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LEAGUE STANDINGS 

 

Standings Overall Pct. PF PA   Home Away Neutral Streak 

Philadelphia Soul  11- 1 .917  706 541   6- 0 5- 1 0- 0 Won 1 

Tampa Bay Storm  10- 3 .769  682 621   6- 1 4- 2 0- 0 Won 2 

Baltimore Brigade  4- 8 .333  567 644   3- 2 1- 6 0- 0 Lost 2  

Cleveland Gladiators  4- 9 .308  634 687   3- 4 1- 5 0- 0 Lost 1  

Washington Valor  2- 10 .167  502 598   2- 4 0- 6 0- 0 Won 1 

  
 
 
  

AT A GLANCE… 

MATCHUP: Cleveland Gladiators (4-9) at Washington Valor (2-10)   

DATE: Sat., July 29, 2017 

KICKOFF: 7 p.m. EST 

LOCATION: Verizon Center (Washington, D.C.) 

TV: CBS Sports Network 

OFFICIALS: Riley Johnson (Ref), Robert Colosimo (Ump), Neil 
Brunner (HL), Terri Valenti (LJ), Bradley Brunet (BJ) 

WEEK DATE OPP. KICKOFF 
(EST) 

TV / 
RESULT 

1 Fri., April 7 vs. BAL 7 p.m.  W, 51-38 

2 BYE BYE BYE BYE 

3 Sat., April 22 vs. PHI 7 p.m. L, 31-49 

4 Fri., April 28 @ CLE 7 p.m. L, 34-48 

5 BYE BYE BYE BYE 

6 Sat., May 13 vs. TB 7 p.m. L, 33-41 

7 Sat., May 20 @ TB 7 p.m. L, 47-53 

8 Sat., May 27 vs. PHI 1 p.m. L, 47-48 

9 Sat., June 3 vs. CLE 7 p.m. L, 35-59 

10 Sat., June 10 @ TB 7 p.m. L, 57-58 

11 BYE BYE BYE BYE 

12 Fri., June 23 @ BAL 7 p.m. L, 41-51 

13 Sat., July 1 @ TB 7 p.m. L, 51-55 

14 BYE BYE BYE BYE 

15 Sat., July 15 @ PHI 7 p.m. L, 41-68 

16 Sat., July 22 vs. BAL 7 p.m. W, 34-30 

17 Sat., July 29 vs. CLE 7 p.m. CBSSN 

18 Fri., August 4 @ BAL 7 p.m. MSN 

GAME PREVIEW: The Valor are back at home this 
weekend, hosting the Cleveland Gladiators on Saturday, July 
29 at 7 p.m. at Verizon Center. With just two weeks 
remaining in the regular season, the Valor are still in the hunt 
for a playoff berth and will look to improve their odds with a 
win this weekend. This will be the third matchup this season 
between the two teams and the second at Verizon Center. 
Cleveland won the first such meeting despite 292 yards and 
four touchdowns from Valor QB Sean Brackett. The game will 
be broadcast live on CBS Sports Network. 

 

LEADING THE VALOR: Valor WR T.T. Toliver has 
gathered six touchdowns in his last three outings, including 
three last week, which earned him Week 16 AFL Offensive 
Player of the Week. The 14-year veteran now has eight game-
winning touchdowns in the last minute or overtime. DB Tracy 
Belton leads the Washington defense, ranking second in both 
total tackles (62.5) and interceptions (4). 

 

SCOUTING THE GLADIATORS: The Gladiators 
offense runs through QB Arvell Nelson, who is poses a threat 
both in the air and on the ground. Nelson has thrown for 
2,877 yards and 55 touchdowns while leading the league with 
221 rushing yards and ranking second with 12 rushing 
touchdowns. DB Fred Obi sets the tone for the Cleveland 
defense, ranking fifth in the league with 49 solo tackles to go 
along with three interceptions. 
 

LAST GAME’S LEADERS 
7/22 VS. BALTIMORE 

PASSING: 
QB Sean Brackett was named MVP after he completed 16-31 
passes for 175 yards and four touchdowns, including the game 
winner to WR T.T. Toliver with four seconds remaining. 

RECEIVING: 
WR T.T. Toliver was named Offensive Player of the Game for 
his six-catch, 113-yard and three-touchdown performance, 
including the game winner from 13 yards out with four seconds 
left. 

RUSHING: 
FB Will Corbin led the Brigade with 35 rushing yards while QB 
Sean Brackett scored his third rushing touchdown of the 
season. 

DEFENSE:  
DB Michael Knight was named Defensive Player of the Game 
after recording eight tackles and a pair of interceptions. 

 

OVERALL GAME #13 // HOME GAME #7 
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VALOR TOP BRIGADE, 34-30, BEHIND BRACKETT’S FIVE TOUCHDOWNS 
Washington keeps playoff hopes alive with two weeks remaining 

  
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Washington Valor (2-10) defeated the Baltimore Brigade (4-8), 34-30, Saturday night at Verizon Center. QB Sean 
Brackett threw four touchdowns and ran for another to lead the Valor offense and earn the game’s Most Valuable Player award. 
  
“It was exciting,” Valor Head Coach Dean Cokinos said after the game. “I think the fans enjoyed it.  This is what arena football is. It usually comes 
down to the last play.” 
 
After a Washington return touchdown on the opening kickoff was negated by a penalty, the Valor wasted no time getting back on the board. 
Brackett found WR T.T. Toliver for a 45-yard touchdown to give the Valor a 7-0 lead. The Brigade answered with a scoring drive of their own, 
capped off by a two-yard touchdown run by FB Rory Nixon. A three-yard Brackett touchdown run ended what was a nearly 10-minute scoring 
drought, giving Washington a 14-7 advantage. Baltimore answered with a touchdown on their next drive, as QB Shane Carden found WR Milton 
Williams for an eight-yard score, knotting the score once again. With only 20 seconds remaining in the half, Brackett connected with Toliver for 
a second time, giving the Valor a seven-point lead at halftime. 
 
Baltimore started the second half quickly, scoring on their second play from scrimmage when Carden found WR Brandon Thompkins for a 36-
yard touchdown reception. Both teams would trade scores on their ensuing possessions, but a missed point after attempt by the Brigade left 
Washington with a one point, 28-27 lead after three quarters. Strong defensive play in the fourth quarter left the score unchanged entering the 
final minute of play. Brigade K Pat Clarke drilled a 21-yard field goal with 56 seconds remaining in the game, giving Baltimore their first lead of 
the night, 30-28. The Valor, however, landed the final strike, as Brackett connected with Toliver for the third time with just four seconds left in 
the game, giving Washington a 34-30 lead. The Valor intercepted Carden’s ensuing Hail Mary attempt to seal the victory. 
 
KEY STAT: The 64 total points were the fewest scored in an AFL game this season and the 34 points by the Valor were the fewest by a winning 
team this season. 
 
 

 

Score by Quarters  1  2  3  4  Score  

Baltimore Brigade   7  7  13  3  30  

Washington Valor   7  14  7  6  34  
SCORING SUMMARY   BAL -WSH   

1st   12:52   WSH   TOLIVER, T.T. 45 yd  pass from BRACKETT, Sean (STEVENS, TC kick)    

         3 plays, 48 yards, TOP 2:08   0 -  7  

  05:18   BAL   NIXON, Rory 2 yd run (CLARKE, Pat kick)    

         9 plays, 46 yards, TOP 6:49   7 -  7  

2nd   07:47   WSH   BRACKETT, Sean 3 yd  run (STEVENS, TC kick)    

         3 plays, 7 yards, TOP 1:37   7 -  14   

  01:57   BAL   WILLIAMS, Milton 8 yd pass from CARDEN, Shane (CLARKE, Pat kick)    

         7 plays, 45 yards, TOP 5:06   14 -  14   

  00:21   WSH   TOLIVER, T.T. 19 yd  pass from BRACKETT, Sean (STEVENS, TC kick)    

         7 plays, 45 yards, TOP 1:16   14 -  21   

3rd   13:54   BAL   THOMPKINS, Brandon 36 yd pass from CARDEN, Shane (CLARKE, Pat kick)    

         2 plays, 45 yards, TOP 1:06   21 -  21   

  09:22   WSH   JACKSON, Roger 13 yd pass from BRACKETT, Sean (STEVENS, TC kick)    

         5 plays, 38 yards, TOP 3:37   21 -  28   

  06:40   BAL   WILLIAMS, Milton 6 yd pass from CARDEN, Shane (CLARKE, Pat kick failed)    

         3 plays, 22 yards, TOP 2:00   27 -  28   

4th   00:57   BAL   CLARKE, Pat 21 yd field goal    

         12 plays, 43 yards, TOP 8:07   30 -  28   

  00:04   WSH   TOLIVER, T.T. 13 yd pass from BRACKETT, Sean (CORBIN, Will rush failed)    

         8 plays, 45 yards, TOP 0:53   30 -  34   

Kickoff time: 7:06 PM  • End of Game: 9:56 PM  • Total elapsed time: 2:50   
Referee: Thomas McCabe  •  Umpire: Jeff Carr  •  Linesman: Neil Brunner  •  Line judge: Mark 
Bennett  •  Back judge: Grantis Bell  •   
Most Valuable Player: WSH #12 Sean Brackett, Q B  
Offensive Player of the Game: WSH #1 T.T. Toliver, WR   
Defensive Player of the Game: WSH #21 Michael Knight, DB  

 

 

LAST TIME OUT: VALOR 34, BRIGADE 30 
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 Team Totals  BAL  WSH  

FIRST DOWNS  17   15   

   Rushing   4  5  

   Passing   9  7  

   Penalty   4  3  

NET YARDS RUSHING  27   41   

   Rushing Attempts   7  11   

   Average Per Rush   3.9   3.7   

   Rushing Touchdowns   1  1  

NET YARDS PASSING  193   153   

   Completions -Attempts - Int   23 -37 -2  16 -31 -2  

   Average Per Attempt   5.2   4.9   

   Average Per Completion   8.4   9.6   

   Passing Touchdowns   3  4  

TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS  220   194   

   Total offense plays   44   47   

   Average Gain Per Play   5.0   4.1   

Fumbles: Number-Lost  1-0  1-0  

Penalties: Number-Yards  8-81   7-42   

KICKOFFS-YARDS  6-345   6-274   

   Average Yards Per Kickoff   57.5   45.7   

   Net Yards Per Kickoff   47.8   38.0   

   Touchbacks   3  2  

MFG Returns: Number-Yards-TD  0-0-0  0-0-0  

   Average Per Return   0.0   0.0   

Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD  2-36 -0  3-43 -0  

   Average Per Return   18.0   14.3   

Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD  2-0-0  2-36 -0  

Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD  0-0-0  0-0-0  

Miscellaneous Yards  -5  1  

Possession Time  32:08   27:52   

   1st Quarter   7:30   7:30   

   2nd Quarter   10:12   4:48   

   3rd Quarter   4:48   10:12   

   4th Quarter   9:38   5:22   

Third-Down Conversions  3 of 8   4 of 10   

Fourth-Down Conversions  1 of 3   2 of 4   

Red-Zone Scores-Chances  4-4  1-2  

   Touchdowns   3-4  1-2  

   Field goals   1-4  0-2  

Sacks By: Number-Yards  5-22   0-0  

PAT Kicks  3-4  4-4  

   2-Point drop -kick  PATs  0-0  0-0  

Field Goals  1-1  0-0  

   4-Point drop kick FGs   0-0  0-0  

Touchdowns (Rush-Pass-Return)  1-3-0  1-4-0  

Points off turnovers  3  0  
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Baltimore Brigade 
 
  

Washington Valor 

RUSHING  No.  Gain  Loss  Net  TD  Lg  Avg.  

CARDEN, 
Shane   

5  25   0  25   0  11   5.0   

NIXON, Rory   1  2  0  2  1  2  2.0   

GRAY, 
Reggie   

1  0  0  0  0  0  0.0   

Totals...   7  27   0  27   1  11   3.9   
 

 
  

RUSHING  No.  Gain  Loss  Net  TD  Lg  Avg.  

CORBIN, 
Will   

7  35   0  35   0  12   5.0   

BRACKETT, 
Sean    

3  10   5  5  1  7  1.7   

TOLIVER, 
T.T.   

1  1  0  1  0  1  1.0   

Totals...   11   46   5  41   1  12   3.7   
 

    

PASSING  
Cmp-Att-

Int  
Yds  TD  Long  Sack  

CARDEN, 
Shane   

23 -37 -2  193   3  36   0  

Totals...   23 -37 -2  193   3  36   0  

        
 

 
  

PASSING  
Cmp-Att-

Int  
Yds  TD  Long  Sack  

BRACKETT, 
Sean   

16 -31 -2  175   4  45   5  

TEAM   0-0-0  -22   0  0  0  

Totals...   16 -31 -2  153   4  45   5  
 

    

RECEIVING  No.  Yds  TD  Lg  

THOMPKINS, Brandon   7  65   1  36   

WILLIAMS, Milton   7  62   2  13   

GRAY, Reggie   4  30   0  10   

BROWNING, Paul   4  27   0  9  

MADISON, Colin   1  9  0  9  

Totals...   23   193   3  36   
 

 
  

RECEIVING  No.  Yds  TD  Lg  

JACKSON, Roger   8  52   1  13   

TOLIVER, T.T.   6  113   3  45   

MCCLAIN, Charles   2  10   0  7  

Totals...   16   175   4  45   

       

       
 

    

   MFG  Kickoffs  Intercept  

ALL 
RETURNS  

No
  

Yds
  

Lg
  

No
  

Yds
  

Lg
  

No
  

Yds
  

Lg
  

THOMPKIN
S, Brandon   

0  0  0  2  36   
25

  
0  0  0  

SONIE, 
Varmah   

0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0  0  

VICTORIAN
, Josh   

0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0  0  

Totals...   0  0  0  2  36   
25

  
2  0  0  

 

 
  

   MFG  Kickoffs  Intercept  

ALL 
RETURN
S  

No
  

Yds
  

Lg
  

No
  

Yds
  

Lg
  

No
  

Yds
  

Lg
  

KNIGHT, 
Michael   

0  0  0  0  0  0  2  36   
27

  

WILSON, 
Justin   

0  0  0  3  43   
19

  
0  0  0  

Totals...   0  0  0  3  43   
19

  
2  36   

27
  

            
 

    

ALL PURPOSE  Rush  Rcv  KR  FGR  IR  Total  

THOMPKINS, 
Brandon   

0  65   36   0  0  101   

WILLIAMS, Milton   0  62   0  0  0  62   

GRAY, Reggie   0  30   0  0  0  30   

BROWNING, Paul   0  27   0  0  0  27   

CARDEN, Shane   25   0  0  0  0  25   

MADISON, Colin   0  9  0  0  0  9  

NIXON, Rory   2  0  0  0  0  2  

Totals...   27   193   36   0  0  256   
 

 
  

ALL PURPOSE  Rush  Rcv  KR  FGR  IR  Total  

TOLIVER, T.T.   1  113   0  0  0  114   

JACKSON, 
Roger   

0  52   0  0  0  52   

WILSON,  Justin   0  0  43   0  0  43   

KNIGHT, 
Michael   

0  0  0  0  36   36   

CORBIN, Will   35   0  0  0  0  35   

MCCLAIN, 
Charles   

0  10   0  0  0  10   

BRACKETT, 

Sean   
5  0  0  0  0  5  

Totals...   41   175   43   0  36   295   
 

    

FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS  

CLARKE, Pat  4th   00:57   21 yards   Good   
 

 
  

FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS  

     
 

    

KICKOFFS  No.  Yds  TB  OB  Avg.  

CLARKE, Pat   6  345   3  0  57.5   
 

 
  

KICKOFFS  No.  Yds  TB  OB  Avg.  

