
 

 

 

  

    

   GAME INFORMATION  

 

               LAST TIME OUT  

The Gladiators defeated the Valor on the road, 62 -

28. QB Arvell Nelson provided 207 yards through 

the air along with six TD throws. Collin Taylor  

not ched  five catche s for 66 yards and three scores.  

Clevelandõs defense, led by DBõs Marrio Norman  

and Brandon Stephens  each supplied an INT  while 

MLB Derrick Summers  earned AFL Defensive Player 

of the Week honors with a  single -game league -wide 

season -high four sacks, along with a safety and five 

solo tack les in the victory.  

 

WHO TO WATCH: GLADIATORS  

Nelson  finished the regular season ranked third 

league -wide in quarterback rating (114.7) . In the 

receiving corps, WR Quentin Simsõ 1,071 regular -

season receiving yards ranked fourth -most league -

wide and his 24 touchdown catches ranked third -

most in the AFL. Defensively, MLB Derrick 

Summersõ 7.0 sacks ranked fifth -most in the 

league.  

 

WHO TO WATCH: STORM  

Tampa Bay QB Randy Hippeard  ended the regular 

season as the AFL leader in completions (328)  and 

passing yards (3,506), and ranked second in 

completion percentage (66.4%), touchdown throws 

(80) and quarterback rating (119.8). WR Joe Hills  

led the AFL in the regular season in receptio ns 

(129), receiving yards (1,353) and  TD catches (36) 

while WR Kendrick Ings  ranked second wit h 98 

receptions and  also capped the season as the leade r 

in kick return touchdowns (4).  

 

 

Kickoff:  7:00pm  

Arena:  Amalie Arena  

Officials:  Riley Johnson , Referee   

 Jeff Carr , Umpire   

 Ken Leffle , Head Lines man    

 Terri Valenti , Line Judge    

                        Michael Griffith , Back Judge  

Radio:  92.3 The Fan  

Tony Brown, Play -by -Play  

C.J. Cobb, Color Commentator  

2017 GLADIATORS RESULTS  

WK Date  Opponent  Time/Result  

1  April 8  TAMPA BAY  L, 46 -40  

2 April 16  BALTIMORE      L, 52 -49  

3 April 22  at Tampa Bay  L, 62 -61  

4 April 28  WASHINGTON      W, 48 -34  

5 May 6  PHILADELPHIA  L, 69 -67  

6  BYE WEEK  

7 May 20  at  Philadelphia  L, 64 -46  

8 May 27  at Baltimore  L, 63 -60  

9 June 3  at Washington  W, 59 -35  

10  June 10  at Philadelphia  L, 59 -49  

11  June 16  BALTIMORE  W, 59 -48  

12  June 24  PHILADELPHIA  L, 59 -28  

13   BYE WEEK  

14  July 8  TAMPA BAY  W, 41 -39  

15   BYE WEEK  

16  July 22  at Tampa  Bay  L, 57 -27  

17  July 29  at Washington      W, 62 -28  

18   BYE WEEK  

 

ALL TIMES EASTERN  

 

ARENA FOOTBALL LEAGUE  

TEAM  W L T  % PF PA 

Philadelphia 13  1 0 .929  817  590  

Tampa Bay  10  4 0 .714  710  662  

CLEVELAND  5 9 0 .357  696  715  

Baltimore  4 10  0 .286  620  749  

Washington   3      11      0   .214  565  692  

 

COMMUNICATIONS CONTACTS  

   Cleveland Gladiators  

   Jeff Elston  

   Office: 216 -420 -2504  

   Cell: 330 -307 -6474  

    jelston@theqarena.com  

 

Tampa Bay Storm  

Ben Shotten  

Office: 813 -307 -5906  

Cell:631 -514 -9606  

ben@tampabaystorm.com  

 

  

 

  

 

CLEVELAND GLADIATORS (5 -9) @ 

TAMPA BAY STORM (10 -4)  

First Round ð AFL Playoffs  

Amalie Arena  

Monday , August 14
th

, 2017 ð 7 :00 PM  

mailto:jelston@theqarena.com
mailto:wproctor@lakissfootball.com


 

 

 

GAME NOTES: WEEK 19  

 

MATCHUP  

Tonight, the third -seeded Cleveland Gladiators  (5-9) kick off the Semi -Final Round of the 2017 AFL 

Playoffs vs. the second -seeded Tampa Bay Storm  (10 -4) at Amalie Arena in Tampa, FL. The Gladiators 

posted a 1 -3 record vs. the Storm in the regular season, falling to Tampa Bay in Week 1 at The Q by a final 

score of 46 -40, in Week 3 at Amalie Arena by a 62 -61 final and in Week 16 on the road by a fina l score of 

57 -27. Cleveland defeated the Storm at home in Week 14 by a final score of 41 -39.  