STEVENS, TC   6  274   2  2  45.7   
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##  Baltimore Brigade   Solo  Ast  Total  TFL/Yds  FF  FR-Yds  Int-Yds  BrUp  Blkd  Sack/Yds  QBH  
99   HAYES, Robert   6  1  6.5   4.0/15   .   .   .   .   .   3.0/11   .   
5   BLACK, Qumain   6  1  6.5   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
10   SONIE, Varmah   5  2  6.0   .   .   .   1-0   1  .   .   .   
56   JOHNSON, D.   3  4  5.0   1.0/5   1  .   .   .   .   1.5/5   .   
4   MORTON, KJ   4  1  4.5   .   .   .   .   2  .   .   .   
67   TAYLOR, Terrance   1  1  1.5   .   .   .   .   .   .   0.5/0   .   
7   VICTORIAN, Josh   1  1  1.5   .   .   .   1-0   3  .   .   .   
58   SMITH, Khreem   1  1  1.5   1.0/6   .   .   .   .   .   1.0/6   2  
92   FANCE, Calvin   1  .   1.0   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
70   MADISON, Colin   1  .   1.0   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
19   BROWNING, Paul   1  .   1.0   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   

##  Washington Valor   Solo  Ast  Total  TFL/Yds  FF  FR-Yds  Int-Yds  BrUp  Blkd  Sack/Yds  QBH  
21   KNIGHT, Michael   8  .   8.0   .   .   .   2-36   1  .   .   .   
5   HARRELL, James   6  .   6.0   1.0/1   1  .   .   .   .   .   .   
6   BELTON, Tracy   5  .   5.0   .   .   .   .   2  .   .   .   
23   ADDISON, Dominic   5  .   5.0   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
42   COLLINS, JR   2  1  2.5   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   1  
19   REESE, Josh   2  .   2.0   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
9   MCCLAIN, Charles   1  .   1.0   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
17   JACKSON, Roger   .   1  0.5   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
50   GORDON, James   .   1  0.5   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   1  
56   PAYNE, Jake   .   1  0.5   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   
93   DAWKINS, Everet   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WASHINGTON VALOR  

GAME NOTES  
 

WEEK-BY-WEEK GAME AWARDS 
MVP: 
Week 1: WAS QB Erik Meyer (21-31 / 237 YDS / 4 TD) 
Week 2: BYE 
Week 3: PHI QB D. Raudabaugh (21-36 / 247 YDS / 5 TD) 
Week 4: CLE WR Collin Taylor (68 REC YDS / 1 TD) 
Week 5: BYE 
Week 6: TB QB Randy Hippeard (20-31 / 205 YDS / 5 TD) 
Week 7: TB WR Joe Hills (11 REC / 123 YDS / 3 TD) 
Week 8: PHI QB Dan Raudabaugh  (10-22 / 148 YDS / 5 TD) 
Week 9: CLE QB Arvell Nelson (21-28 / 260 YDS / 5 TD) 
Week 10: TB WR Joe Hills (13 REC / 124 YDS / 3 TD) 
Week 11: BYE 
Week 12: BAL QB Shane Carden (21-31 / 252 YDS / 6 TOT TD) 
Week 13: TB WR Kendrick Ings (11 REC / 111 YDS / 3 TOT TD) 
Week 14: BYE 
Week 15: PHI QB Dan Raudabaugh (26-30 / 330 YDS / 9 TD) 
Week 16: WAS QB Sean Brackett (16-31 / 175 YDS / 5 TOT TD) 
 
OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE GAME: 
Week 1: BAL QB Shane Carden (21-32 / 197 YDS / 3 TD) 
Week 2: BYE 
Week 3: WAS WR M. Washington (9 REC / 125 YDS / 2 TD) 
Week 4: CLE QB Arvell Nelson (20-34 / 243 PASSING YDS / 60 RUSHING YDS / 5 TOT TD) 
Week 5: BYE 
Week 6: TB WR Joe Hills (9 REC / 85 YDS / 3 TD) 
Week 7: WAS WR Roger Jackson (9 REC / 137 YDS / 2 TD) 
Week 8: WAS QB Sean Brackett (26-44 / 231 YDS / 5 TD) 
Week 9: CLE WR Michael Preston (12 REC / 105 YDS / 3 TD) 
Week 10: WAS WR Charles McClain (9 REC / 137 YDS / 3 TD) 
Week 11: BYE 
Week 12: BAL WR Reggie Gray (9 REC / 111 YDS / 3 TD) 
Week 13: WAS QB Sean Brackett (21-31 / 248 YDS / 5 TOT TD) 
Week 14: BYE 
Week 15: PHI WR Shaun Kauleinamoku (10 REC / 126 YDS / 4 TD) 
Week 16: WAS WR T.T. Toliver (6 REC / 113 YDS / 3 TD) 
 
DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE GAME: 
Week 1: WAS DB Tracy Belton (9 TOT / 2 INT) 
Week 2: BYE 
Week 3: PHI DB James Romain (5.5 TOT / 1 PBU / 1 TD) 
Week 4: CLE DB Frederick Obi (2 TOT / 1 INT / 3 PBU) 
Week 5: BYE 
Week 6: WAS DL Brandon Sesay (6 TOT / 2.5 SACKS) 
Week 7: TB DL Monte Lewis (3 TFL) 
Week 8: PHI LB Joe Goosby (3 TOT / 1 SACK / 1 FR) 
Week 9: WAS DB Tracy Belton (8 TOT) 
Week 10: WAS DL Everett Dawkins (3 TOT / 1 SACK / 1 FF) 
Week 11: BYE 
Week 12: BAL DB Varmah Sonie (6 TOT / 3 PBU) 
Week 13: WAS DB Tracy Belton (6 TOT / 1 TFL / 1 FR / 1 INT / 2 PBU / 1 TD) 
Week 14: BYE 
Week 15: PHI DB James Romain (6 TOT / 1 TFL / 2 FR / 1 INT / 2 PBU) 
Week 16: WAS DB Michael Knight (8 TOT / 2 INT / 1 PBU) 
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NUMERICAL ROSTER 

# POS NAME HT WT DOB EXP COLLEGE 

1 WR Antoine “T.T.” Toliver 6-0 185 1/30/73 14 Bethune Cookman 

5 DB James Harrell 5-11 185 10/6/85 4 Arkansas Pine Bluff 

6 DB Tracy Belton 6-0 185 5/7/80 7 UMASS 

8 QB Warren Smith 6-0 200 2/20/90 2 Maine 

9 WR Charles McClain 5-7 180 5/22/89 1 North Alabama 

12 QB Sean Brackett 6-1 205 11/3/91 2 Columbia 

15 WR Justin Wilson 6-0 185 1/24/90 1 Delaware State 

16 K T.C. Stevens 5-11 190 3/8/87 1 Hampden-Sydney 

17 WR Roger Jackson 6-3 195 8/8/85 2 Arkansas Tech 

19 WR Josh Reese 6-0 185 1/3/91 R Central Florida 

21 DB Michael Knight 5-10 185 6/25/91 R Minnesota West CC 

23 DB Dominic Addison 6-2 185 1/31/89 2 Bethune Cookman 

24 DB Brian Smith 6-0 180 9/19/90 1 Virginia Union 

42 DL J.R. Collins 6-2 245 12/8/90 1 Virginia Tech 

44 OL Will Corbin 6-6 315 12/7/86 R Appalachian State 

50 DL James Gordon 6-2 275 8/1/91 2 Buffalo 

56 DL Jake Payne 6-4 275 3/14/94 R Shenandoah 

68 OL Adam Shead 6-4 315 6/30/92 1 Oklahoma 

72 OL Anthony Parker 6-6 340 3/1/85 5 Western Michigan 

74 OL Dionte Savage 6-5 320 2/9/88 1 Oklahoma 

76 OL David Wang 6-2 300 10/28/90 1 Virginia Tech 

91 DL Brandon Sesay 6-6 300 12/15/82 5 Texas Tech 

93 DL Everett Dawkins 6-3 280 6/12/86 2 Florida State 

99 DL David Washington 6-2 310 10/11/92 3 Faulkner 

 
 

ALPHABETICAL ROSTER 

# POS NAME HT WT DOB EXP COLLEGE 

23 DB Dominic Addison 6-2 185 1/31/89 2 Bethune Cookman 

6 DB Tracy Belton 6-0 185 5/7/80 7 UMASS 

12 QB Sean Brackett 6-1 205 11/3/91 2 Columbia 

42 DL J.R. Collins 6-2 245 12/8/90 1 Virginia Tech 

44 OL Will Corbin 6-6 315 12/7/86 R Appalachian State 

93 DL Everett Dawkins 6-3 280 6/12/86 2 Florida State 

50 DL James Gordon 6-2 275 8/1/91 2 Buffalo 

5 DB James Harrell 5-11 185 10/6/85 4 Arkansas Pine Bluff 

17 WR Roger Jackson 6-3 195 8/8/85 2 Arkansas Tech 

21 DB Michael Knight 5-10 185 6/25/91 R Minnesota West CC 

9 WR Charles McClain 5-7 180 5/22/89 1 North Alabama 

72 OL Anthony Parker 6-6 340 3/1/85 5 Western Michigan 

56 DL Jake Payne 6-4 275 3/14/94 R Shenandoah 

19 WR Josh Reese 6-0 185 1/3/91 R Central Florida 

74 OL Dionte Savage 6-5 320 2/9/88 1 Oklahoma 

91 DL Brandon Sesay 6-6 300 12/15/82 5 Texas Tech 

68 OL Adam Shead 6-4 315 6/30/92 1 Oklahoma 

24 DB Brian Smith 6-0 180 9/19/90 1 Virginia Union 

8 QB Warren Smith 6-0 200 2/20/90 2 Maine 

16 K T.C. Stevens 5-11 190 3/8/87 1 Hampden-Sydney 

1 WR Antoine “T.T.” Toliver 6-0 185 1/30/73 14 Bethune Cookman 

76 OL David Wang 6-2 300 10/28/90 1 Virginia Tech 

99 DL David Washington 6-2 310 10/11/92 3 Faulkner 

15 WR Justin Wilson 6-0 185 1/24/90 1 Delaware State 
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PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 
Dionte Savage – DEE-on-tay 

Brandon Sesay – SEE-say 
Adam Shead – SHED 

 
 

DEPTH CHART 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIAL TEAMS 

QB 12 Brackett 8 Smith DE 42 Collins 56 Payne K 16 Stevens 

FB 44 Corbin 50 Gordon NG 56 Payne 99 Washington H 8 Smith 

C 68 Shead 72 Parker DE 93 Dawkins 42 Collins LS  TBD 

G 74 Savage 44 Corbin M 50 Gordon 42 Collins KR 15 Wilson 

TE 72 Parker 44 Corbin J 21 Knight 19 Reese    

Y 9 McClain 15 Wilson BC 5 Harrell 21 Knight    

X 17 Jackson 19 Reese S 6 Belton 21 Knight    

Z 1 Toliver 19 Reese FC 23 Addison 21 Knight    

 

TEAM STATS
TEAM STATISTICS  WSH  OPP  

SCORING  502   598   

   Points Per Game   41.8   49.8   

   Points Off Turnovers   67   97   

FIRST DOWNS  220   230   

   Rushing   28   34   

   Passing   150   165   

   Penalty   42   31   

RUSHING YARDAGE  300   285   

   Yards gained rushing   311   294   

   Yards lost rushing   11   9  

   Rushing Attempts   62   96   

   Average Per Rush   4.8   3.0   

   Average Per Game   25.0   23.8   

   TDs Rushing   14   20   

PASSING YARDAGE  2715   2806   

   Comp -Att - Int   253 -420 -13   261 -403 -9  

   Average Per Pass   6.5   7.0   

   Average  Per Catch   10.7   10.8   

   Average Per Game   226.2   233.8   

   TDs Passing   55   62   

TOTAL OFFENSE  3015   3091   

   Total Plays   508   515   

   Average Per Play   5.9   6.0   

   Average Per Game   251.2   257.6   

KICK RETURNS: #-Yards  57 -859   60 -1168   

FG RETURNS: #-Yards  1-0  1-51   

INT RETURNS: #-Yards  9-109   13 -87   

KICK RETURN AVERAGE  15.1   19.5   

FG RETURN AVERAGE  0.0   51.0   

INT RETURN AVERAGE  12.1   6.7   

FUMBLES-LOST  21 -12   13 -6  

PENALTIES-Yards  93 -638   103 -821   

   Average Per Game   53.2   68.4   

KICKOFFS-Yards  83 -4516   88 -4902   

   Average Per Kick   54.4   55.7   

   Net kick average   39.3   44.3   

TIME OF POSSESSION/Game  30:36   29:21   

3RD-DOWN Conversions  34/80   46/83   
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   3rd -Down Pct   42%   55%   

4TH-DOWN Conversions  17/32   15/25   

   4th -Down Pct   53%   60%   

SACKS BY-Yards  16 -65   26 -117   

MISC YARDS  -13   4  

TOUCHDOWNS SCORED  74   87   

FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS  2-3  2-4  

ON-SIDE KICKS  0-5  2-12   

RED-ZONE SCORES  (43 -52) 83%   (51 -57) 89%   

RED-ZONE TOUCHDOWNS  (41 -52) 79%   (49 -57) 86%   

   4-point drop -kick FGs   0-0  0-0  

PAT-ATTEMPTS  (52 -67) 78%   (66 -83) 80%   

   2-point drop -kick PATs   0-0  0-0  

ATTENDANCE  66161   54511   

   Games/Avg Per Game   6/11027   6/9085   

   Neutral Site Games     0/0   

Score by quarters  1st  2nd  3rd  4th  Total  

Washington Valor   114   199   69   120   502   

Opponents   124   190   129   155   598   

 
RUSHING  GP  Att  Gain  Loss  Net  Avg   TD  Long  Avg/G  

CORBIN, Will   11   19   111   0  111   5.8   3  36   10.1   

BRACKETT, Sean   7  13   85   5  80   6.2   3  15   11.4   

MEYER, Erik   5  11   55   5  50   4.5   1  15   10.0   

TOLIVER, TT   8  6  32   0  32   5.3   3  12   4.0   

MORRIS, Bernard   5  6  13   0  13   2.2   2  7  2.6   

GORDON, James   11   4  12   0  12   3.0   1  7  1.1   

MCCLAIN, Charles   8  1  2  0  2  2.0   1  2  0.2   

SMITH, Terrence   8  1  1  0  1  1.0   0  1  0.1   

WILSON, Justin   2  1  0  1  -1  -1.0   0  0  -0.5   

Total..........   12   62   311   11   300   4.8   14   36   25.0   

Opponents......   12   96   294   9  285   3.0   20   43   23.8   

PASSING  GP  Rating  Cmp-Att-Int  Pct  Yards   TD  Long  Avg/G  

BRACKETT, Sean   7  100.0   149 -247 -8  60.3   1644   33   45   234.9   

MEYER, Erik   5  96.6   99 -168 -5  58.9   1132   20   39   226.4   

MORRIS, Bernard   5  158.3   4-4-0  100.0   55   1  24   11.0   

REESE, Josh   6  118.8   1-1-0  100.0   1  1  1  0.2   

TEAM   10   39.6   0-0-0  0.0   -117   0  0  -11.7   

Total..........   12   99.1   253 -420 -13   60.2   2715   55   45   226.2   

Opponents......   12   114.2   261 -403 -9  64.8   2806   62   39   233.8   

RECEIVING  GP  No.  Yards  Avg   TD  Long  Avg/G  

CARR, Greg   11   67   776   11.6   16   44   70.5   

JACKSON, Roger   10   66   644   9.8   7  39   64.4   

MCCLAIN, Charles   8  39   427   10.9   10   41   53.4   

TOLIVER, TT   8  31   415   13.4   10   45   51.9   

WASHINGTON, M.   3  18   237   13.2   5  39   79.0   

REESE, Josh   6  13   162   12.5   4  28   27.0   

GREGORY, Julius   5  11   101   9.2   1  23   20.2   

PARKER, Anthony   12   5  22   4.4   2  11   1.8   

WILSON, Justin   2  1  41   41.0   0  41   20.5   

CASTILE, L.J.   4  1  5  5.0   0  5  1.2   

CORBIN, Will   11   1  2  2.0   0  2  0.2   

Total..........   12   253   2832   11.2   55   45   236.0   

Opponents......   12   261   2871   11.0   62   39   239.2   

FG RETURNS  No.  Yards  Avg   TD  Long  

McGLENN, C.   1  0  0.0   0  0  

Total..........   1  0  0.0   0  0  

Opponents......   1  51   51.0   1  51   

INTERCEPTIONS  No.  Yards  Avg   TD  Long  

BELTON, Tracy   4  25   6.2   1  10   
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KNIGHT, Michael   3  41   13.7   0  27   

ADDISON, Dominic   1  43   43.0   1  43   

SMITH, Terrence   1  0  0.0   0  0  

Total..........   9  109   12.1   2  43   

Opponents......   13   87   6.7   0  27   

KICK RETURNS  No.  Yards  Avg   TD  Long  

MCCLAIN, Charles   25   397   15.9   1  54   

McGLENN, C.   16   231   14.4   0  30   

WILSON, Justin   10   133   13.3   0  20   

WASHINGTON, M.   5  80   16.0   0  26   

KNIGHT, Michael   1  0  0.0   0  0  

BELTON, Tracy   0  18   0.0   0  18   

Total..........   57   859   15.1   1  54   

Opponents......   60   1168   19.5   2  58   
 

 
      Tackles  Sacks  Pass Defense  Fumbles  Blkd     

DEFENSIVE LEADERS  GP  Solo  Ast  Total  TFL-Yds  No-Yds  Int-Yds  BU  PD  Qbh  Rcv-Yds  FF  Kick  Saf  

6   BELTON, Tracy   12   60   4  62.0    2.0  -  4  .     4 -  25  6  10   .   1 -  54  .   .   .   

23   ADDISON, Dominic   12   46   9  50.5    .      .     1 -  43  6  7  .      .  1  .   .   

5   HARRELL, James   5  30   2  31.0    1.0  -  1  .        .  3  3  1     .  1  .   .   

10   SMITH, Terrence   8  27   8  31.0    1.0  -  4  .     1 -  0 5  6  .   1 -  0 .   .   .   

20   McGLENN, C.   8  29   4  31.0    .      .        .  8  8  .      .  .   .   .   

56   PAYNE, Jake   11   20   6  23.0    3.0  -  8   3.0  -  8    .  1  1  .      .  .   1  .   

50   GORDON, James   11   19   6  22.0    4.0  -  23    4.5  -  10     .  4  4  5     .  2  .   .   

93   DAWKINS, Everet   12   18   5  20.5    5.0  -  16    3.0  -  13     .  2  2  1  2 -  0 2  .   .   

21   KNIGHT, Michael   3  19   2  20.0    .      .     3 -  41  4  7  .      .  .   .   .   

17   JACKSON, Roger   10   15   1  15.5    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

91   SESAY, Brandon   11   9  4  11.0    3.0  -  13    3.5  -  13     .  1  1  5  1 -  4 1  .   .   

42   COLLINS, J.R.   6  7  2  8.0    1.0  -  7   1.0  -  7    .  .   .   3     .  1  2  .   

5   MORRIS, Bernard   5  7  1  7.5    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

18   CASTILE, L.J.   4  7  1  7.5    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  1  .   .   

24   SMITH, Brian   1  6  2  7.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

3   GREGORY, Julius   5  6  .   6.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

19   REESE, Josh   6  6  .   6.0    .      .        .  .   .   .   1 -  3 .   .   .   

2   CARR, Greg   11   4  1  4.5    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

9   MCCLAIN, Charles   8  4  .   4.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

8   HURWITZ, Sam   2  3  1  3.5    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

11   WILSON, Reggie   3  3  1  3.5    2.0  -  14    2.0  -  14     .  1  1  .      .  1  .   .   

15   WILSON, Justin   2  3  .   3.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

16   STEVENS, TC   9  2  1  2.5    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

44   CORBIN, Will   11   2  .   2.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

99   WASHINGTON, David   4  2  .   2.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

68   SHEAD, Adam   6  1  1  1.5    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

74   SAVAGE, Dionte   12   1  .   1.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

76   WANG, David   4  1  .   1.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

1   TOLIVER, TT   8  1  .   1.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

70   ATOE, James   2  .   2  1.0    .      .        .  .   .   .      .  .   .   .   

  Total..........   12   358   64   390.0    22  -  90   16  -  65  9 -  109  41   50   15   6 -  61  10   3  .   

  Opponents......   12   319   51   344.5    32  -  129   26  -  117  13  -  87  57   70   18   12  -  47  13   2  1  

 

 

INDIVIDUAL GAME HIGHS 

Rushes   7   CORBIN, Will vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Yards Rushing   41    CORBIN, Will at Baltimore Brigade (Jun 23, 2017)   

TD Rushes   1   TOLIVER, TT vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

      GORDON, James vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

      MORRIS, Bernard vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

      MORRIS, Bernard vs Philadelphia Soul (Apr 22, 2017)   

      TOLIVER, TT at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

      MEYER, Erik  at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

      MCCLAIN, Charles vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

      CORBIN, Will at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

      CORBIN, Will at Baltimore Brigade (Jun 23, 2017)   
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      TOLIVER, T.T. at Tampa Bay Storm (Jul 01, 2017)   

      BRACKETT, Sean at Tampa Bay Storm (Jul 01, 2017)   

      BRACKETT, Sean at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

      CORBIN, Will at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

      BRACKETT, Sean vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Long Rush   36    CORBIN, Will at Baltimore Brigade (Jun 23, 2017)   

Pass attempts   44    BRACKETT, Sean vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

Pass completions   26    BRACKETT, Sean vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

      BRACKETT, Sean at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Yards Passing   299    BRACKETT, Sean at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

TD Passes   7   BRACKETT, Sean at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Long Pass   45    BRACKETT, Sean vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Receptions   12    CARR, Greg vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

Yards Receiving   137    JACKSON, Roger at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

      MCCLAIN, Charles at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

TD Receptions   4   CARR, Greg vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

Long Reception   45    TOLIVER, T.T. vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Field Goals   1   STEVENS, TC vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

      STEVENS, TC vs Philadelphia Soul (Apr 22, 2017)   

Long Field Goal   27    STEVENS, TC vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

Long Kickoff Return   54    MCCLAIN, Charles at Tampa Bay Storm (Jul 01, 2017)   

Tackles   9.0    BELTON, Tracy vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

Sacks   2.5    SESAY, Brandon vs Tampa Bay Storm (May 13, 2017)   

Tackles For Loss   2.0    PAYNE, Jake vs Tampa Bay  Storm (May 13, 2017)   

      SESAY, Brandon vs Tampa Bay Storm (May 13, 2017)   

Interceptions   2   BELTON, Tracy vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

      KNIGHT, Michael vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

TEAM GAME HIGHS 

Rushes   11    vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Yards Rushing   50    at Baltimore Brigade (Jun 23, 2017)   

Yards Per Rush   8.3    at Baltimore Brigade (Jun 23, 2017)   

TD Rushes   3   vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

Pass attempts   44    vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

Pass completions   26    vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

      at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Yards Passing   301    at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

Yards Per Pass   8.3    at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

TD Passes   7   at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun  10, 2017)   

Total Plays   48    vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

Total Offense   338    at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

Yards Per Play   8.2    at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Points   57    at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Sacks By   5   vs Tampa Bay Storm (May 13, 2017)   

First Downs   25    at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

Penalties   14    at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

Penalty Yards   98    vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

Turnovers   5   at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Interceptions By   2   vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

      vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

OPPONENT INDIVIDUAL GAME HIGHS 

Rushes   14    RICHARDSON, J., vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

Yards Rushing   60    NELSON, Arvell, at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

TD Rushes   3   RICHARDSON, J., vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

Long Rush   43    NELSON, Arvell, at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   



WASHINGTON VALOR  

GAME NOTES  
 

Pass attempts   42    HIPPEARD, Randy, at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Pass completions   29    HIPPEARD, Randy, at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Yards Passing   330    RAUDABAUGH, Dan, at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

TD Passes   9   RAUDABAUGH, Dan, at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Long Pass   39    NELSON, Arvell, at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

Receptions   13    HILLS, Joe, at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Yards Receiving   139    GRAY, Reggie, vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

TD Receptions   4   KAULEINAMOKU, S, at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Long  Reception   39    TAYLOR, Collin, at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

Field Goals   1   CLARKE, Pat, at Baltimore Brigade (Jun 23, 2017)   

      CLARKE, Pat, vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Long Field Goal   21    CLARKE, Pat, at Baltimore Brigade (Jun 23, 2017)   

      CLARKE, Pat, vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Long MFG Return   51    ROMAIN, James, vs Philadelphia Soul (Apr 22, 2017)   

Long Kickoff Return   58    DUVALT, Chris, vs Philadelphia Soul (May 27, 2017)   

Tackles   9.0    JACKSON, LaRoch, at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

      JACKSON, LaRoch, at Tampa Bay Storm (Jul 01, 2017)   

Sacks   3.0    LEWIS, Monte, at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

      HAYES, Robert, vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Tackles For Loss   4.0    HAYES, Robert, vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

Interceptions   1   HOLLIS, Dwayne, vs Philadelphia Soul (Apr 22, 2017)   

      JONES, Torez, vs Philadelphia Soul (Apr 22, 2017)   

      OBI, Fred, at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

      JOHNSON, Terry,  at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

      JACKSON, LaRoch, at Tampa Bay Storm (May 20, 2017)   

      KIZER, Rayshaun, vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

      MOORE, Terence, vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

      OBI, Fred, vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

      VICTORIAN, J., at Baltimore Brigade (Jun 23, 2017)   

      RICHARDSON, K., at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

      ROMAIN, James, at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

      SONIE, Varmah, vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

      VICTORIAN, J., vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

OPPONENT TEAM GAME HIGHS 

Rushes   17    vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

Yards Rushing   67    at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

Yards Per Rush   7.4    at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

TD Rushes   4   at Cleveland Gladiators (Apr 28, 2017)   

      vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

Pass attempts   42    at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Pass completions   29    at Tampa Bay Storm (Jun 10, 2017)   

Yards Passing   336    at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Yards Per Pass   10.5    at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

TD Passes   9   at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Total Plays   47    at Tampa Bay Storm (Jul 01, 2017)   

Total Offense   344    at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Yards Per Play   9.6    at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Points   68    at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Sacks By   5   vs Baltimore Brigade (Jul 22, 2017)   

First Downs   24    vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

Penalties   12    vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

Penalty Yards   134    at Philadelphia Soul (Jul 15, 2017)   

Turnovers   3   vs Baltimore Brigade (Apr 07, 2017)   

Interceptions By   3   vs Cleveland Gladiators (Jun 03, 2017)   

Long MFG Return   51    vs Philadelphia Soul (Apr 22, 2017)   
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GAME RECAPS 
WEEK 1: 

 
VALOR TOP BRIGADE 51-38 FOR FRANCHISE’S FIRST WIN 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C.— In franchise debuts for both organizations, the Washington Valor withstood a Baltimore comeback led by Brigade rookie 
quarterback Shane Carden to capture a 51-38 win over their beltway rival. The Valor opened the game on a 27-0 run, highlighted by the 
quarterback-wide receiver duo of Erik Meyer and Mike Washington, who connected for three touchdowns through the air. 
 
 "It was an exciting game,” Meyer said. “The crowd was live. I think they said about 15,000 people, so it was loud in there. They were just as much 
a part of that win as we were, so it was awesome to be in front of the home crowd- live, loud, it was an exciting win."  
 
Meyer wasted no time getting the Valor on the board early in the first quarter. A 34-yard pass to Washington marked the first scoring play of the 
2017 season and gave the Valor a 7-0 lead just over two minutes into the contest. Washington extended their lead to 14 when James Gordon 
punched in a two-yard run for the team’s second score of the night. The Valor closed out a strong first quarter as Meyer found Washington yet 
again, this time for eight yards. Meyer led the Valor to a 20-0 lead and finished the opening frame 7-8 for 67 yards and two touchdowns. 
 
The Valor carried their momentum into the second quarter, turning a Tracy Belton interception into another touchdown – the third connection 
of the night between Meyer and Washington, giving the Valor a 27-0 lead with just over 10 minutes remaining in the first half. Rookie quarterback 
and former East Carolina Pirate Shane Carden entered the game for the Brigade, replacing Chase Cartwright. On his first AFL possession, Carden 
found veteran wide receiver Reggie Gray for a 27-yard touchdown, cutting the Valor lead to 27-6. Antoine “TT” Toliver answered for the Valor, 
taking a reverse for a three-yard touchdown and giving Washington a 34-6 lead going into halftime.  
 
Less than a minute into the third quarter, Carden found former Maryland Terrapin and Baltimore Raven Laquan Williams for an 11-yard 
touchdown to cut the lead to 34-13. Carden proved to be a threat on the ground as well, notching his first of two rushing touchdowns with 8:07 
to play in the third quarter, cutting the Valor lead to 34-20. Washington extended their lead to 37-20 with a 27-yard field goal with just under 
three minutes to play in the third quarter. 
 
The Brigade’s comeback continued when Dexter Davis recovered and returned a Valor fumble 44 yards for a touchdown, bringing the score to 
37-26, Washington. Toliver hauled in his second touchdown of the night, a 20-yarder from Meyer with 6:03 remaining in the game to give the 
Valor a 44-26 cushion. Carden tallied his second rushing touchdown of the night with 40 seconds remaining, which was quickly answered by a 
Bernard Morris seven-yard touchdown for the Valor, extending their lead to 51-32. Williams hauled in his second touchdown of the night with 
seven seconds remaining to set the 51-38 final score.  
 
The Valor have their first bye week of the season next week, but return to action on Sat., April 22, hosting the Philadelphia Soul at 7 p.m. at the 
Verizon Center. The Brigade travel to Cleveland next weekend to take on the Gladiators on Sat., April 15 at 7 p.m. 
 
WEEK 3: 
 

VALOR FALL TO DEFENDING CHAMPION SOUL 49-31 
Mike Washington goes for 125 yards and two touchdowns in loss 

  
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Washington Valor dropped their first game of the season Saturday night, a 49-31 loss to the defending champion 
Philadelphia Soul at Verizon Center. Valor QB Erik Meyer and WR Mike Washington continued to display an early-season rapport, connecting 
for two more first half touchdowns. 
  
"Good first half for us,” Valor Head Coach Dean Cokinos said. “The game is all about possessions, so as we saw in the second half, they made 
more plays than we did. The game is about controlling the football and when you give it up on offense the game turns quickly.” 
 
The Valor started strong, opening the game on a 14-0 run, sparked by a 4th-and-inches touchdown run from backup QB Bernard Morris on the 
team’s opening drive. Washington followed with its first defensive touchdown in team history as DB Tracy Belton intercepted and returned Soul 
QB Dan Raudabaugh’s pass on the 8-yard-line. Philadelphia got on the board with 8:27 in the first quarter when Raudabaugh hit receiver Darius 
Reynolds for the 34-yard touchdown. Washington closed the first quarter on the first of Mike Washington’s two touchdowns of the game, a 16-
yard reception he gathered off a deflection of teammate T.T. Toliver’s hands. 
 
The team’s traded scores and the Valor entered halftime with a 31-28 lead. Washington struggled to generate offense in the second half while 
Soul WR Shaun Kauleinamoku hauled in two second half touchdowns, leading Philadelphia to a 49-31 final. 
 
“We just didn't make enough plays, but we're going to learn,” Cokinos explained. “We'll learn from this game and we'll move on to Cleveland 
next week. It was a good second step for us as an organization.” 
 



WASHINGTON VALOR  

GAME NOTES  
 
Next for the Valor is the franchise’s first road game. Washington heads to Cleveland for a matchup with the Gladiators with kickoff set for 7 
p.m. on Fri. April 28 at Quicken Loans Arena. The game will be broadcast on Monumental Sports Network.               
 
KEY STAT: Philadelphia scored touchdowns on all three of their red zone opportunities, while Washington managed only one touchdown and 
one field goal in five red zone chances. 
 
KEY MOMENT: With 0:56 remaining in the third quarter, Soul defensive back James Romain returned a TC Steven missed field goal attempt 51 
yards for a Soul touchdown, giving Philadelphia its first lead of the game, 28-24. 
 
WEEK 4: 
 

VALOR FALL TO GLADIATORS IN CLEVELAND 
Erik Meyer throws for 300th career touchdown in Washington loss 

 
CLEVELAND, OH. — The Valor (1-2) dropped their second game of the season, 48-34, to the Cleveland Gladiators (1-3) Friday night at Quicken 
Loans Arena in Cleveland, OH. Gladiators QB and Offensive Player of the Game Arvell Nelson led the way for the Gladiators, tallying five total 
touchdowns in the game. Valor QB Erik Meyer’s four-touchdown performance was highlighted by a nine-yard score to WR Roger Jackson in the 
second quarter that marked his 300th career touchdown pass. Meyer, putting him in a class of just 25 AFL quarterbacks to ever accomplish the 
feat. 
  
“We played a really good first half as a team,” Valor Head Coach Dean Cokinos said. “We turned the ball over in the second half. It’s really hard 
to win in arena football when you turn the ball over like that.”  
 
Cleveland got on the board first when WR Quentin Sims capped a three-play drive with a six-yard touchdown run, giving the Gladiators and early 
7-0 lead. On the following Valor possession, Meyer through an interception, his third of the season, on the Valor’s first drive of the game. After a 
short return, the Gladiators took over at their own 18-yard line. Washington got the ball back after DL Brandon Sesay stripped Cleveland QB Arvell 
Nelson in the midst of his passing motion. DL Everett Dawkins scooped up the ball for the Valor, his second fumble recovery of the season. Meyer 
found WR TT Toliver for a six-yard touchdown. TC Stevens converted on the extra point attempt to tie the game at seven with 35.8 remaining in 
the opening quarter.  
 
The Gladiators scored the first points of the second quarter as Nelson gave the Gladiators a 14-7 lead with 11:31 remaining in the second quarter 
when he scrambled for a five-yard touchdown. With 9:15 remaining in the frame, Meyer found WR Roger Jackson for nine-yard touchdown that 
knotted the game up at 14. The score marked the 300th career passing touchdown for Erik Meyer, making him only the 25th man to complete the 
feat in AFL history.  
 
With just over six minutes remaining in the second quarter, Sims had a touchdown wiped off the board when he was called for offensive pass 
interference. An unsportsmanlike conduct penalty bumped the Gladiators back to their own territory. Cleveland managed to overcome, however. 
Nelson found Sims for an 18-yard gain on third-and-long just a play before WR Brandon Thompkins hauled in an eight-yard score to put the 
Gladiators up 21-14. 
 
The Valor took their first lead of the game when Erik Meyer found WR Greg Carr for an eight-yard touchdown. The kick was no good, so the Valor 
held a 27-21 lead with 30 seconds remaining in the half. 
 
Cleveland scored the first points of the second half as Nelson broke a 43-yard touchdown run that tied the game at 27. The Valor turned the ball 
over on downs on the ensuing possession, setting Cleveland up for two-play drive ending in a one-yard touchdown rush by OL Phillipkeith Manley. 
Cleveland extended its lead to 41-27 when Sims scored his first receiving and second overall touchdown of the game, an eight-yard catch and run 
from Nelson. 
 
With 10:39 left in the game, Meyer found Carr for their second touchdown connection of the game, bringing the score to 41-34, Cleveland. The 
score was Meyer’s fourth through the air of the night. 
 
Up one score with just over six minutes remaining, on fourth-and-fifteen at their own 11-yard line, Nelson evaded potential tacklers, gathered 
himself and delivered a 39-yard strike to WR Collin Taylor, giving the Gladiators a 48-34 lead. The Valor go into Gladiator territory on the following 
drive, but progress stalled as the offense turned the ball over on downs with 1:40 remaining in the game, where Cleveland ran the clock down to 
zero, sealing a win. 
 
KEY STAT: With a nine-yard touchdown pass in the second quarter, Valor QB Erik Meyer became the 25th player in AFL history to throw for 300 
career touchdowns. 
 
KEY MOMENT: Gladiators QB Arvell Nelson’s 39-yard touchdown on fourth-and-fifteen with 1:40 remaining in the game put the Gladiators up 
48-34, solidifying the win. 
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WEEK 6: 

VALOR LOSE TO STORM 41-33 
  
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Washington Valor (1-3) lost a heartbreaker 41-33 to the Tampa Bay Storm (4-1).  Valor QB Erik Meyer was 17 for 29 
for 183 yards and five touchdowns, hitting five different receivers. WR Greg Carr led the receiving corps with four receptions for 57 yards and 
one touchdown.  
 