 

NELSON UNDER CENTER  

¶ QB Arvell Nelson completed 16 of 26 passes for 207 yards and six touchdowns in the 62 -28 

regular season finale victory over the Washington Valor on July 29th.  

¶ In Week 5, Nelson became the first man since FB Derrick Ross  in 2012 to have back -to -back 60 -

plus rushing yard performances.  

¶ In his 13 games in the regular season, Nelson completed 274 of his 378 passes for 3,084 yards, 61 

touchdowns an d 13 interceptions. Additionally, Nelson rushed for 221 yards and 12 touchdowns 

on 51 attempts.  

¶ In three previous regular season meetings with the Storm this year, Nelson combined to throw for 

730 yards, 12 touchdowns, and two interceptions, while also rus hing for an additional touchdown.  

 

SIMS ON TH E MEND   

¶ WR Quentin Sims  led the AFL in every major statistical category through the first 10 games of the 

season before a rib injury cost Sims the final four games of the year.  

¶ In his nine games played in the regular season, Sims collected 79 receptions for 1,071 yards and 

24 touchdowns.  

¶ Despite missing five games during the regular season, Sims still managed to finish third in the 

league in touchdown receptions, fourth in the league in receiving yards, and fif th in receptions.  

¶ His yards -per -game average of 119  and touchdown average per game of 2.7,  was best in the AFL.  

¶ In one previous matchup with the Storm on April 22nd, Sims blew up for 14 receptions, 205 yards, 

and five touchdowns in a losing effort.  

 

PRESTON STEPS UP 

¶ WR Michael Preston caught five passes for 65 yards and two touchdowns in the regular season 

finale win at the Washington Valor on July 29th.  

¶ For the season, Preston finished with 78 receptions for 869 yards and 16 touchdowns in 11 games. 

Presto n became a huge part of the offense when Quentin Sims went down with an injury in July, 

stepping up and leading the receiving core for the remainder of the regular season.  

¶ In three prior meetings with Tampa Bay in the regular season, Preston totaled 22 receptions for 

275 yards, and five touchdowns.  

 

CT  

¶ Taylor was fantastic in the teamõs 62-28 win over the Washington Valor on July 29th, finishing the 

game with five receptions for 66 yards and three touchdowns.  

¶ ôCTõ finished the regular season with 43 receptions for 642 yards and 12 touchdowns in 11 games 

played.  

¶ Taylor finished the regular season number two in the AFL in average yards per catch with 14.9. 

Finishing just behind Darius Reynolds of the Philadelphia Soul, who finished at 15.1 yards per 

cat ch.  

¶ In the four prior meetings with the Storm in the regular season, Taylor collected 15 receptions for 

220 yards and three touchdowns.  

 

 



 

 

 

DEFENSE 

¶ JLB Terence Moore led the defense with 54.5 tackles this season. DB Fredrick Obi finished 

second on the team with 53.5 tackles. MLB Derrick Summers and DL Nick Seither finished with 

eight and seven tackles -for -loss, respectively.  

¶ Summers finished the season leading the team in sacks with 7.5. Five of those sacks came in one 

game on Jul y 29th against the Washington Valor. Summers was named the AFLõs Defensive Player 

of the Week. DL Nick Seither was second on the team in sacks with seven, with DL Darryl Cato -

Bishop collecting six on the year himself.  

¶ For the season, Obi leads the way with  50.5 tackles, with JLB Terence Moore closely behind with 

48 tackles. Moore now leads the team in interceptions with four, while Obi and DB Kenny Veal all 

are second with three. Seither leads the defense with 6.5 sacks with Cato -Bishop  also chipping in 

wit h five.  

 

CLEVELAND -TAMPA BAY  CONNECTIONS  

¶ Gladiators WR Phillip Barnett spent time with the Tampa Bay Storm in 2015 and 2016.  

¶ Storm DB LaRoche Jackson played for Cleveland during the 2013 and 2014 seasons and was a 

member of the famed ôNo Fly Zoneõ in 2014 when the Gladiators went 17-1 in the regular season, 

en route to a trip to ArenaBowl XXVII.  

¶ Tampa Bay JLB Alvin Ray Jackson played briefly with Clevel and in 2014 during their run to 

ArenaBowl XXVII. Jackson also was in training camp with Gladiators this season before being let 

go.  