Storm QB Randy Hippeard was named the game’s Most Valuable Player after going 20 for 31 for 205 yards and five touchdowns. He also added 
11 rushes for 23 yards and one touchdown.  
  
"We scored on every possession on offense which was a big improvement for us,” said Valor Head Coach Dean Cokinos. “Our guys played really 
hard, we had a chance to tie the game at the end but we had miscues. There are reasons why you win or lose and we will address them. ” 
 
DL Brandon Sesay who earned Defensive Player of the Game honors, led the Valor defense with seven tackles and 2.5 sacks for a loss of eight 
yards.  
 
Washington will travel to Tampa for a rematch with the Storm on Sat., May 20 at 7 p.m. at Amalie Arena.  
The game will be broadcast on Monumental Sports Network.               
 
KEY STAT: Tampa Bay did not fumble the ball while Washington had three.  
 
KEY MOMENT: Tampa recovered a fumble by Washington late in the fourth quarter.  
 
WEEK 7: 

 
WASHINGTON DROPS 53-47 FINAL TO TAMPA BAY 

Toliver eclipses 2,000 career points as Valor fall to Storm 
 
TAMPA, FL — The Tampa Bay Storm defeated the Washington Valor, 53-47, in a back-and-forth contest Saturday night at Amalie Arena. Valor 
WR and Offensive Player of the Game Roger Jackson led the way for Washington with 137 yards and two touchdowns through the air while the 
game’s MVP, Storm WR Joe Hills, led the way for Tampa Bay with 123 receiving yards and three touchdowns, including the game-winner with just 
three seconds remaining. 
  
“We’re growing,” Valor Head Coach Dean Cokinos said. “We’ve got to keep moving. That’s the game. This is arena ball. It so often comes down 
to the last possession and just have to learn and be able to win one of these games.” 
 
On the game’s opening kickoff, Storm WR Kendrick Ings dodged his way through the Washington coverage team and broke free, but lost control 
of the ball inside the five-yard line just prior to scoring. The Valor recovered the ball and capitalized on the mishap, taking an early 7-0 lead when 
QB Erik Meyer took a one-yard run into the end zone on the ensuing possession. The Storm responded with a 12-yard touchdown pass from QB 
Randy Hippeard to WR Lamark Brown, tying the game at seven. The score remained tied after one quarter, with the Valor accumulating over 10 
minutes of possession time in the opening frame. 
 
Meyer found TE Anthony Parker on the second play of the second quarter, giving the Valor a 14-0 lead. The score marked the first points of the 
season for Parker. Tampa Bay again answered the bell, this time on a Dexter Jackson one-yard touchdown run with 11:05 remaining to tie the 
game at 14. With 6:17 remaining in the half, Meyer found Jackson for a 37-yard strike to give the Valor a 20-14 lead. The extra point attempt was 
blocked. The play was Jackson’s longest reception of the season and his third touchdown on the year. 
 
History was made with 50 seconds remaining in the half as Valor WR T.T. Toliver found the end zone on a 29-yard pass from Meyer, giving the 
veteran receiver 2,002 career points. Only five players in league history have crossed the 2,000-point threshold. The score gave the Valor a 26-14 
lead. Hippeard found Hills for a 35-yard touchdown with 22 seconds remaining in the half, cutting the Valor lead to 26-20. 
 
After the Valor fumbled the opening kickoff of the second half, the Storm tied the game at 26 on a five-yard pass from Hippeard to Ings. 
Washington answered on its next possession, however, as Meyer found WR Julius Gregory for a 10-yard touchdown, capping a drive highlighted 
by a 38-yard catch-and-run by Jackson. The Valor led 33-26 with 10:37 remaining in the third quarter. As they had all night, the Storm answered. 
On the ensuing possession, Hippeard found Ings for his second touchdown of the quarter, a 12-yarder to knot the game at 33. On the last play of 
the third quarter, Meyer scrambled on third-and-goal from the 12-yard-line, setting up a fourth down try from the two-yard line.  Meyer rolled 
out of the pocket and found WR Charles McClain for a two-yard touchdown, giving the Valor a 40-33 lead just five seconds into the fourth quarter. 
 
Ings scored his third touchdown of the game on a 33-yard toss from Hippeard, tying the game once again, this time at 40. On the Valor next 
possession, Meyer lost control of the ball as he went down with a right hamstring injury with 6:40 left in the game. The Storm recovered and took 
a 47-40 lead on the following possession. In his first possession of the game, Valor QB Bernard Morris led Washington down the field and finished 
the drive with a two-yard touchdown to Jackson. The Storm answered yet again, this time sealing the game, with a three-yard touchdown pass 
from Hippeard to Hills with three seconds left in the contest. 
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KEY STAT: Valor WR T.T. Toliver became the fifth player in AFL history to record 2,000 career points when he gathered a 29-yard pass from QB 
Erik Meyer late in the second quarter. 
 
KEY MOMENT: The Storm took a 53-47 lead on WR Joe Hills third touchdown of the game with just three seconds left in the game, sealing the 
Tampa Bay victory. 
 
WEEK 8:  

VALOR LOSE HEARTBREAKER TO SOUL 
 
The Washington Valor (1-5) took the Philadelphia Soul (7-0) to the wire in a narrow but inspired, 48-47, defeat at Verizon Center. In his Valor 
debut, QB Sean Brackett led a late Washington charge throwing for 231 yards and five touchdowns in the place of the injured QB Erik Meyer.   
 
In his fifth career, Brackett’s standout effort included a career-high 26 completions on 44 attempts. He has tossed for at least five touchdowns in 
three career games.  
 
Brackett and WR Greg Carr were the story of the first half, connecting for three touchdowns including a 20-yard strike on the first possession of 
the game. Carr finished the game with 12 receptions for 131 yards and four touchdowns, all season highs.  
 
A 28-28 stalemate at half, Philadelphia came out with the first two scores in the third quarter, the first on a Mykell Benson one-yard dive. Shortly 
after, Soul QB Dan Raudabaugh hit WR Darius Reynolds on a 28-yard slant to make the score 42-28. Raudabaugh finished 10-for-22 for 148 yards 
and five touchdowns.  
 
The Valor charged back in the fourth quarter, outscoring the Soul, 19-6, to pull the game within one point on multiple occasions. Washington had 
the opportunity to tie the game on two occasions but were unable to convert on the extra-point attempts. 
 
The Valor attempted a late onside kick but the Soul recovered and were able to runout the clock.  
 
Next up for the Valor is the Cleveland Gladiators at Verizon Center on June 3. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. and the game will be televised on CBS Sports 
Network.  
 
KEY STAT: Valor QB Sean Brackett made his first AFL start since August 8, 2015, a span of 658 days. Brackett's last start was with the Las Vegas 
Outlaws, facing the Spokane Shock.  
 
KEY MOMENT: With 41.5 seconds remaining in the game, WR Charles McClain scored a Valor rushing touchdown on a reverse to give Washington 
the opportunity to tie the game (48-47).  
 
WEEK 9: 
 

VALOR FALL TO GLADIATORS 
Cleveland QB Arvell Nelson Throws for 5 TDs in Win 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Washington Valor hosted the Cleveland Gladiators with each team looking for their second win of the season. The 
Gladiators would win the contest in dominating fashion 59-35. Cleveland set the tone early and jumped to a 21-0 lead that proved too much for 
Washington to overcome. Cleveland was helped by strong offensive performances from QB Arvell Nelson (21-28, 260 yards, 5 TD, 0 INT) and 
WR Michael Preston (105 yards, 3 TD). Valor QB Sean Brackett was 20 for 36, for 292 yards, four touchdowns and three interceptions.  
 
Cleveland wasted no time in finding the end zone, as Nelson connected with Preston for an opening drive score. The Gladiators would add to 
their lead later in the quarter after FB Jeramie Richardson rumbled for a four yard rushing touchdown, resulting in a 14-0 Cleveland lead.  
 
Following an interception thrown by Brackett, the Gladiators converted once again, as Nelson found Preston for his second score of the night. 
The Valor responded with their first points of the game after Brackett completed a four-yard fade to WR Greg Carr, cutting the Gladiator lead to 
14 points. Both teams traded a pair of touchdowns during the ensuing drives, resulting in a 27-14 Gladiator lead. Cleveland would add to this lead 
when Preston caught his third touchdown of the night, followed later by a last minute touchdown run by WR Tom Gilson, which gave the 
Gladiators a 40-14 advantage going into halftime.  
 
Washington started the second half strong, scoring on their first drive when Brackett found WR Josh Reese for a 12-yard score. Cleveland 
answered with a long drive of their own, capped off by a three-yard rushing touchdown from Richardson, his second of the game. Another 
Cleveland touchdown to end the third quarter left the score at 53-21.  
 
The Valor got on the scoreboard first in the fourth after a successful trick pay resulted in a WR Josh Reese touchdown pass to WR Roger Jackson. 
Cleveland countered, however, as Richardson added another rushing touchdown, giving him three on the night.  
 
KEY STAT: Cleveland attacked the Valor with a balanced scoring effort, passing for 5 touchdowns and rushing for another 4. 
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WEEK 10: 
 

VALOR DROP MATCHUP WITH STORM, 58-57 
McClain sets franchise record for all-purpose yards, Brackett throws seven touchdowns 

  
TAMPA, FL. — The Washington Valor (1-7) fell, 58-57, to the Tampa Bay Storm (7-1) Saturday night at Amalie Arena in Tampa, Fla. Storm WR Joe 
Hills took home the game’s MVP award for his 124-yard, three-touchdown performance while Washington’s Charles McClain and Everette 
Dawkins were given Offensive and Defensive Player of the Game awards, respectively. 
  
“We had a chance to win here in the end,” Valor Head Coach Dean Cokinos said. “We did enough good things to win. Guys are really playing hard 
together. These guys keep getting up and fighting. It’s unfortunate.” 
 
Valor FB Will Corbin capped a 40-yard opening drive with a six-yard touchdown run, giving Washington a 6-0 lead less than five minutes into the 
game. The run marked the first touchdown of the season for Corbin. Tampa Bay responded on their next drive, taking a 7-6 lead on a 21-yard 
pass from QB Randy Hippeard to WR Kendrick Ings. Valor QB Sean Brackett threw his first touchdown of the game with 5:21 left in the first 
quarter, a five-yard toss to WR Josh Reese, giving the Valor a 12-7 lead. On the second quarter’s first play from scrimmage, Brackett found WR 
Charles McClain for a 41-yard score, giving the Valor a 18-14 lead. The team’s traded scores before DB Dominic Addison extended the Washington 
lead to 32-21 when he intercepted Hippeard and returned the ball 43 yards for a Valor touchdown with 41.6 seconds left in the half. This marked 
the first time in the game that a team held a lead greater than one possession. Hippeard recovered, however, finding WR Joe Hills for his second 
touchdown of the game, cutting the Valor lead to 32-28 at halftime. 
 
Each team scored on its first possession of the second half, bringing the score to 38-35 with 9:33 remaining in the third quarter. McClain scored 
his third touchdown of the night when Brackett found him for a seven-yard score, giving the Valor a 44-35 lead with 1:36 remaining in the third 
quarter. With just over nine minutes remaining in the game, the Storm brought the game back within one score. Hippeard kept the ball for himself 
and ran it in for a seven-yard score, bringing the score to 44-42 Valor. Washington extended their lead on the following drive when Brackett 
connected with WR Greg Carr for a 23-yard score, giving the Valor a 51-42 lead with 7:46 remaining in the game. On the next drive, Hippeard 
threw his sixth touchdown of the night, setting the score at 51-49, Valor, with just under four minutes remaining. With 2:20 remaining in the 
game, Brackett was called for intentional grounding in the end zone, resulting in a game-tying safety. Thirty-five seconds later, Hippeard gave 
Tampa Bay a 58-51 lead when he found Hills for the third time. Brackett found Carr for an 11-yard score with nine seconds remaining to bring the 
game within one, but Washington’s two-point conversion attempt was unsuccessful. Tampa Bay recovered the Valor’s onside kick attempt, sealing 
the 58-57 win. 
 
KEY STAT: In just the first half, WR Charles McClain set a franchise record for all-purpose yards in a single game with 168. He finished with 215. 
WR Mike Washington held the previous record of 167, which he set during Week 1 of the 2017 season. 
 
WEEK 12: 
 

BRACKETT THROWS FIVE TOUCHDOWNS IN LOSS TO BALTIMORE 
Valor fall to Brigade, evening their season series at one apiece 

  
BALTIMORE, MD — The Washington Valor (1-8) dropped a 51-41 decision to the Baltimore Brigade (3-6) Friday night at Royal Farms Arena. Valor 
QB Sean Brackett tossed five touchdowns, including three to WR Charles McClain, a season high for the wideout. 
  
“We are still making a lot of rookie mistakes,” said Valor Head Coach Dean Cokinos. “We just have to keep learning.” 
 
Baltimore wasted little time getting on the scoreboard, as QB Shane Carden delivered a 17-yard strike to WR Reggie Gray for an opening-drive 
touchdown. The Valor responded with a score of their own, a 44-yarder that deflected off a Brigade defender before being hauled in by WR Greg 
Carr. The Brigade struck back with just over a minute remaining in the first quarter, bringing the score to 14-7. The Valor started the second 
quarter strong, finding their way into the end zone thanks to Brackett’s second touchdown pass of the night. A botched extra point attempt would 
leave the Valor down by one, 14-13.  Washington and Baltimore traded scores on their ensuing drives, knotting the game at 20-20. After Brigade 
WR Brandon Collins took a screen pass 34 yards to the Valor one-yard line, the Brigade were able to punch it in when Gray caught his third 
touchdown of the game, giving Baltimore a 27-20 lead.  Both teams managed to find the end zone again before halftime, giving the Brigade a 34-
27 lead going into halftime. 
 
Baltimore opened the second half as Carden scored on a one-yard rush up the middle to extend the Brigade lead to 14 points. The first double-
digit lead of the game would not last long, however, as Washington scored on the following drive when Brackett completed a 12-yard pass to 
McClain. The Brigade took a two-score, fourth quarter lead when Carden found FB Rory Nixon for a seven-yard touchdown. The Valor countered 
with a touchdown pass of their own, this time with WR Josh Reese on the receiving end. The following extra point kick cut Baltimore’s lead to 
seven, 48-41. A 21-yard field goal sealed the game for the Brigade with 58 seconds remaining. 
 
KEY STAT: The Brigade possessed the ball for a total of 33:24 compared to the Valor’s 26:36. 
 
WEEK 13: 
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STORM SCORE IN FINAL SECONDS TO SEAL WIN OVER VALOR 
Belton hits career interception milestone in Tampa 

  
TAMPA, FL. — The Washington Valor (1-9) fell, 55-51, in a back-and-forth affair with the Tampa Bay Storm (8-2) Saturday night at Amalie Arena 
in Florida. Valor DB Tracy Belton became the seventh player in AFL history to record 50 career interceptions and was named Defensive Player of 
the Game for his performance that also featured six solo tackles, a fumble recovery, which he returned for a touchdown, and two pass break-
ups. Valor QB Sean Brackett completed 21-31 passes for 248 yards and scored five total touchdowns on his way to being named Offensive Player 
of the Game. Storm WR Kendrick Ings was named MVP of the Game for his 11-catch, 111-yard and three-touchdown performance. 
  
The Valor wasted no time getting on the board, cashing in on their first drive with a 24-yard touchdown pass from QB Sean Brackett to WR Greg 
Carr with 11:36 left in the first quarter. Storm QB Randy Hippeard answered just over a minute later, finding WR Justin Hilton for a 36-yard 
touchdown, evening the score at six. Brackett threw his second touchdown of the night on the following possession, hitting a wide open WR 
Roger Jackson for a 39-yard score, giving the Valor a 12-6 lead. Tampa Bay scored a pair of consecutive special teams touchdowns to take a 20-
12 lead – the first, a kickoff return by Ings and the second, a Valor fumble recovered and returned for a touchdown by Storm WR Michael Lindsey. 
Tampa Bay took a 27-12 lead on the second Hippeard-Hilton connection of the night, a five-yard score with 12:44 remaining in the second quarter 
before the Valor then went on a run of their own as rushing touchdowns by Brackett and WR T.T. Toliver brought the score to 27-25, Storm. 
Washington entered the half trailing, 34-31, after another Hippeard touchdown pass and a kickoff return touchdown, the first in team history, by 
Valor WR Charles McClain each occurred in the final six seconds of the second quarter. 
 
With just under 12 minutes remaining in the third quarter, the Valor took their first lead since the first possession of the game. Storm FB Dexter 
Jackson looked to punch the ball in from the one-yard line, but JR Collins jarred the ball loose, causing a fumble that was recovered and returned 
for a touchdown by Belton, giving the Valor a 37-34 advantage. Washington extended its lead to 44-34 on the final play of the third quarter, a 
Brackett pass to Jackson, who lateralled the ball just before getting tackled to McClain, who ran it in for a score. With 8:23 remaining in the game, 
the Storm ended a scoring drought that lasted over 20 minutes as Hippeard scored on a one-yard run, bringing the Storm within one score. Toliver 
found the end zone again, this time hauling in a seven-yard pass from Brackett with 2:13 remaining, giving the Valor a 51-41 lead. Tampa Bay 
answered, however, on the following drive with a 12-yard pass from Hippeard to Lindsey, bringing the score to 51-48 with 40 second left in the 
game. Tampa Bay recovered the ensuing onside kick attempt and scored the game-winning touchdown, a four-yard touchdown pass from 
Hippeard to Ings with 10 seconds on the clock, sealing a 55-51 victory. 
 