¶ Storm Head Coach Ron James  spent one season with the Gladiators in 2015 as Assistant Head 

Coach.  DL Meshak Williams played i n three games for Cleveland in 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLADIATORS VS. STORM ALL -TIME SERIES 

All -Time Record: 9 -7 

05/23/08  @ Tampa Bay  L, 58 -48  

03/27/10  @ Tampa Bay  W, 66 -26  

04/03/12  @ Tampa Bay  L, 69 -48  

05/29/12  vs. Tampa Bay  W, 53 -34  

03/30/13  @ Tampa Bay  L, 69 -47  

06/27/14  vs. Tampa Bay  W, 48 -41  

07/26/14  @ Tampa Bay  W, 56 -49  

03/27/15  @ Tampa Bay  W, 60 -44  

04/24/15  vs. Tampa Bay  W, 62 -54  

06/19/15  vs. Tampa Bay  L, 52 -48  

04/09/16  vs. Tampa Bay  W, 41 -29  

05/23/16  @ Tampa Bay  W, 70 -63  

04/08/17  vs. Tampa Bay  L, 46 -40  

04/22/17  @ Tampa Bay  L, 62 -61  

07/08/17  vs. Tampa Bay  W, 41 -39  

07/22/17  @ Tampa Bay  L, 57 -27  

All -Time Record: 9-7 

*Playoffs: 0 -0 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

2017  AFL STANDINGS  

 
   

 
Team W-L PF-PA PCT. Home Away Streak 

Philadelphia 13-1 817-590 .929 7-0 6-1 Won 3 

Tampa Bay 10-4 710-662 .714 6-1 4-3 Lost 1 

Cleveland 5-9 696-715 .357 3-4 2-5 Won 1 

Baltimore 4-10 620-749 .286 3-4 1-6 Lost 4 

Washington 3-11 565-692 .214 2-5 1-6 Won 1 

 

Week Nineteen Schedule 
AFL Playoffs ς Round 1 

Saturday, August 12th  

Baltimore Brigade (4-10) @ Philadelphia Soul (13-1) ς 4:00pm 

Monday, August 14th 

Cleveland Gladiators (5-9) @ Tampa Bay Storm (10-4) ς 7:00pm 

 

 

 

GLADIATORS NEXT OPPONENT: BYE WEEK  

                         

                 

The Gladiators will attempt to knock off the Storm on the road before the 

league rolls into a bye week before ArenaBowl XXX kicks off on Saturday, 

August 26
th

 at 7:00pm on CBS Sports Network.  

For the Gladiators, a win over the Storm would clinch a spot in the ArenaBowl 

against the winner of the other First Round semi -final game, to be played on 

August 12
th

 at 4:00pm between the Baltimore Brigade and the Philadelphia 

Soul . 

Cleveland was beaten in all four games again st the Soul during the regular 

season. A matchup with them would come at the Wells Fargo Center in 

Philadelphia, PA.  

The Gladiators went 1 -2 against the expansion Brigade this season, as 

Cleveland beat out Baltimore for the #3 seed to close the regular season. An 

ArenaBowl matchup between these two squads would take place at Quicken 

Loans Arena in downtown Cleveland.  

 



 

 

 

 

  2017  CLEVELAND GLADIATORS  

TEAM ROSTER - ALPHABETICAL  

 

# POS NAME    HT  WT  DOB  COLLEGE  HOMETOWN  

23  K Basil, Drew   6õ1 212  11/17/91  Ohio State   Chillicothe, OH  

55  OL Bice, Adam   6õ4 315  06/30/89  Akron    Dresden, OH  

3 DL  Cato -Bishop, Darryl   6õ4 260  01/26/90  NC State   Roxbury, MA  

6 WR Gilson, Tom   6õ2 200  11/06/88  UMass   Mansfield, MA  

51  OL Land, Alex   6õ4 310  04/21/92  Weber State   Edmond, OK  

12  QB Marsh, Tanner   6õ4 215  05/29/90  Arkansas Tech   Carrolton, TX  

56  DL McGinnis, Willie  6õ3 305  01/03/89  Rhode Island   Norwich, NY  

8 JLB Moore, Terence   6õ2 225  03/05/87  Troy    Columbus, GA  

2 QB Nelson, Arvell   6õ5 225  09/27/88  Texas Southern   Cleveland, OH  

1 DB Norman, Marrio   6õ0 205  08/10/86  Coastal Carolina  Greenwood, SC  

5 DB Obi, Fredrick   6õ1 190  09/07/90  San Diego   Inglewood, CA  

9 DL Obi, KC    6õ2 260  09/14/90  North Texas   Mission Hills, CA  

10  WR Outlaw, Lonnie   6õ7 22 5 05/10/92  Miles    Rochelle, GA  

74  OL Piekarski, Bret   6õ4 310  06/11/93  St. Cloud State   Lakeville, MN  

19  WR Preston, Michael  6õ5 213  06/01/89  Heidelberg   Euclid, OH  

33  FB/DL  Richardson, Jeramie  6õ1 275  12/06/83  Angelo State   San Antonio, TX  

99  DL  Seither, Nick   6õ3 270  03/02/93  Georgetown College  Hamilton, OH  

18  WR Sims, Quentin   6õ3 205  07/11/90  Tennessee -Martin  Cincinnati, OH  

4 DB Stephens, Brandon  5õ11 205  12/04/87  Miami, OH   Strongsville, OH  

77  OL Sterling, Aslam   6õ5 325  08/20/92  Kansas    Springfield Garden, NY  

50  DL Summers, Derrick  6õ1 260  08/18/84  Toledo    Southfield, MI   

17  WR Taylor, Collin   6õ1 195  02/28/87  Indiana    Carmel, IN  

20  DB Veal, Kenny   5õ11 190  05/26/89  Toledo    Cleveland, OH  

INACTIVE  

-- WR Barnett, Phillip   6õ3 210  06/03/90  Toledo    Middletown, OH  

-- WR Brackins, Larry   6õ4 225  11/05/82  Pearl River CC (MS)  Dothan, AL  

92  DL Colvin, Zach   6õ3 305  01/23/93  Bowling Green   Shorewood, IL  

11  WR Howard, Jamar   6õ4 225  09/03/87  Central Missouri  Cincinnati, OH  

63  OL McCray, Jordan   6õ3 310  05/31/92  UCF   Miami, FL  

13  WR Wilson, Devin   6õ2 205  10/13/90  Tennessee State  Nashville, TN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COACHING STAFF  

Ron Selesky  ð Head Coach  

Dominic Jones ð Asst.  Head Coach /Defensive Coordinator  

Chad Schofield  ð Offensive Line  Coach  

Clay Harrell  ð Defensive Line/Strength Coach   

Aimee Cline  ð Head Athletic Trainer  

Jeff Lambert -Shemo ð Athletic Trainer  

Brent Overholt  ð Head Equipment Manager  

Giovanni DiSiena ð Assistant Equipment Manager  

Andres Gispert ð Video Coordinator  

C.J. Cobb ð Football Operations Assistant  

 

 

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE  

Drew BASIL ð (BAY-zul)  

Fredrick OBI ð (O-bee)  

Nick SEITHER ð (SIGH-thu r)  

 



 

 

 

 

2017  CLEVELAND GLADIATORS  

   TEAM ROSTER - NUMERICAL  

 