KEY MOMENT: On the final play of the third quarter, Valor QB Sean Brackett found WR Roger Jackson deep down the center of the field, who 
lateraled the ball, just before being tackled, to WR Charles McClain, who ran it in for a touchdown, giving Washington a 44-34 lead entering the 
fourth quarter. 
 
WEEK 15:  
 

TOLIVER MAKES HISTORY, VALOR FALL TO DEFENDING CHAMPS 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ wŀǳŘŀōŀǳƎƘΩǎ ƴƛƴŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŘƻǿƴǎΣ Ŧŀƭƭ ǘƻ tƘƛƭƭȅΣ су-41 

  
PHILADELPHIA, PA. — The Washington Valor lost, 68-41, at the hands of the defending-champion Philadelphia Soul Saturday night at Wells Fargo 
Center. Valor WR T.T. Toliver caught five passes for 82 yards and a pair of scores, his first multi-touchdown game of the season. QB Dan 
Raudabaugh led the way for the Soul, completing 26-30 passes for 330 yards and nine touchdowns. 
  
The Valor got on the board first, taking a 7-0 lead on a 17-yard Toliver touchdown reception with 10:58 left in the opening quarter. Toliver, already 
the AFL’s all-time leader in receiving yards, surpassed the 16,000-yard mark in the first quarter. Just under two minutes later, the Soul responded 
with a 33-yard touchdown pass from Raudabaugh to WR Shaun Kauleinamoku, tying the game at seven. A 16-yard catch-and-run from FB Mykel 
Benson gave the Soul 14-7 lead, which held until the end of the first quarter. Valor WR Gregg Carr scored on a four-yard pass from QB Sean 
Brackett, tying the game at 14 and marking the sixth-straight game the wideout has found the end zone. After a Soul score, Toliver tallied his 
second touchdown of the night, this time a 29-yarder to knot the score at 21 apiece. The teams traded a trio of scores in the final minute of the 
first half, Brackett throwing one and Raudabuagh throwing two, giving the Soul a 38-24 lead at half. 
 
A pair of Kauleinamoku touchdown receptions accounted for the only scoring in the third quarter, giving the Soul a 48-28 heading into the fourth. 
Brackett scored on a five-yard run less than a minute into the quarter, bringing the Valor back within two scores. The Soul then scored on 
consecutive offensive drives, both by way of Raudabaugh touchdown passes. Soul FB Mykel Benson’s one-yard run with 4:31 left in the game 
gave Philadelphia a 68-35 lead. Valor FB Will Corbin scored on a seven-yard run with just over a minute left to set the final score, 68-41. 
 
KEY STAT: Valor WR T.T. Toliver became the third player in major professional football history to surpass 16,000 career receiving yards. Already 
the league’s leader in receiving yards, Toliver now has 16,071 on his career. 
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TRANSACTIONS 
DATE TRANSACTION POSITION PLAYER 

April 12 Placed on IR DL JR Collins 

April 13 Have been assigned WR Josh Reese 

April 18 Have been assigned WR Justin Wilson 

April 18 Placed on IR WR Josh Reese 

April 20 Have been assigned DL Jake Payne 

April 20 Placing on reassignment WR Justin Wilson 

April 26 Have been assigned WR Charles McClain 

April 26 Placing on recallable reassignment WR Julius Gregory 

May 8 Have been assigned WR Julius Gregory 

May 8 Have been assigned OL Kelby Johnson 

May 8 Placing on recallable reassignment WR Charles McClain 

May 8 Placing on recallable reassignment DL Jake Payne 

May 10 Have been assigned DL Jake Payne 

May 10 Placing on reassignment OL Kelby Johnson 

May 11 Have been assigned WR Charles McClain 

May 11 Placing on recallable reassignment DL Reggie Wilson 

May 12 Have been assigned DL  Reggie Wilson 

May 12 Placing on reassignment DB Brian Smith 

May 16 Have been assigned DL Bryson Kelly 

May 16 Activating from inactive reserve OL Adam Shead 

May 16 Placing on inactive reserve WR Mike Washington 

May 16 Placing on recallable reassignment DB Cameron McGlenn 

May 17 Activating from recallable reassignment DB Cameron McGlenn 

May 17 Placing on reassignment DL Bryson Kelly 

May 22 Placing on league suspension DL Bryson Kelly 

May 23 Have been assigned DB James Harrell 

May 23 Claiming off reassignment OL Joe Madsen 

May 23 Placing on recallable reassignment DB Dominic Addison 

May 24 Have been assigned  QB Josh Portis 

May 24 Reactivating from injured reserve QB Sean Brackett 

May 24 Placing on reassignment OL John Collins 

May 24 Placing on reassignment DL James McClinton 

May 24 Activating from recallable reassignment DB Dominic Addison 

May 24 Placing on injured reserve QB Erik Meyer 

May 24 Placing on league suspension QB Bernard Morris 

May 24 Placing on refuse to report DB James Harrell 

May 24 Placing on refuse to report OL Joe Madsen 

May 25 Reactivating from injured reserve WR Josh Reese 

May 25 Reactivating from injured reserve DL David Washington 

May 25 Placing on injured reserve OL Jarien Moreland 

May 25 Placing on injured reserve DL Reggie Wilson 

May 30 Have been assigned WR Justin Wilson 

May 30 Placing on inactive reserve OL David Wang 

May 30 Placing on injured reserve WR Mike Washington 

May 31 Placing on reassignment K T.C. Stevens 

May 31 Have been assigned K Sam Hurwitz 

June 1 Have been assigned WR L.J. Castille 

June 1 Activating from refuse to report DB James Harrell 

June 1 Placing on injured reserve WR T.T. Toliver 

June 1 Placing on reassignment WR Julius Gregory 

June 6 Activating from inactive reserve OL David Wang 

June 6 Placing on inactive reserve DB Terrance Smith 

June 8 Have been assigned DL J.R. Collins 

June 8 Placing on reassignment WR Justin Wilson 

June 15 Placing on reassignment DL Johnnie Farms 

June 16 Have been assigned OL Siosifa Tufunga 

June 16 Placing on recallable reassignment K Sam Hurwitz 
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June 21 Have been assigned DB Michael Knight 

June 21 Have been assigned K TC Steven 

June 21 Have been assigned WR Justin Wilson 

June 21 Activating from inactive reserve DB Terrance Smith 

June 21 Placing on injured reserve LB James Gordon 

June 21 Placing on injured reserve DB Cameron McGlenn 

June 21 Placing on inactive reserve OL David Wang 

June 21 Placing on recallable reassignment OL James Atoe 

June 22 Activating from recallable reassignment OL James Atoe 

June 22 Placing on reassignment OL Siosifa Tufunga 

June 28 Have been assigned DB Brian Smith 

June 28 Placing on injured reserve DB Terrance Smith 

June 29 Have been assigned K Josh Gable 

June 29 Re-activating from injured reserve LB Jimmy Gordon 

June 29 Re-activating from injured reserve WR T.T. Toliver 

June 29 Activating from inactive reserve OL David Wang 

June 29 Placing on inactive reserve DL James Atoe 

June 29 Placing on reassignment WR Josh Reese 

June 29 Placing on reassignment K T.C. Stevens 

June 29 Placing on reassignment WR Justin Wilson 

July 3 Placing on retirement QB Erik Meyer 

July 7 Claiming off reassignment OL Phillip-Keith Manley 

July 7  Placing on reassignment DL Zack Bullock 

July 7  Placing on reassignment K Josh Gable 

July 10 Have been assigned DL Zack Bullock 

July 10 Have been assigned WR Josh Reese 

July 10 Placing on refuse to report OL Phillip-Keith Manley 

July 10 Placing on reassignment WR L.J. Castile 

July 14 Claiming off reassignment QB Warren Smith 

July 17 Placing on refuse to report QB Warren Smith 

July 17 Placing on reassignment OL Joe Madsen 

July 20 Have been assigned WR Justin Wilson 

July 20 Activating from refuse to report QB Warren Smith 

July 20 Placing on league suspension WR Greg Carr 

July 20 Placing on reassignment QB Josh Portis 
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Dominic Addison - #23 - DB 
HT: 6-2 // WT: 185 // COLLEGE: Bethune-Cookman //  

DOB: 2/1/93 // EXP: 2 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Recorded 63 tackles, four forced fumbles and 
one interception in two seasons with the Tampa Bay Storm. 
COLLEGE: Standout at Bethune-Cookman. Was named to the 
Associated Press Football Championship Subdivision All-America 
Second Team. Helped Bethune-Cookman to consecutive MEAC 
titles 
OTHER PRO EXPERIENCE: NFL’s Houston Texans (2014) 
PERSONAL: Off the field, Addison enjoys teaching. Favorite TV 
show: Forensic Files. Favorite performer: Lil Boosie. Favorite food: 
shrimp pasta. Favorite color: green.  
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2014 Bethune-Cookman (College) 
2014 Houston Texans (NFL) 
2015-16 Tampa Bay (AFL) 

SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Tallied four total tackles in a Week 1 win over 
Baltimore 

¶ Tied a season-high with four tackles during a Week 6 
matchup with Tampa Bay 

¶ Registered two solo tackles and a pass break-up in 
Washington’s Week 8 loss against the Soul 

¶ Two tackles and a pass deflection during the Valor’s 
Week 9 matchup with Cleveland 

¶ Tied his season high with five solo tackles against the 
Brigade in Week 12 

¶ Tallied five solo tackles and a tackle assist in Week 15 
against the Soul 

¶ Five solo tackles against the Brigade in Week 16 

 

Tracy Belton - #6 - DB 
HT: 6-0 // WT: 185 // COLLEGE: UMASS // DOB: 5/8/84 // EXP: 7 
HONORS: 2016 Arena Football Defensive Player of the Year 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Veteran player that led the league in 
interceptions for 129 yards and three defensive touchdowns in 
2016 as a member of the Philadelphia Soul. In addition to being 
named Defensive Player of the Year, Belton was named the 
Defensive Back of the Year and earned First Team All-Arena. As a 
member of the New Orleans VooDoo, Belton was ranked second 

PLAYER BIOS 
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on the team with 76.0 total tackles. He has recorded 515 career 
tackles. 
COLLEGE: Played for the University of Massachusetts 
PERSONAL: Belton’s favorite book is Black Beauty. Favorite food: 
seafood. Favorite movie: Four Brothers. Favorite colors: black and 
red. Favorite TV show: Martin. Hometown: Washington, DC. 
Favorite sports teams: All DC sports teams. 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2010 Bethune-Cookman (College) 
2010 Milwaukee Mustangs (AFL) 
2011 Georgia Force (AFL) 
2012 Georgia Force (AFL) 
2013-14 Jacksonville Sharks (AFL) 
2014 Orlando Predators (AFL) 
2015 New Orleans VooDoo (AFL) 
2016 Philadelphia Soul (AFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY:  

¶ Belton notched five unassisted tackles and two 
interceptions in the Valor’s season-opening win over 
the Brigade. 

¶ Hauled in his third interception of the season, which he 
returned eight yards for a touchdown, to go along with 
four tackles against his former team, the Philadelphia 
Soul. 

¶ Tied a season-high with five tackles in a Week 6 
matchup with Tampa Bay. 

¶ Named Defensive Player of the Game for his eight-
total-tackle performance during Week 9 vs. CLE 

¶ Recorded six solo tackles in Week 15 against the Soul 

¶ Five solo tackles and two pass break-ups against the 
Brigade in Week 16 

 

Sean Brackett - #12 - QB 
HT: 6-1 // WT: 205 // COLLEGE: COLUMBIA // DOB: 11/3/91 // 

EXP: 2 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Brackett has two seasons of AFL experience. He 
spent the 2015 season with the Las Vegas Outlaws, throwing for 
1,109 yards and 22 touchdowns in eight games. During the 2016 
season, he appeared in three games for the Jacksonville Sharks. 
COLLEGE: Brackett played his college ball at Columbia University/ 
Over the course of his collegiate career, he threw for 6,273 yards 
and 46 touchdowns and ran for another 11 scores. He was named 
first-team All-Ivy League in 2010 after throwing for 2,072 yards 
and 19 touchdowns in nine games. 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Completed 26-44 passes for 231 yards and five 
touchdowns in his first game with the Valor, a Week 8 
matchup with Philadelphia. 

¶ Completed 20-36 passes for 292 yards and four 
touchdowns against CLE in Week 8. 

¶ Set career and franchise-records with 299 yards and 
seven touchdowns in Week 11 against the Storm 

¶ Threw for 183 yards and five touchdowns against the 
Brigade in Week 12 

¶ Completed 23-37 passes for 216 yards and four 
touchdowns in Week 15 against the Soul 

¶ Threw for 175 yards and four touchdowns on 16-31 
passing and added a rushing touchdown against the 
Brigade in Week 16 

 

 

 

J.R. Collins - #42 - DL 

HT: 6-2 // WT: 245 // COLLEGE: VIRGINIA TECH // DOB: 1/22/91 
// EXP: 1 

COLLEGE: Played four seasons a Virginia Tech (’10-’13), amassing 
164 tackles an 17.5 sacks in 53 career games (35 starts). Named 
2013 Coaches Honorable Mention All-ACC and 2011 Honorable 
Mention All-ACC. 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Recorded a tackle assist and a forced fumble in the 
Valor’s season-opening win over Baltimore 

¶ Tallied his first sack of the season, part of a two-tackle 
performance in Week 15 against the Soul 

 

Will Corbin - #44 – OL/FB 
HT: 6-6 // WT: 315 // COLLEGE: APPALACHIAN STATE // DOB: 

12/7/86 // EXP: R 
COLLEGE: Played at Appalachian State from 2010-13 (redshirted 
during his freshman season). Started 20-of-21 games at right 
tackle over the course of his final two seasons after switching 
from defensive line. 
OTHER EXPERIENCE: NFL’s Indianapolis Colts (2015) and 
Jacksonville Jaguars (2015) 
PERSONAL: Enjoys drawing in his free time. Favorite food: fried 
chicken strips. Favorite movie: Fast & Furious. Favorite color: red. 
Favorite book: Goosebumps. Favorite TV show: Supernatural. 
Favorite actor: Paul Walker.  
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2015 Appalachian State (College) 
2015 Indianapolis Colts (NFL) 
2015 Jacksonville Jaguars (NFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Scored his first rushing touchdown of the season in 
Week 11 against the Storm, a six-yard run 

¶ Ran for a season-high 41 yards and a touchdown 
against the Brigade in Week 12 

 

Everett Dawkins - #93 - DL 
HT: 6-3 // WT: 280 // COLLEGE: FLORIDA STATE // DOB: 6/13/90 

// EXP: 2 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Spent two seasons with the Tampa Bay Storm 
where he recorded 30 tackles and four sacks. 
OTHER EXPERIENCE: NFL’s Minnesota Vikings (2013), Dallas 
Cowboys (2013), Tampa Bay Buccaneers (2013) and NFL New York 
Giants (2014) 
COLLEGE: Spent 2008-12 at Florida State after a medical redshirt 
during his freshman season. Started 41 career games. Won the 
ACC Championship in 2012. Named All-ACC (Second Team), 
Coaches All-ACC (Second Team), Phil Steele Postseason All-ACC 
(Second Team), Under Armour Senior Bowl Selection. 
PERSONAL: Started his own foundation called The Underdog Kids 
Foundation. Favorite social media platform: Instagram. Favorite 
food: seafood. Favorite color: green. Favorite TV show: Game of 
Thrones. Favorite video game: Madden. Favorite performer: 
J.Cole. 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2013 Florida State University (College) 
2013 Minnesota Vikings (NFL) 
2013 Dallas Cowboys (NFL) 
2013 Tampa Bay Buccaneers (NFL) 
2014 New York Giants (NFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 
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¶ Recorded a pass deflection in Washington’s season 
opener vs. Baltimore 

¶ Notched two tackle assists in Week 4 loss to Cleveland 

¶ Tallied two tackle assists and a pass break-up in Week 
8 against the Soul. 

¶ Two solo tackles against CLE in Week 9 

¶ Notched his second sack of the season in Week 10 
against the Storm 

¶ One solo tackle and one tackle assist in Week 15 
against the Soul 

 

James “Jimmy” Gordon - #50 - DL 
HT: 6-2 // WT: 275 // COLLEGE: BUFFALO // DOB: 8/1/91 // EXP: 

2 
AFL EXPERIENCE: 23 career tackles in two AFL seasons, played 
with Jacksonville and Tampa Bay. 
COLLEGE: Played at Buffalo from 2009-12, where he was a 
mainstay as both a tight end and special teams contributor. 
PERSONAL: If he wasn’t a football player he would want to be a 
strength and conditioning coach at a Division 1 school 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2014 University of Buffalo (College) 
2015 Jacksonville Sharks (AFL) 
2016 Tampa Bay Storm (AFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Notched three tackles and a pass deflection in 
Washington’s season opener vs. Baltimore. 

¶ Tallied 1.5 sacks in Washington’s Week 7 matchup with 
Tampa Bay 

 

James Harrell - #5 - DB 
HT: 5-11 // WT: 185 // COLLEGE: ARKANSAS PINE BLUFF // DOB: 

10/6/85 // EXP: 4 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Played four seasons (2013-16) with the Tampa 
Bay Storm, tallying 182 tackles and 16 interceptions. 
COLLEGE: Attended and played at Arkansas Pine Bluff 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2013-16 Tampa Bay Storm (AFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Tallied six solo tackles and a pass deflection against the 
Storm in Week 10 

¶ Led the team with six solo tackles against the Brigade 
in Week 12 

¶ Season-high seven solo tackles and a pass deflection 
against the Storm in Week 13 

¶ Notched five solo tackles, two tackle assists and a pass 
deflection in Week 15 against the Soul 

¶ Six solo tackles against the Brigade in Week 16 

 

Roger Jackson - #17 - WR 
HT: 6-3 // WT: 185 // COLLEGE: ARKANSAS TECH // DOB: 

8/19/89 // EXP: 2 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Has played for the New Orleans VooDoo and 
Jacksonville in his two AFL seasons. Registered 108 receptions for 
1,263 yards and 21 touchdowns during his two seasons in the 
league.  
OTHER EXPERIENCE: PIFL’s Trenton Freedom (2014-2015) 
COLLEGE: As a senior, Jackson had 23 receptions for 239 yards 
and 3 touchdowns at Arkansas Tech. 
PERSONAL: If Jackson was not a football player, he would be a 
broadcast TV personality. Favorite color: blue. Favorite TV show: 

Martin. Favorite video game: Madden. Favorite performer: Lil 
Wayne. Childhood hero: his mother and brother. 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2014 Arkansas Tech (College) 
2014-15 Trenton Freedom (PFIL) 
2015 New Orleans VoodDoo (AFL) 
2016 Jacksonville Sharks (AFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Hauled in six catches for 55 yards and a touchdown in 
the Valor’s Week 4 matchup with Cleveland. 

¶ Caught his second touchdown of the season in a five-
catch, 40-yard performance in a Week-6 matchup with 
Tampa Bay. 

¶ Named Offensive Player of the Game for his nine-
catch, 137-yard and two-touchdown performance in 
Week 7 against Tampa Bay. 

¶ Tied a season high with nine receptions in Week 8 
against Philadelphia, amassing 50 yards. 

¶ Five catches for 62 yards and a touchdown against 
Cleveland in Week 9 

¶ Gathered five catches for 53 yards in Week 12 against 
the Brigade 

¶ Three catches for 70 yards and a touchdown against 
the Tampa Bay in week 13 

¶ Caught seven passes for 61 yards in Week 15 against 
the Soul 

¶ Eight catches for 52 yards and a touchdown against the 
Brigade in Week 16 

 

Michael Knight - #21 - DB 
HT: 5-10 // WT: 185 // COLLEGE: MINNESOTA WEST CC // DOB: 

6/25/91 // EXP: R 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Playing in his rookie AFL season  
COLLEGE: Attended Minnesota West CC  
SEASON SUMMARY:  

¶ Eight solo tackles, a tackle assist and a pass deflection 
in Week 13 against the Storm 

¶ Recorded three solo tackles, two pass deflections and 
his first interception of the season in Week 15 against 
the Soul 

¶ Eight solo tackles, one pass break-up and two 
interceptions against the Brigade in Week 16 

 

Charles McClain - #9 - WR 
HT: 5-7 // WT: 190 // COLLEGE: NORTH ALABAMA // DOB: 

5/22/98 // EXP: 1 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Played the 2015 season with the New Orleans 
Voodoo 
COLLEGE: Attended North Alabama University  
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2010 North Alabama (College) 
2015 New Orleans Voodoo (AFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ In his first action of the season, caught four catches for 
37 yards and two touchdowns in a Week 6 matchup 
with Tampa Bay. 

¶ Found the end zone for the second consecutive week, 
in a nine-catch, 83-yard performance against Tampa 
Bay. 

¶ Scored his first rushing touchdown of the season to go 
along with three receptions for 38 yards in Week 8 vs. 
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Philadelphia, marking the third straight week he found 
the end zone. 

¶ Set a franchise record with 215 all-purpose yards 
against the Storm in Week 10, including 137 receiving 
yards and three touchdowns. 

¶ Became the first player in Valor history for record two-
straight games with three receiving touchdowns in 
Week 12 against Baltimore. Caught six passes for 51 
yards and three scores. 

 

Anthony Parker - #72 - OL 
HT: 6-5 // WT: 330 // COLLEGE: WESTERN MICHIGAN // DOB: 

3/2/89 // EXP: 5 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Has played for Milwaukee, Iowa, Los Angeles 
and Tampa Bay.  
COLLEGE: Played with Western Michigan from 2007-11. Started a 
school-record 49 games. Named to MAC All-Freshman Team. 
PERSONAL: Parker’s first job was working at a mental health 
hospital. Favorite social media platform: Instagram. Favorite food: 
steak tacos. Favorite color: black. Favorite book: Goosebumps. 
Favorite TV show: Deadliest Catch. Favorite video game: Madden. 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS 
2012 Western Michigan (College) 
2012 Milwaukee Mustangs (af2) 
2013-14 Iowa Barnstormers (AFL) 
2015 LA Kiss (AFL) 
2016 Tampa Bay Storm (AFL) 

 

Jake Payne - #56 - DL 
HT: 6-4 // WT: 275 // COLLEGE: SHENANDOAH // DOB: 

3/14/1994 // EXP: 4 
COLLEGE: Made immediate impact in his time at Shenandoah, 
playing in all 10 games of his freshman season. Named team co-
captain for his junior and senior seasons. During his senior season, 
he had 53 tackles, including 26 solo and 14 for loss, named first 
team All-ODAC and Lou Wacker Defensive Player of the Year. 
Named first team All-State by both VaSID and the Roanoke Times. 
OTHER EXPERIENCE: NFL’s Philadelphia Eagles (2016), New York 
Jets (2016) 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2015 Shenandoah (College) 
2016 Philadelphia Eagles (NFL) 
2016 New York Jets (NFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Notched two solo tackles and a tackle assist in 
Washington’s Week 8 game against the Soul 

¶ Two solo tackles, three tackle assists and a pass 
deflection in a Week 9 matchup with Cleveland 

¶ Three solo tackles and two tackle assists against 
Baltimore in Week 12  

 

Josh Reese - #19 - WR 
HT: 6-0 // WT: 185 // COLLEGE: CENTRAL FLORIDA // DOB: 

1/3/91 // EXP: R 
OTHER EXPERIENCE: NFL’s Philadelphia Eagles and Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 
COLLEGE: Voted as a team captain during his senior season 
(2014), a year in which he recorded 39 catches for 552 yards and 
six touchdowns 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS 
2014 University of Central Florida (College) 
2015 Philadelphia Eagles (NFL) 

2015 Tampa Bay Buccaneers (NFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Caught one pass in his first game with the Valor, a 13-
yard touchdown in Week 8 against the Soul. 

¶ His breakout game in Washington came in Week 9 
when he corralled eight receptions for 110 yards and 
two touchdowns. 

 

Dionte Savage - #74 - OL 
HT: 6-5 // WT: 320 // COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA // DOB: 2/10/92 // 

EXP: 1 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Spent his rookie season with Arizona. 
OTHER EXPERIENCE: NFL Indianapolis Colts (2015) Miami 
Dolphins (2015) 
COLLEGE: Played at Oklahoma University from 2013-14. Named 
All-Big 12 Honorable Mention and second-team Academic All-Big 
12 in 2014. 
PERSONAL: Savage says his biggest accomplishment is graduating 
college. Favorite food: salmon. Favorite restaurant: Cheddars or 
Red Lobster. Favorite movie: The Wood. Favorite color: green. 
Favorite TV show: Martin. Favorite actress: Angela Bassett.  
CAREER TRANSACTIONS 
2015 Oklahoma (College) 
2015 Miami Dolphins (NFL) 
2015 Indianapolis Colts (NFL) 
2016 Arizona Rattlers (AFL) 

 

Brandon Sesay - #91 - DL 
HT: 6-6 // WT: 300 // COLLEGE: TEXAS TECH // DOB: 12/16/86 // 

EXP: 5 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Has played for Iowa, San Antonio, Tampa Bay 
and Portland. Has recorded 48 tackles and 13.5 sacks 
COLLEGE: Played defensive end and linebacker while at Texas 
Tech 
PERSONAL: When not playing football, Sesay has a career in oil 
field services. Favorite food: seafood. Favorite movie: Wolf of 
Wall Street. Favorite color: black. Favorite book: 48 Laws of 
Power. Favorite TV show: Martin.  
CAREER TRANSACTIONS 
2011 Oklahoma (College) 
2011 Iowa Barnstormers  (AFL) 
2014 San Antonio Talons (AFL) 
2016 Portland Steel (AFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Won Defensive Player off the Game honors for his five-
tackle, 2.5-sack performance during Week 6 against 
Tampa Bay 

 

Adam Shead - #68 - OL 
HT: 6-4 // WT: 315 // COLLEGE: OKLAHOMA // DOB: 6/30/92 // 

EXP: 1 
COLLEGE: During his senior season, named to the All-Big 12 First 
Team by 247Sports and All-Big 12 Second Team by the league's 
coaches and Phil Steele ... played in 12 of 13 games with starts at 
left guard in all games except for at TCU All-Ironman and First 
Team All-Arena 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Played his rookie season (2016) with the 
Orlando Predators 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2015 Oklahoma (College) 
2016 Orlando Predators (AFL)  
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Brian Smith - #24 – DB 
HT: 6-0 // WT: 180 // COLLEGE: VIRGINIA UNION // DOB: 

9/19/90 // EXP: 1 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Played one season with the Orlando Predators, 
recording two tackles and two pass breakups. 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Saw his first action of the season during Week 4, 
recording six tackles in the Valor’s matchup with 
Cleveland. 

 

Warren Smith – #8 – QB 
HT: 6-0 // WT: 200 // COLLEGE: MAINE // DOB: 2/20/90 // EXP: 2 

AFL EXPERIENCE: Played the 2015 season with the Spokane 
Shock, completing 63.5% of his passes, throwin for 1,816 yards 
and 32 touchdowns. 
COLLEGE: During the 2009 season, saw action in eight games, 
starting in six . . . helped produce the most prolific passing offense 
in the CAA as Maine averaged 247.6 yards thrugh the air per game 
. . . completed 159-of-260 pass attempts for 1,695 yards and 12 
touchdowns 
 

T.C. Stevens - #16 - K 
HT: 5-11 // WT: 190 // COLLEGE: HAMPDEN-SYDNEY // DOB: 

3/8/87 // EXP: 1 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Played one season for New Orleans, registering 
a made field goal and converting on 15-18 extra point attempts. 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Converted on his only field goal attempt and 6-of-7 
extra point attempts in Washington’s season-opening 
win over the Brigade. 

¶ Good on all four of his extra point attempts and one of 
his two field goal attempts in Washington’s Week 3 
game against the Soul. 

¶ Hit 4-5 extra point attempts in Week 4 against the 
Gladiators 

¶ Converted 3-5 XPAs against Tampa Bay in week 6 

¶ 5-7 on XPAs in Week 7 and 8 against Tampa Bay and 
Philadelphia, respectively 

¶ 5-6 on XPAs in Week 12 and 15 against the Brigade and 
Soul, respectively 

¶ Hit all four of his XPAs against the Brigade in Week 16 
 

Antoine “T.T.” Toliver - #1 - WR 
HT: 6-0 // WT: 185 // COLLEGE: BETHUNE-COOKMAN // DOB: 

1/31/77 // EXP: 14 
HONORS: First Team All-Arena (2008), All-Ironman Team (2004) 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Most experienced player on roster. Has played 
for Tampa Bay, Nashville and Orlando. In his 14-year career, he 
has 1203 receptions for 15769 yards and 302 touchdowns.  He 
won the Arena Bowl in 2003 with the Storm. He also returned the 
ball 287 times for 5377 yards and 13 touchdowns. Toliver also has 
recorded 78 rushes for 286 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
OTHER EXPERIENCE: NFL St. Louis Rams (2000–2001); NFL San 
Francisco 49ers (2002); Tampa Bay Buccaneers (2002). Part of the 
Buccaneers team that won the SuperBowl in 2002. 
COLLEGE: Was the 1997-98 Junior College Player of the Year as a 
quarterback at Hinds Community College, transferred to Bethune-
Cookman University, where he played for the basketball team. 
PERSONAL: Toliver’s favorite food is pizza. Favorite social media 
platform: Facebook. Favorite movie: Bad Boys. Favorite color: 
blue. Favorite book: The Three Little Pigs. Favorite actor: Denzel 
Washington.   

CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2000 Bethune-Cookman (College) 
2000-01 St. Louis Rams (NFL)  
2002 San Francisco 49ers (NFL) 
2002 Tampa Bay Buccaneers (NFL) 
2003-05 Tampa Bay Storm (AFL) 
2005-06 Nashville Kats (AFL) 
2007 Orlando Predators (AFL) 
2007 Tampa Bay Storm (AFL) 
2008-13 Orlando Predators (AFL) 
2014-16 Tampa Bay Storm (AFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Scored two total touchdowns in the Valor’s season 
opener vs. Baltimore – one receiving touchdown and 
one rushing. Finished with three catches for 51 yards 
and one rush for three yards. 

¶ Scored a rushing and receiving touchdown in the same 
game for the second time this season in Washington’s 
Week 4 matchup with Cleveland. 

¶ Caught his third touchdown of the season in a three-
catch, 35-yard performance during Week 6 against 
Tampa Bay  

¶ Became the fifth player in AFL history to score over 
2,000 points over the course of a career during the 
Valor’s Week 7 matchup with the Tampa Bay Storm. 

¶ Four catches for 39 yards and a touchdown in Week 13 
against the Storm 

¶ Five catches for 82 yards and two touchdowns, his first 
multi-touchdown game of the season, against the Soul 
in Week 15 

¶ Won Offensive Player of the Game for his six-catch, 
113-yard and three-touchdown performance against 
the Brigade in Week 16, including the game-winning 
score with four seconds left on the clock. 

 

Justin Wilson - #15 - WR 
HT: 6-0 // WT: 185 // COLLEGE: DELAWARE STATE // DOB: 

1/24/90 // EXP: 1 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Spent his rookie AFL season with the LA KISS 
COLLEGE: MEAC Preseason Player of the Year and First-Team All-
MEAC during his junior season at Delaware State 
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2012 Delaware State (College) 
2016 LA KISS (AFL) 
SEASON SUMMARY: 

¶ Gathered four receptions for 52 yards against Tampa 
Bay in Week 5 

¶ One catch for 41 yards against Cleveland in Week 9 
 

David Wang - #76 - OL 
HT: 6-2 // WT: 300 // COLLEGE: VIRGINIA TECH // DOB: 10/28/90 

// EXP: R 
COLLEGE: Started 36 of his 43 career games at Virginia Tech (‘10-
’14), earning Honorable Mention All-ACC honors (Coaches an 
ACSMA) in his junior season. 
PERSONAL: Son of Robert and Nancy Wang. His parents were 
both members of the Chinese Olympic team in the 1970s.  Brother 
of former Hokie Ed Wang. Graduated with a degree in 
management (2011) and a second degree in marketing (2013). 
Also graduated with two master's degrees, one in instructional 
technology (2013) and one in curriculum and instruction in 
December of 2014. 
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David Washington - #99 - DL 
HT: 6-2 // WT: 310 // COLLEGE: Faulkner // DOB: 10/11/92 // 

EXP: 3 
AFL EXPERIENCE: Played the 2015 and 2016 seasons with the 
Tampa Bay Storm 

COLLEGE: Played his college football at Faulkner University  
CAREER TRANSACTIONS: 
2014 Faulkner University (College) 
2015 Tampa Bay Storm (AFL) 
 

 

COACHING STAFF 

Dean Cokinos – Head Coach 
Cokinos has more than 10 years of Arena Football League coaching experience, was named the head coach of the Washington Valor on May 5, 
2016. Prior to joining the Valor, he was the assistant head coach and defensive coordinator for the Tampa Bay Storm. Cokinos made his debut in 
the AFL in 2005 as an assistant head coach, offensive coordinator and director of personnel for the Nashville Kats, while also scouting all 
professional arena/indoor league players for the NFL’s Tennessee Titans. In 2007 Cokinos became the head coach for the AFL’s Alabama Vipers. 
During his five years with the team he led the Vipers to an ArenaBowl championship in 2008 as well as three other playoff appearances. He holds 
the record for most wins by a head coach in Vipers history with 32. Prior to joining the Tampa Bay Storm, he was the head coach of the New 
Orleans VooDoo.  
 
Additionally, Cokinos served as the head coach of the Alabama Hammers in the Professional Indoor Football League (PIFL), being named the PIFL 
Coach of the Year after leading the Hammers to a 9-2 record, a six-win improvement from the previous year, and the franchise’s first PIFL 
championship. He also has served as head coach and general manager for the San Antonio Stampede of the Indoor Football League and head 
coach of the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Pioneers of the Arena Football 2 league.  Overseas Cokinos spent seven years as head coach for two teams 
in the German Football League.  
 
Cokinos was an all-conference running back for the University of Massachusetts Boston Beacons. He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
physical education – elementary and secondary education, and earned his master’s degree in physical education and health from Austin Peay 
State University. Cokinos and his wife, Trina, have two daughters. 
 

Benji McDowell – Defensive Coordinator 
McDowell enters his second season as an AFL Coach and his first with the Valor. He spent last season with the Tampa Bay Storm as the defensive 
coordinator as well as line coach and special teams coordinator. Tampa bolstered one of the top defenses in the AFL under Coach McDowell.  
The Forest City, NC native brings several years of experience to the Valor, having worked in both the professional and collegiate ranks. Most 
recently, McDowell spent the 2015 season with the University of Georgia as a defensive line intern. While at Georgia he helped implement the 
defensive coaches’ game plans as well as served on the strength and conditioning staff. McDowell was also a member of the Alabama Hammers 
(Professional Indoor Football League) coaching staff during the 2013 and 2014 seasons, helping lead the team to the 2013 PIFL Championship.   
 