#  POS NAME    HT  WT  DOB  COLLEGE  HOMETOWN  

1 DB Norman, Marrio   6õ0 205  08/10/86  Coastal Carolina  Greenwood, SC  

2 QB Nelson, Arvell   6õ5 225  09/27/88  Texas Southern   Cleveland, OH  

3 DL  Bishop, Darryl -Cato  6õ4 260  01/26/90  NC State   Roxbury, MA  

4 DB Stephens, Brandon  5õ11 205  12/04/87  Miami, OH   Strongsville, OH  

5 DB Obi, Fredrick   6õ1 190  09/07/90  San Diego   Inglewood,  CA 

6 WR Gilson, Tom   6õ2 200  11/06/88  UMass   Mansfield, MA  

8 JLB Moore, Terence   6õ2 225  03/05/87  Troy    Columbus, GA  

9 DL Obi, KC    6õ2 260  09/14/90  North Texas   Mission Hills, CA  

10  WR Outlaw, Lonnie   6õ7 225  05/10/92  Miles    Rochelle, GA  

12  QB Marsh, Tanner   6õ4 215  05/29/90  Arkansas Tech   Carrolton, TX  

17  WR Taylor, Collin   6õ1 195  02/28/87  Indiana    Carmel, IN   

18  WR Sims, Quentin   6õ3 205  07/11/90  Tennessee -Martin  Cincinnati, OH  

19  WR Preston, Michael  6õ5 213  06/01/89  Heidelberg   Euclid, OH  

20  DB Veal, Kenny   5õ11 190  05/26/89  Toledo    Cleveland, OH  

23  K Basil, Drew   6õ1 212  11/17/91  Ohio State   Chillicothe, OH  

33  FB/DL  Richardson, Jeramie  6õ1 275  12/06/83  Angelo State   San Antonio, TX  

50  DL Summers, Derrick  6õ1 260  08/18/84  Toledo    Southfield, MI  

51  OL Land, Alex   6õ4 310  04/21/92  Weber State   Edmond, OK  

55  OL Bice, Adam   6õ4 315  06/30/89  Akron    Dresden, OH  

56  DL McGinnis, Willie  6õ3 305  01/03/89  Rhode Island   Norwich, NY  

74  OL Piekarski, Bret   6õ4 310  06/11/93  St. Cloud State   Lakeville, MN  

77  OL Sterling, Aslam   6õ5 325  08/20/92  Kansas    Springfield Garden, NY  

99  DL Seither, Nick   6õ3 275  03/02/93  Georgetown   Hamilton, OH  

INACTIVE  

11  WR Howard, Jamar   6õ4 225  09/03/87  Central Missouri  Cincinnati, OH  

13  WR Wilson, Devin   6õ2 205  10/13/90  Tennessee State  Nashville, TN  

63  OL McCray, Jordan   6õ3 310  05/31/92  UCF   Miami, FL  

92  DL Colvin, Zach   6õ3 305  01/23/ 93  Bowling Green   Shorewood, IL  

-- WR Barnett, Phillip   6õ3 210  06/03/90  Toledo    Middletown, OH  

-- WR Brackins, Larry   6õ4 225  11/05/82  Pearl River CC (MS)  Dothan, AL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COACHING STAFF  

Ron Selesky  ð Head Coach  

Dominic Jones ð Asst.  Head Coach /Defensive Coordinator   

Chad Schofield  ð Offensive Line  Coach  

Clay Harrell  ð Defensive Line/Strength Coach   

Aimee Cline  ð Head Athletic Trainer  

Jeff Lambert -Shemo ð Athletic Trainer  

Brent Overholt  ð Head Equipment Manager  

Giovanni DiSiena ð Assistant Equipment Manager  

Andres Gispert ð Video Coor dinator  

C.J. Cobb ð Football Operations Assistant  

 

 

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE  

Drew BASIL ð (BAY-zul)  

Fredrick OBI ð (O-bee)  

Nick SEITHER ð (SIGH-thu r)  

 



  
 
 
     

 

    

   2017 TAMPA BAY STORM  

  TEAM ROSTER - NUMERICAL  

   

#  POS NAME     HT  WT  DOB  COLLEGE   

3 DB Allen Chapman    5õ11 190  07/23/91  Kansas State  

4 DB Arthur Hobbs    5õ10 193  11/18/89  Nebraska -Kearney  

8 QB Chris Bonner    6õ6 235  07/20/89  CSU-Pueblo  

9 DB LaRoche Jackson   5õ11 205  06/21/84  Clark Atlanta  

10  WR Michael Lindsey   6õ2 220  07/10/87  Northwest Mississippi  

11  WR LaMark Brown    6õ4 225  07/05/89  Minnesota St. -Mankato  

12  QB Randy Hippeard   6õ3 205  12/06/85  Virginia -Wise  

14  DB Al Phillips    5õ11 190  10/14/85  Wagner  

15  WR Justin Hilton    6õ1 195  12/08/88  Indiana State  

16  JLB Alvin Ray Jackson   6õ1 200  08/27/80  Albany State  

17  WR Kendrick Ings    5õ10 180  06/17/90  Miller Grove H.S.  

18  K Mark Lewis    5õ11 195  03/25/74  Florida International  

42  DL Meshak Williams   6õ2 275  06/0 3/91  Kansas State  

50  OL Raymond McNeil   6õ2 325  10/14/84  Fort Valley State  

55  DL Dexter Jackson    6õ2 285  03/19/88  Bethune -Cookman  

60  OL Jeremiah Warren   6õ3 325  09/20/87  South Florida  

66  OL Cornelius Lewis   6õ5 350  08/01/86  Tennessee State  

68  OL Ryan Cave    6õ5 310  05/30/88  Hampton  

72  OL Leonardo Bates    6õ5 310  11/28/89  UL-Lafayette  

81  WR Joe Hills    6õ4 220  10/02/87  Tennessee State  

90  DL Monte Lewis    6õ4 250  10/14/88  Jacksonville State  

91  DL Antron Dillon    6õ5 270  06/07/85  North Alabama  

93  DL Kendall M ontgomery   6õ6 250  07/27/92  Bowling Green  

99  DL Jordan Miller    6õ1 335  02/01/88  Southern  

INACTIVE   

1 DB Cortez Stubbs    5õ9 180  08/16/88  Concordia  

2 DB Dallas Jackson    5õ10 190  11/20/95  Jacksonville  

5 DB Greg Reid    5õ9 190  09/08//90  Florida State  

21  DB Jabari Gorman    5õ11 185  03/22/92  Florida  

49  DL Max Nacewicz    6õ2 255  06/05/93  Springfield  

57  OL Byron Isom    6õ3 300  06/10/88  Auburn  

77  OL Isaiah Tuiasosopo   6õ3 315  09/05/93  Austin Peay  

85  DL Caesar Rayford    6õ7 275  03/04/86  Washington  

-- DB Rick -J Hi ll    6õ1 211  03/05/87  Fort Valley State  

-- OL Ben Ossai    6õ6 330  12/05/86  Washington  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COACHING STAFF  

Ron James ð Head Coach  

Doug Kay ð Asst. Head Coach/Def. Coordinator  

Gary Gussman ð Special Teams Coach  

Shane Stafford ð Offensive Assistant  

Austin Wilson ð Defensive Line/Linebackers Coach  

Leigh Baker ð Head Athletic Trainer  

 

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE  

Dave LEFOTU ð (Leh-Fo-Too)  

Max NACEWICZ ð (NAH -seh -wits)  

Ben OSSAI ð (oh -SIGH) 

Isaiah TUIASOSOPO ð (Tu -ee-ah-soso -po)  



  
 
 
     

 

 

 

 

2017  TEAM DEPTH CHART  

 

CLEVELAND GLADIATORS  

Note: De pth chart is subject to change.  

 

GLADIATORS OFFENSE  

QB  2  NELSON   12 Marsh     

FB 33 RICHARDSON  51 Land       

WR 18 SIMS   10 Outlaw       

WR 19 PRESTON   10 Outlaw  

WR 17 TAYLOR    10 Outlaw      

OL 77 STERLING   74 Piekarski     

OL 55 BICE   51 Land   

OL 51 LAND   74 Piekarski     

 

GLADIATORS SPECIAL TEAMS  

K 23 BASIL   

H 12 MARSH  

LS 56 MCGINNIS     

KR  20 VEAL   17 Taylor       

      

GLADIATORS DEFENSE  

DE  3  CATO -BISHOP   9  Obi        

DE 99 SEITHER     9  Obi   

NG 56 MCGINNIS    99 Seither    

MLB  50 SUMMERS     9  Obi     

JLB  8  MOORE   10 Outlaw          

DB  5  OBI     20 Veal       

DB  1 NORMAN    20 Veal  

DB  4  STEPHENS    20 Veal  

 

GLADIAT ORS INJURED RESERVE (INACTIVE)  

WR 11 Howard  

WR 13 Wilson  

OL  63 McCray  

DL  92 Colvin  

WR  --  Barnett  

WR   --  Brackins  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 
     

 

2017  GAME SUMMARIES  

Game 1  

Tampa Bay Storm 46, Cleveland Gladiators 40  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In front of 12,865 fans at Quicken Loans Arena, the Cleveland Gladiators, presented by Unique Home Solutions, fell to the Tampa Bay 

Storm, 46-плΣ ƛƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ нлмт ƘƻƳŜ ƻǇŜƴŜǊΦ vǳŀǊǘŜǊōŀŎƪ {ƘŀƴŜ .ƻȅŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ нуу ȅŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŘƻǿƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭoss, 

while wide receiver Larry Brackins totaled three touchdowns in his Cleveland debut. Tampa Bay quarterback Randy Hippeard threw 

for 205 yards and six touchdowns in the victory for the Storm. 

The Tampa Bay Storm got on the board first with 2:44 remaininƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ǿƘŜƴ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊōŀŎƪ {ƘŀƴŜ .ƻȅŘΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ 

screen pass tipped off wide receiver Larry Brackins hands and into the waiting arms of defensive lineman Caesar Rayford for Tampa 

Bay. Rayford stumbled four yards into the end zone to give the Storm the early 7-0 lead.  

Cleveland answered on their next drive as Boyd found veteran wide receiver Collin Taylor for his first touchdown of the season, a 29-

yarder, to pull even with the Storm 7-7 with 14:29 remaining in the first half. 