McDowell began his professional playing career in 2008 with the Alabama Vipers, playing under current Valor Head Coach Dean Cokinos. He 
would spend three seasons with the Vipers starting in games as a defensive lineman, mac Linebacker, fullback as well as offensive Line. He won 
an Arena Cup Championship in 2008. In 2011, McDowell joined the Georgia Force. He spent two seasons with the Force before joining Cokinos 
and the Hammers in 2013. McDowell also played for the New Orleans VooDoo in 2015. McDowell attending Lenoir Rhyne University in North 
Carolina graduating with multiple degrees in psychology, sociology, and community services. He earned All-American honors during his senior 
season leaving the program as the school’s career leader in multiple statistical categories.  
 

Cos Dematteo – Player Coordinator 
Aaron “Cos” DeMatteo is in his first season with the Valor as the defensive assistant coach.  He has coached for various teams including New 
Orleans Voodoo and Georgia Force of the AFL and the Saskatchewan Roughrider of the Canadian Football League. Dematteo also has a great deal 
of playing experience. He was a member of the NFL Europe’ Barcelona Dragons and has played for the Arizona Rattlers, Nashville Kats and New 
York Dragons. 
 
He played wide receiver at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga where he was a two-time All-American honorable mention. He set an 
NCAA record against Mississippi Valley State where he scored six touchdown receptions for a 72-17 win. As a two-time All-Southern Conference 
selection, DeMatteo is UTC's single-season record holder with 11 touchdown receptions in both 1999 and 2000. He graduated from UTC with a 
Bachelor’s degree in marketing and finance as well as his MBA. 
 

 
Ben Jenkins – Assistant Coach 

Jenkins earned his Bachelor's Degree in Exercise Physiology from West Liberty University where he was a four year starter on their NCAA II football 
program. Ben has over 15 years’ experience as a strength and conditioning coach; working with athletes of all ages and sports. Ben is a Certified 
Strength and Conditioning Specialist through the National Strength and Conditioning Association and is a Functional Movement Screen Certified 

http://www.arenafootball.com/sports/a-footbl/aflstm/mtt/dean_cokinos_925130.html
http://www.arenafootball.com/teams/aflvdo/
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Expert. Before joining the API team in 2013, Ben worked as an exercise physiologist at Mason Rehab Physical Therapy (Wheeling, WV) and as the 
Fitness Director and Personal Training Coordinator at the Annapolis Athletic Club (Annapolis, MD). Ben resides in Annapolis with his wife Brandy. 
 

James Clark – Offensive Line Coach 
Prior to joining the Valor, Clark spent time with the Georgia Force (AFL) in 2011 and 2012, serving as Offense Line Coach and Assistant Head 
Coach. Before coaching, Clark played on the offensive line for the Georgia Force in 2007 and 2008. Clark attended University of Chattanooga. 

 

TEAM NEWS 
He’s not just chasing pro dreams. Arena football gave him a new lease on life. 
Candace Buckner, The Washington Post 
July 9, 2017 
 
Three months into the Washington Valor’s season, Jimmy Gordon still hasn’t unpacked the extra clothing from his plastic storage bins. 
 
Gordon knows the hazards of getting too comfortable in the Arena Football League. One day, he could get a call — The Call — and have to leave. 
When you’re chasing NFL dreams, you can’t make yourself at home. 
 
That’s why the furnished two-bedroom, two-bathroom apartment in Odenton, Md., that Gordon shares with Valor teammate Anthony Parker 
looks like a model unit the leasing office might show to transient bachelors. Nothing adorns the white walls, the formal dining table setting 
remains untouched, the oven mitts look brand new. Gordon got the master suite by winning rock, paper, scissors, but the extra square footage 
is only good for stowing those plastic bins. 
 
“The nature of the business,” Gordon explained. “You never know what’s next.” 
 
When he leaves his apartment to check for mail, neighbors notice him. It’s hard not to. Gordon has muscles bulging at every inch of his 6-foot-2 
body. So they stare with eyes that wonder, ‘Who is this guy?’ 
 
Gordon is a starting linebacker and the unidentified player featured in the Valor’s advertisements decorating the elevators inside Verizon Center, 
where the team plays. 
 
He is the one gripping a football and wearing a blue and white Under Armour jersey. His face is hidden by a dark eye shield that covers everything 
except his day-old stubble and thin lips. On game days, even the part-time arena workers don’t realize it’s him when Gordon steps into the 
elevator and stands in front of himself on the sign. 
 
“He does look anonymous,” Parker said. “We [teammates] all know it’s him, but nobody else does.” 
 
This is Gordon’s third AFL team in three years. He began his professional career with the Jacksonville Sharks, as a newlywed. By the next season, 
he was single and with the Tampa Bay Storm. Last summer while playing with the Storm, Gordon was at a Qdoba restaurant when the 716 area 
code popped up on his phone. The Buffalo Bills wanted him for a workout. He left his half-eaten burrito and arrived at the airport less than two 
hours later. The workout didn’t lead to a job offer. False alarm, but he hasn’t stopped dreaming. 
 
In January, the Valor traded for Gordon. One of the first players in town, he said yes to every promotional event — which included modeling as 
the hardcore poster boy in the No. 17 jersey. 
 
During a recent game, Gordon fractured his right thumb, but he still does 10 push-ups on his knuckles as punishment every time he jumps offside 
in practice. He knows if he is not sharp — or worse, remains on injured reserve — someone is waiting to take his job. 
 
He is 25 years old and making $16,000 for four months of football. Almost daily he grapples with thoughts of life after. 
 
He is not ready for this to end. 
 
“A lot of reasons why people keep playing,” Gordon said, speaking in general terms but really referring to himself. “They don’t know, ‘What else 
I would do? What else would I do after football? Who am I? Am I nobody now?’ ” 
 
“I play,” he said, “because it’s my life.” 
 
The thrill is gone 
 
On those Football Lives Here posters, the only thing that would give Gordon away is the partially covered tattoo peeking from under his left 
sleeve: the eastern border of Suffolk County, N.Y. 
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Gordon grew up there, but as a Long Island kid devoted to hockey. An uncle convinced him that his body would be better suited as a tight end, 
so Gordon tried out for the Patchogue-Medford High freshman team. He didn’t know how to place the pads in his pants, but the football field — 
its spotlight, applause and adrenaline — gave him goose bumps the ice never could. 
 
“It’s almost impossible to describe,” Gordon said. “It’s a feeling I have never felt . . . anywhere.” 
 
Richie Smith was addicted, too. Smith and Gordon met while playing Division I football at the University of Buffalo. They became roommates and 
got matching B.A.W.B. tattoos. 
 
Bad Ass White Boy. 
 
In the moments before a 2011 game at Tennessee, where a sea of orange engulfed Buffalo players, Gordon lined up for kickoff and brazenly 
tugged an imaginary train whistle. 
 
“This is the biggest crowd I ever played in front of,” Smith recalled. “Just screaming and chanting. You actually feel the grass pounding, and the 
grass vibrating. You look out, and me and Jimmy make eye contact, and he’s doing his little choo-choo thing in front of 107,000 people.” 
 
After Smith’s senior season, he was cut after a tryout with the New York Jets. Suddenly, football was over for him, and the B.A.W.B. turned into 
some guy working with mortgages at a local bank. 
 
“The transition of me not playing anymore and me having to — pardon my French — bust my balls every day,” said Smith, who has now found 
purpose coaching high school football and wrestling in Pennsylvania, “was hard.” 
 
Smith’s early retirement shook Gordon. 
 
“This can’t happen to me,” Gordon would say to himself throughout a senior season in which he caught nine passes for 108 yards and a 
touchdown. 
 
A year later, Gordon prepared intensely for his pro day, but he believes he hurt his chances by not having solid representation. He says a big-time 
agent backed out on him at the last minute. This still bugs him. 
 
“I know if I had an agent and did it the right way, I’d be in a whole different world right now,” he said. “I felt like I got screwed.” 
 
Gordon went undrafted. Two NFL teams called, but only for one-day workouts. He said yes to both but didn’t stick. So Gordon returned home, 
back to the borough pricked into his skin, as yet another B.A.W.B. abandoned by the game. 
 
Saved by the AFL 
 
It’s the first practice after a bye week, and on this Monday morning, a band of football vagabonds gathers under a tented dome. 
 
The Ivy League graduate tosses passes. The 40-year-old wide receiver, the league’s oldest player, stretches. The former Virginia Tech guard , the 
first person ever drafted in the China Arena Football League, laughs with his fellow linemen. Spread across these 64 yards of artificial grass, every 
man has a story and every man is chasing something. 
 
Nine Valor players have set foot inside an NFL locker room, including former Maryland Terrapin Josh Portis, the backup quarterback who was 
released from the Seattle Seahawks after a Cinco de Mayo arrest on suspicion of DUI in 2013. 
 
Through various circumstances, the players have landed in the AFL, the minor league that’s not affiliated with the NFL. The league has faced 
financial problems and lost several teams. This season, however, Ted Leonsis brought the Valor to Washington to play in the five-team league — 
Leonsis also owns the expansion Baltimore Brigade. 
 
Though smaller, the AFL still offers a chance to keep playing. 
 
Once the season is over, Parker, the 340-pound offensive lineman rooming with Gordon, will go back to working in the mental health field. The 
day job pays the bills, but football owns his heart. 
 
“I’ll chase it as long as I can. I don’t see myself without it yet,” the 28-year-old Parker said. “If I wake up one morning and I see myself without it 
or see somebody else play and not me . . . ” 
 
Parker pauses. 
 
“Until then I’m gone with the wind.” 
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Finally, Gordon swaggers to the turf. He is back from seeing a specialist about his busted thumb and will practice in a protective cast. Any pain he 
might feel beats working security at a night club or answering phones at an athletic facility, jobs he held in 2014, when his life was aimless, 
miserable and appallingly normal. 
 
“You play a sport, it’s become your life now. Then all of a sudden, it’s taken away from you,” Gordon said. “Yeah, I went through a massive 
depression, I would call it. I know for a fact, many hundreds of football players go through it.” 
 
For the first time in years, Gordon had August off. He stopped working out, convinced the NFL would never call again. The sofa became his arena. 
He drank some. Got angry a lot. Watched a little football whenever he could stand it. 
 
On Sundays, he watched former rivals on television and fumed over how he used to give those chumps the business back in college. Gordon 
knows how crazy this sounds, and has a hard time letting his words run free, but for a while he was so bitter that he rooted against his alma 
mater. 
 
“I was hoping my college team would lose,” Gordon admitted, regret tinting the volume of his low voice. “Not being supportive of the younger 
guys behind me. Hoping receivers would drop balls. I was really messed up. Just a very negative person.” 
 
Smith, the former college roommate, knew exactly what Gordon was going through. But he gave Gordon space. 
 
“You feel like you’ve let a lot of people down,” Smith said. 
 
Gordon had someone back then. She was his high school sweetheart and when Gordon earned a Division I football scholarship, she moved to 
Buffalo, too. After college, the announcement of their wedding bann appeared in the church’s Sunday program. They lived together in an English 
basement on a quiet, tree-lined street in Patchogue, N.Y. 
 
She echoed the gentle whispers of other family members, encouraging Gordon to move on and get a job. But Gordon was drifting, and she 
couldn’t save him. 
 
“Especially her, [she] went through it the worst with me,” Gordon said. “It was definitely hard for her. 
 
“I was young and just hated everyone and felt like everyone was after me. Just angry with anything. Anything that didn’t go my way, I felt like you 
were coming at me,” he continued. “I was just young and stupid and I didn’t have answers.” 
 
About a year after Gordon’s college pro day, he was still searching, so his fiancee’s father brought him to a training facility in Long Island. 
 
“It was more of an escape,” said Jim Scheller, the director of strength at Revolution Athletics. 
 
At first, Gordon sneered at the modest place, believing he didn’t belong in the same classes with high school lacrosse players or volleyball setters. 
But the training snapped Gordon out of his malaise. He remembered watching the New York Dragons as a kid, so he searched online for AFL open 
workouts. 
 
Over a two-week stretch, he attended workouts in Orlando, Tampa Bay and Cleveland. By April 2015, the call came from Jacksonville. 
 
“That’s when the AFL kind of came into my life,” Gordon said. “Obviously, it was a good thing.” 
 
The chase continues 
On July 1, Gordon returned to action after spending one week on injured reserve. He’ll see another hand specialist soon, and surgery could be an 
option. Still, he expects to play, and he’ll be choo-chooing like a wild man on July 22, when the Valor plays its first home game in more than a 
month. 
 
“No injury can stop me,” Gordon boasted. 
 
The dark days have passed, and although he doesn’t want to dwell on a future without football, Gordon can at least envision it. He thinks he’ll 
move back to the Tampa Bay area and continue his love of strength and conditioning, training the next generation of football players. 
 
The day will come when Gordon stops chasing his dream. He says he’ll be ready. But not right now. 
 
“This is what I want to keep doing,” Gordon said. “We only have a small window. I mean, I don’t know if I’m playing tomorrow. I don’t know if I’m 
playing five years from now, but right now I know I can play. Until someone says I’m not allowed to play anymore, eventually my body gives out 
and says, ‘You’re done,’ I’m going to keep playing.” 
 
Gordon hasn’t fully unpacked and remains a stranger on the elevator, the faceless face of a franchise in its inaugural season in the AFL, fighting 
his own football mortality. But for many, he leads an enviable life. 
 



WASHINGTON VALOR  

GAME NOTES  
 
“I hope he can chase the dream as long as he can,” Smith said. “I kind of live vicariously through him because he’s making this happen . . . if he 
keeps succeeding, the sky’s the limit for him.” 
 
Before the Valor lost, 55-51, to Tampa Bay on July 1 and dropped to 1-9, the team’s commercial flight was delayed several hours. The players, 
large men in dress shirts and khakis, waited inside a terminal at Baltimore-Washington International Airport. People noticed. As he looked through 
his phone, Gordon felt their stares. 
 
Gordon has a quote saved in that phone, about how an athlete dies twice. 
 
“I’m going to die when I retire and I’m going to die when I die,” Gordon said. “I think that’s kind of when I went through my litt le depression. I 
kind of died right there.” 
 
But on this day, as strangers stare — who is this guy? — Gordon knows his identity. He’s the guy cheating death. 
 
Brooke Point graduate J.R. Collins catches on with Washington Valor 
Taft Coghill, Jr., Fredericksburg.com 
July 8, 2017 
 
A rejection following a two-day tryout with the Washington Redskins in 2014 did little to dampen Brooke Point graduate J.R. Collins’ childlike 
enthusiasm. 
 
Collins also wasn’t deflated when he was turned away from the Canadian Football League’s Montreal Alouettes or when his tenure with the Arena 
Football League’s New Orleans Voodoo came to an end. 
 
“J.R.’s always been a big kid with a great attitude,” said his former Brooke Point coach, Jeff Berry. “I don’t think he wants to grow up, which is 
awesome. I’ve got to commend that … He’s happy-go-lucky and he’s not going to let anything deter him.” 
 
Collins, 26, is back on the field full time with the Washington Valor, an AFL expansion franchise which plays its home games at the Verizon Center. 
 
The defensive end out of Virginia Tech suffered a knee injury in his first game for the Valor (1–9) but has returned to appear in three contests 
since. He’s already forced two fumbles, including one that was returned for a touchdown by teammate Tracy Belton in the Valor’s 55–51 loss to 
the Tampa Bay Storm last Saturday. 
 
Collins said his skillset is “sharpening” because at each level there are better players and his intensity must constantly increase. 
 
“I love the challenge,” Collins said. “I’ve been playing football my whole life. I’m telling myself, ‘You can’t go out without getting at least one game 
in the pros, in the NFL.’ I’ve been playing since I was 7. I’ve got 20 years of experience. That’s what I want to do and that’s what my family wants 
me to do. They want me to keep going and going.” 
 
After a standout career at Brooke Point, Collins moved on to Virginia Tech where he appeared in 53 games from 2010–13 and made 35 starts. He 
collected 164 tackles, 17½ sacks and 78 quarterback hurries. 
 
Virginia Tech has been known for its special teams prowess over the years and Collins said that preparation comes into play with the Valor. 
 
Collins covers kickoffs and also serves as a blocker on the kick return unit. He’s hopeful that special teams skills will make him a diverse prospect 
for the CFL or NFL. 
 
Valor defensive line coach and player development specialist Benji McDowell said Collins is quick, instinctive and hustles every play. He said 
Collins often makes plays purely from extra effort and that’s an asset on special teams. 
 
“He has the ability to play a couple of different positions in this type of game as well as running down on special teams,” McDowell said. “That’s 
what separates him. You usually don’t get a guy that can do multiple things as well as he does as well as be able to run down on special teams 
and be effective.” 
 
Collins admitted the AFL poses defensive challenges unfound in any other football avenue. Teams typically combine for more than 100 points per 
game. Quarterbacks release the ball quicker. Defensive linemen, like Collins, must be lined up shoulder-to-shoulder with outside offensive 
lineman. 
 
“I’m used to lining up wide and just rushing,” Collins said. 
 
Defensive front-seven players also aren’t permitted any pre-snap movement. Still, Collins is enjoying his time in the league. He said he was thrilled 
when Valor head coach Dean Cokinos informed him of a Washington expansion franchise. Cokinos was previously the head coach of the Voodoo 
when they employed Collins. 
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“He kept in touch with me and told me when the tryouts were going to be,” Collins said. “I signed a contract late last year in December.” 
 