After a Tampa Bay score, the Gladiators quickly responded on their ensuing drive as Boyd found Taylor for his second touchdown of 

the game, a 10-yard strike to give Cleveland its first lead of the game at 14-13 with 4:50 left in the second quarter. The Storm would 

howeǾŜǊ ŎŀǇ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊōŀŎƪ wŀƴŘȅ IƛǇǇŜŀǊŘ ƘƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊ WƻŜ Iƛƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛǊΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻǳŎhdown 

of the game, reclaiming the lead for Tampa Bay, 19-14. 

The Gladiators opened the second half with the ball and quickly found pay dirt as Boyd connected with wide receiver Brandon 

Thompkins on a 24-yard throw and catch to push Cleveland back into the lead. Kicker Drew Basil, an Ohio State alumnus, tacked on 

the extra point to make the score 21-19 early in the third quarter. 

After a couple of Tampa Bay scores, the Gladiators offense struck again on a two-yard rushing touchdown from Brackins, trimming the 

Storm lead to 32-ну ǿƛǘƘ тΥлс ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ¢ŀƳǇŀ .ŀȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀŘ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ Iƛƭƭǎ Ƙŀuled 

in his third touchdown of the game, a seven-yarder from Hippeard to push the Storm lead up to 39-28. Cleveland answered once 

again, this time an eight-yard toss from Boyd to Brackins to pull the score to 39-34. 

After a Storm touchdown put the game out of reach for good, it was Cleveland who capped off the scoring for the evening with a two-

yard touchdown strike from Boyd to Brackins, his third score of the night, giving the opening night victory to Tampa Bay, 46-40. 
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Game 2  

Baltimore Brigade 52, Cleveland Gladiators 49  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baltimore got on the board first when Carden found Gray for his first of three touchdowns, this one a five-yard score, leading to a 7-0 
Brigade lead early. The Gladiators answered back when Marsh, hit Taylor in the corner of the end zone with an 18-yard touchdown 
ǎǘǊƛƪŜΦ YƛŎƪŜǊ 5ǊŜǿ .ŀǎƛƭΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ Ǉƻint evened things up at the end of the first quarter, 7-7. 
 
In the first possession of the second quarter, Carden hooked up with Gray for another touchdown, this time from six yards out to push 
Baltimore back in front, 14-7. Then with 29 seconds remaining in the first half, Carden hit offensive lineman Ian Joseph with a screen 
pass that went five yards for another brigade score, extending their lead to 21-7. The Gladiators capped off the first half with a 
touchdown when Marsh found wide receiver Larry Brackins for a five-ȅŀǊŘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘΦ .ŀǎƛƭΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘǊƛƳƳŜŘ 
.ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ нм-14 at the break. 
 
After Cleveland forced a turnover on downs to start the second half, Sims ripped away a would-be interception away from defensive 
back Varmah Sonie for an eight-yard score, dead-locking the score at 21.  
 
After Gray caught another touchdown from Carden to reclaim the lead for the Brigade, Marsh found fullback Phillipkeith Manley on a 
screen for a 31-yard touchdown. Baltimore responded again when Carden hit wide receiver LaQuan Williams for a 13-yard score to go 
in front once more, 35-28, at the end of the third quarter. Manley found the end zone for a second time on the ensuing drive, plunging 
forward from one-yard out to pull Cleveland to a 35-35 score. The Brigade immediately answered once again when Sonie returned the 
kick-off 50 yards for a touchdown, giving Baltimore a 42-35 lead with 11:10 left in the game. 
 
hƴ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ aŀǊǎƘ ŦǳƳōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜΦ Carden connected with Williams for a four-
yard score two plays later to extend the Brigade lead to 49-35 with 5:17 remaining in the contest. 
 
Jack linebacker Arvell Nelson stepped in for Marsh at quarterback on the ensuing drive and quickly found wide receiver Michael 
Preston for a 34-yard strike before capping the drive with a 12-yard throw-and-catch touchdown to Sims, trimming the Brigade lead 
to 49-42. Baltimore extended their lead to 52-42 on their next possession when kicker Patrick Clarke booted a 20-yard field goal with 
57 seconds left.  
 
Nelson would strike again, cutting the deficit to 52-49 when he found Taylor on a 45-yard pass for the Gladiators score with 46 seconds 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ YƛŎƪŜǊ 5ǊŜǿ .ŀǎƛƭΩǎ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ƻƴǎƛŘŜ ƪƛŎƪ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǿƻǳƭŘΣ Ƙƻwever, be recovered by the Brigade, sealing 
.ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-ever franchise win. 
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Game 3  

Tampa Bay Storm 62, Cleveland Gladiators 61  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite eight total touchdowns from QB Arvell Nelson in his first start under center this season, the Cleveland Gladiators were 

defeated by the Tampa Bay Storm on Saturday at Amalie Arena in Tampa, FL, by a final score of 62-61.  