Collins has no regrets. Football is now his full-time job. He commutes from his home in Stafford County to Valor practice in Gambrills, Md. He was 
working part-time as a registered behavioral technician with a client in Quantico but gave up the position when the travel from home to Maryland 
to Quantico and back home became overwhelming. 
 
Halfway through the season he turned his focus strictly to football. Collins believes he has a two-year window in the AFL but added it may become 
longer if next year’s new collective bargaining agreement elevates player salaries. 
 
Collins married his former fiancée, Amy, in February and he knows he can’t cling forever to his childhood dream. 
 
But he keeps pressing toward his NFL goals because he believes he can play at that level. 
 
“I played with guys that are in the NFL and played against a lot of guys who are starting right now in the NFL,” Collins said. “I’ll let the film do the 
talking in that regard.” 
 
Collins and the Valor had a bye Saturday but return to action this Saturday with a trip to the Philadelphia Soul. Despite the team’s record, Collins 
said they’ve gotten better every game and still have a shot of making the four-team playoffs in a five-team league. 
 
“No matter what happens, it’s 2017 and I’m currently playing football,” Collins said. “I love it.” 
 
Brigade downs Valor in clash of Leonsis-owned Arena teams 
Josh Luckenbaugh, The Washington Times 
June 26, 2017 
 
Defense has never been a major part of the Arena Football League — much of the appeal of this version of indoor football, after all, comes from 
the often ridiculously inflated scores. 
 
The Baltimore Brigade’s victory Friday over the Washington Valor was no exception, with the Brigade avenging a Week 1 loss to the Valor with a 
high-octane 51-41 win before several thousand fans at the Royal Farms Arena in Baltimore.  
 
“We made the correct adjustments to come out and win a hard-fought game,” Baltimore head coach Omarr Smith said. “It’s been a tough early-
to-mid part of the season, so hopefully we can build off this.” 
 
Both offenses started strong, a touchdown the result of every first half possession. The Brigade’s Reggie Gray and Greg Carr of the Valor stole the 
show early on, combining to score five of the game’s first nine touchdowns. 
 
Less impressive was the execution of the special teams, each team failing to convert an extra point early in the second quarter. 
 
And with under two minutes to play in the half and leading by a touchdown, Baltimore (3-6) questionably attempted an onside kick that was 
recovered by Washington (1-8) and quickly converted into seven points to knot the score at 27 with 40 seconds left in the half. 
 
Brigade quarterback Shane Carden however quickly connected with wideout Julian Talley on a 20-yard touchdown toss, the ensuing extra point 
giving Baltimore a 34-27 advantage heading into the second half. 
 
“He’s had ups and downs,” Smith said of Carden, a former East Carolina standout who signed briefly with the Chicago Bears in 2015, “but tonight 
he improved. If we take care of the ball and don’t turn it over, we put ourselves in a good position to win, so Shane definitely played a really good 
game today.” 
 
The third quarter began with an oddity: a scoreless possession. The Brigade defense forced a turnover on downs as the Valor failed to find the 
end zone for the first time in the contest. Things were back to normal on the ensuing Baltimore possession, with Carden adding a rushing 
touchdown to his gaudy stat line to give the Brigade the largest lead of the game at 41-27. 
 
After the game Smith praised his defense’s effort to start the second half. 
 
“They decided to step up and make some plays,” he said. “We missed some opportunities earlier in the game, but that defensive stop was really 
crucial for our momentum and confidence on the defensive side as well as on the offensive side.” 
 
The two-touchdown advantage ultimately proved insurmountable, as the Washington defense was unable to conjure up the necessary stop to 
get the Valor back in the game. Washington cut the deficit to seven with about four minutes to play, but an unsuccessful onside kick sealed the 
outcome. A Baltimore field goal polished off the 51-41 result. 
 
Carden finished with five touchdown passes, racking up 251 yards through the air while completing 21-31 attempts. Washington quarterback 
Sean Brackett also threw for five touchdowns, but he and the Valor could not overcome the fruitless possession to begin the third quarter. 
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“It comes down to turnovers and possessions, and they won the possession battle and therefore they won the game,” Washington head coach 
Dean Cokinos said afterwards. 
 
The Valor remain winless since defeating Baltimore in the first game of the season 51-38, the inaugural game for both Ted Leonsis-owned 
franchises. 
 
Verizon Center In Washington D.C. Will Be Powered by Solar Energy 
Max Rettig, SportTechie 
June 14, 2017 
 
The Verizon Center in Washington, D.C., is set to receive a jolt of electricity later in the year. 
 
While fans of the NHL’s Washington Capitals and NBA’s Washington Wizards fill the arena with their vocal energy — both teams finished at or 
near the top of their leagues this past season — the center will be receiving its actual energy from a different source: the sun. Monumental Sports 
and Entertainment, which owns and operates the Verizon Center, will be receiving solar power in a deal with WGL Energy. 
 
The solar power will be fed into the venue—which also hosts the Arena Football League’s Washington Valor, WNBA’s Washington Mystics, and 
the Georgetown Hoyas men’s basketball team, as well as concerts and other events—from a third-party offsite solar facility in Frederick County, 
Maryland. The deal, which also comes with solar renewable energy credits, means that the Verizon Center will be powered with 25 percent solar 
energy. 
 
Monumental’s contract with WGL Energy could prove to be a win-win for both entities, but especially for the environment and the renewable 
energy cause. The venue will get 4.7 million kilowatt-hours from 3.5 megawatts of the solar facility. WGL Energy projects that the solar power 
will curb carbon emissions by the equivalent of removing 700 cars in a one-year span. 
 
“Sustainability is at the core of our operations across all of Monumental Sports & Entertainment,” Dave Touhey, President of Venues at 
Monumental Sports & Entertainment, said in a statement. “We are excited to expand our energy relationship with WGL Energy by entering into 
this new partnership to bring more renewable energy to Verizon Center.” 
 
That the Verizon Center will receive a quarter of its energy from a renewable source is notable especially given that sports venues are often 
massive consumers of electricity, according to Abigail Ross Hopper, who leads the Solar Energy Industries Association. Professional hockey and 
basketball games often involve repeated flashing and dimming of stadium lights. Arenas also maintain digital ad boards around the seating bowl 
and a large quad-screen videoboard. 
 
The Verizon Center is a member stadium of the Green Sports Alliance. According to the news release, the Center’s four teams are among the first 
in the United States to be powered by offsite renewable power. (Meanwhile, up Interstate 95, Philadelphia’s Lincoln Financial Field is powered 
entirely by renewable energy thanks to solar panel banks and wind turbines perched atop the stadium’s end zone plazas.) 
 
“While arenas or ballparks often have obstacles for installing on-site energy sources due to limited space, offsite energy provides opportunities 
for teams across the country to benefit from renewable energy,” Justin Zeulner, the executive director of the Green Sports Alliance, said in a 
statement. “Verizon Center and its teams are setting a prime example of promoting sustainable communities among their passionate fan base.” 
 
Mystics, Valor Offer Free Tickets to Military for Military Appreciation Day 
The Washington Times 
May 23, 2017 
 
A couple of Washington, D.C., sports teams are offering free tickets to veterans and members of the armed forces for Military Appreciation Day. 
 
They can get up to four free tickets to the Washington Mystics Friday game against the Chicago Sky at the Verizon Center at 7 p.m. They must be 
requested by 5 p.m. Wednesday here. 
 
To nominate someone you believe deserves recognition for their service, follow @washmystics on Twitter and Instagram to submit their for them 
to receive complimentary tickets. There will be a video tribute during the game and veterans will be encourage to participate in contests held 
during timeouts and quarter breaks. 
 
The Washington Valor is giving away tickets for Saturday's 1 p.m. game against the Philadelphia Soul, also at the Verizon Center. Same deadline 
as the Mystics: Request tickets here by 5 p.m. Wednesday. 
 
To nominate someone to receive complimentary tickets, follow @washingtonvalor on Twitter and Instagram. The Valor also will have veterans 
participate in contests and a video tribute. 
 
 
Washington gets taste of arena football with Valor 
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Peter Santo, The Washington Times 
May 8, 2017 
 
The field is half the size, the ball, somehow, never goes out of bounds and the final tally looks more like a basketball score. Welcome to arena 
football — Ted Leonsis‘ latest offering for the D.C. sports fan. 
 
The Wizards, Mystics and Capitals owner’s newest franchise, the Washington Valor (he also owns the Arena Football League expansion team in 
nearby Baltimore) is a far cry from the NFL. But the Verizon Center-based franchise, which plays a 14-game regular season schedule from April to 
August, seems specifically designed to give pigskin-starved fans an air-conditioned snack to tide them over until the annual fall banquet of football. 
 
So far, there seems to be an appetite, at least locally: 15,700 people attended the Valor’s April 7 home opener — well above the 2016 league 
average of 9,342 fans. Amazingly, the Valor’s opener isn’t that far behind the NBA’s Wizards, who averaged 17,000 fans at Verizon over the 2016-
17 season. 
 
The Valor, part of a five-team, mostly East Coast-based league, are 1-2 going into this weekend’s home game with Tampa Bay (3-1). 
Washington, coached by Dean Cokinos, practice at Athletic Performance Inc., in the Maryland suburbs.  
 
The facility looks more like a place a family might take a vanload of kids for weekend indoor soccer than a professional football practice facility. 
 
The practice facility’s design is simple — a small turf field, enclosed by a bubble, with inflatable walls on three sides to simulate the walls that 
surround the 50-yard long AFL field. 
 
The atmosphere in the home opener against the Baltimore Brigade, according to Cokinos, an AFL veteran, was fantastic. 
 
“It was like a playoff game. I’ve been in and out of the Arena League and we’ve played some big buildings in capacity. To get 15,700 in your first 
game is impressive. We have a lot of support in the community.” 
 
The league has been around, in one form or another, for 30 years. Franchises, players and owners come and go, but the league has some famous 
alumni, including Redskins coach Jay Gruden, a former AFL MVP and four-time champion as a coach, started his pro career in the AFL. 
 
Cokinos‘ previous coaching experience includes stints in bigger markets like Nashville and New Orleans as well as smaller cities Duluth, Georgia 
and Huntsville, Alabama. 
 
Like most AFL coaches and players, Cokinos started in the outdoor game, playing running back at the  
 
University of Massachusetts Boston before getting into coaching. His biggest challenge as a coach remains helping players adapt to the 
differences. 
 
The shorter field, with eight men per side instead of 11, speeds up the pace significantly, and games are often high scoring. The Valor won against 
Baltimore, 51-38. Scoring is the same as traditional football, except two points are awarded if a kicker makes a drop-kick extra point. No player 
has successfully completed a drop kick extra point since 1997. 
 
The field also looks much different visually. In addition to the walls that surround the field, there are nets that extend outward from each goalpost. 
The net extends 40 feet above the playing surface, so every ball that would go out of play bounces back onto the field. If a ball hits the net during 
a play, it is live. 
 
To ensure that games are high scoring, pass rushing rules are modified. There’s no “stunting” or “twisting” by defensive lineman. In other words, 
players are required to power past offensive lineman. 
 
But perhaps the most important change from traditional football is the man in motion. At the snap, one offensive player may already be going 
into forward motion. This changes the timing between a quarterback and receiver significantly. 
 
For Valor quarterback Erik Meyer, the man in motion is the biggest point of emphasis he stresses as he works with younger receivers. 
 
“The guy in motion adds a whole different aspect to the game,” Meyer said. “You have to make sure you’re on time with him.” 
 
Like his coach, Meyer is a veteran of the league. The 34-year old began his career with the Spokane Shock in 2010, playing five seasons before 
moving on to the San Jose SaberCats and now the Valor. Meyer won the Arena Bowl championship with San Jose in 2015 and was the league 
MVP in 2013 with Spokane. 
 
In its mid 2000s heyday, the Arena League had as many as 18 teams. Today, the league features just five teams. Three of the five teams Cokinos 
has coached for in the Arena League — the New Orleans VooDoo, Alabama Vipers, and Georgia Force — no longer exist. The San Jose SaberCats 
ceased existence the same year Meyer led them to a championship. 
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Leonsis, who heads the Monumental Sports ownership group, is attempting to revive the league. 
 
The ownership of two of the other three teams — the Cleveland Gladiators and the Tampa Bay Storm — also have stakes in the NHL and NBA. 
Cleveland Cavaliers owner Dan Gilbert and Tampa Bay Lightning owner Jeffery Vinik also own their cities’ respective AFL teams. 
 
If the attendance numbers from Washington’s season opener are an indication, Leonsis could be onto something. Cokinos has certainly bought 
into Leonsis and Monumental. 
 
“Hands down the best organization I’ve ever worked for,” Cokinos said. “I’ve worked in the NFL, college, Arena League. Hands down, first class 
from the top on down. How they operate as an organization. How they treat people. How it’s all the same message. Community is important. All 
the things we believe in they believe in. They understand what’s important and how to work together.” 
 
A Call From Ted Leonsis is Like a Call from the Pope 
Brian Tinsman, CBS DC 
May 5, 2017 
 
WASHINGTON — How did the Baltimore Arena Football League, the Brigade, come to be? It was a phone call to Royal Farms Arena General 
Manager Frank Remesch from D.C. sports mogul Ted Leonsis, who apparently has some clout. 
 
“It’s like the pope calls you. When they call, you answer,” Remesch said, via the Washington Business Journal. “You pick up the phone and just 
ask him what dates he wants.” 
 
That’s quite the comparison. 
 
The article goes on to explain why Leonsis invested in the AFL at all, much less doubling down on his investment to build a local rivalry between 
the Brigade and D.C. Valor. 
 
Setting up the Brigade in time for the 2017 season took a Herculean effort, as Leonsis and his team had only 100 days to assemble the coaching 
staff and players. 
 
“We stood up, we did something impossible. People said, ‘Your team’s not going to be very good,’” Leonsis said. “As an entrepreneur, I tend to 
look at whatever conventional wisdom is, and it’s almost always wrong.” 
 
This isn’t the first time that Leonsis has bet on the unconventional rise in popularity. Using his AOL fortune, he bet on the Capitals in 1999 at a 
low point in popularity. Over the last 18 years, he has built a model franchise and multiplied the number of season ticket holders by five. 
 
“Maybe culturally it’s because I’ve always been in startups and believed in startups, but I firmly believe this is the best time to be in the league,” 
said Leonsis. “Yeah, you’re learning as you’re going, but we’re reimagining what indoor football could be, and how we could help re-launch the 
Arena Football League.” 
 
Unlike other sports owners in middling leagues, Leonsis has the ability to wait for his marketing efforts to come to fruition. He also has the benefit 
of owning two franchises, thus creating his own rivalry and story line; owning his on sports media empire with Monumental Sports and 
Entertainment, thus protecting his own messaging; and the financial backing of bigger sports teams and leagues like the NHL and NBA. 
 
Whether or not Leonsis is a sports Pope remains to be seen, but it’s hard to bet against his AFL investment at this point. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WASHINGTON VALOR  

GAME NOTES  
 
 
 
 
The Washington Valor are owned and operated by Monumental Sports & Entertainment (MSE), which is one of the largest integrated sports and 
entertainment companies in the country with one of the most diverse partnership groups in all of sports. The company also owns and operates 
the AFL’s soon to be named Baltimore team, NBA’s Washington Wizards, NHL’s Washington Capitals, WNBA’s Washington Mystics and Verizon 
Center, the premier sports and entertainment venue in Washington, D.C. MSE also oversees the management of Kettler Capitals Iceplex– the 
training facility for the Washington Capitals and EagleBank Arena at George Mason University. Monumental Sports Network, a digital platform 
that covers the region’s sports and entertainment news, is also owned by MSE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Arena Football League will enter its 30th Anniversary Season in 2017.  Since its inception in 1987, the Arena Football League has showcased 
a fast-paced and exciting game to millions of fans in a myriad of markets across the country.  Teams slated for 2017 include: Baltimore, Cleveland, 
Philadelphia, Tampa Bay and Washington D.C.  CBS Sports Network nationally broadcasts AFL games each week during the regular 
season.  ArenaBowl XXX is slated for Saturday, August 26.  
 
 
 
 
 
Monumental Sports & Entertainment (MSE), located in Washington, D.C., is one of the largest integrated sports and entertainment companies in 
the country with one of the most diverse partnership groups in all of sports. MSE owns and operates five professional sports teams: the AFL’s 
Washington Valor, NBA's Washington Wizards, NHL's Washington Capitals, WNBA's Washington Mystics and a soon to be named Baltimore AFL 
team to debut in 2017. The company is also co-owner of aXiomatic, which has controlling interest in global esports franchise Team Liquid, and 
owns and operates Verizon Center in Washington, D.C., which is annually ranked as one of the top venues in the world by industry publications 
Billboard, Pollstar and Venues Today. Monumental Sports & Entertainment also manages Kettler Capitals Iceplex, the state-of-the-art training 
facility for the Capitals and EagleBank Arena on George Mason University's campus. The District of Columbia and Events DC are building a new 
sports and entertainment facility in Southeast DC on the St. Elizabeth’s East campus. The facility will feature a state-of-the art training facility for 
the Washington Wizards and Washington Mystics and will also include a 4,200 seat arena which will become the new home of the Washington 
Mystics. The facility is scheduled to open in the fall of 2018. Monumental Sports & Entertainment also co-owns and operates Monumental Sports 
Network (MSN) with the NBC Sports Group. MSN is the mid-Atlantic region’s top destination for exclusive fan experiences and original sports 
content across desktop, tablet, mobile and OTT streaming devices. Visit www.monumentalsports.com. 

ABOUT THE VALOR 

ABOUT THE AFL 

ABOUT MSE 

http://www.monumentalsports.com/