Cleveland WR Quentin Sims started the scoring with a two-yard touchdown run in the first quarter, but a 40 yard touchdown pass 

from Tampa Bay QB Randy Hippeard to WR LaMark Brown tied the game at seven with 9:21 remaining in the first. Later in the frame, 

Nelson found WR Michael Preston in the end zone for a four-yard TD toss to pusƘ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΩ ŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ мо-7 through 15 minutes of 

play. 

In the second, Nelson connected with Sims for a nine-yard scoring strike to make it 20-7 Cleveland before another Sims touchdown 

catch, provided by Nelson from 27 yards out, left the Gladiators in front by a score of 27-7 with 9:24 to go in the opening half. Later in 

the second quarter, the Storm attempted a comeback thanks to a Hippeard-to-Kendrick Ings connection to pull within two scores at 

27-14, but Nelson scampered into the end zone from three yards out with just under four minutes left in the second quarter to push 

the Cleveland lead to 19 points at 33-14.  

From there, the Storm rattled off four unanswered touchdowns spanning the end of the first half and the third quarter, all on Hippeard 

throws, one to Brown and three to WR Joe Hills respectively, to claim their first lead at 42-оо ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴȊŀΦ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

offense sprang to life in the fourth however, as Nelson and Sims hooked up through the air from 11 yards out with just over ten 

minutes to play to draw within three points of Tampa Bay at 42-39, but the Storm re-extended their advantage to double digits with 

a seven-yard Hippeard touchdown run that made it 49-39. 

The Gladiators strung together a 16-yard strike from Nelson to Sims with a successful two-point conversion reception by WR Collin 

Taylor to draw within two at 49-47, but the Storm responded with a 19-yard Hippeard-to-Hills pitch and catch with 2:08 to go that 

nudged the Tampa Bay lead to 56-птΦ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōŀŎƪ-to-back touchdown throws from there, from one-yard out to 

Preston and 37-yard bomb to Sims that, combined with one successful two-point conversion, again provided by Taylor, left Cleveland 

back in front at 61-56 with just 28 seconds to play. An artful final drive was orchestrated by Hippeard and the Storm however, and the 

Tampa Bay signal-caller capped the scoring with a one-yard touchdown run with three seconds left that, after an unsuccessful two ς

Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ сн-61. 
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Game 4  

Cleveland Gladiators 48, Washington Valor 34  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to major contributions from a host of players on both sides of the ball, the Cleveland Gladiators improved to 1-3 on the season 

with a 48-34 victory over the Washington Valor on Friday in front of 9,223 fans at The Q. Gladiators QB Arvell Nelson led the way 

offensively, providing 243 yards and three touchdowns through the air on 20/34 passing and adding 60 rushing yards and two scores 

on the ground on five carries. 

Cleveland started the scoring with a six-yard rushing touchdown from WR Quentin Sims in the first quarter, but Valor QB Erik Meyer 

connected with Washington WR TT Toliver later in the frame to tie the game at seven heading into the second quarter of play. 

Nelson provided a five-yard rushing touchdown to make it 14-7 Gladiators early in the second before Meyer and WR Roger Jackson 

hooked up from nine yards out to tie the game at 14 apiece. Later in the quarter Nelson completed his first touchdown toss to WR 

Brandon Thompkins to reclaim the lead for Cleveland at 21-14, but a Toliver rushing score again leveled things for the Valor minutes 

later. Washington went on to claim their first edge at 27-21 when Meyer connected with WR Greg Carr from eight yards out in the 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŀƴŘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǘƘǊŜǿ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƭŀǘer, the visitors maintained their advantage heading into 

halftime. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΣ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΩ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ-reel 43-yard scoring scamper to tie the game, then handed 

the ball to FB PhillipKeith Manley ƻƴ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŜȄt possession, who bulldozed his way into the end zone from one yard out to make 

it 33-27 Gladiators. From there, Nelson and Sims combined for an eight-yard touchdown reception that capped a 20-0 run for the 

ƘƻƳŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ пм-27 at the end of the third quarter. 

In the fourth, a Meyer-to-Carr touchdown pass drew the Valor within a score at 41-33, but the Gladiators slammed the door with a 

39-yard bomb from Nelson to WR Collin Taylor on fourth down with six minutes left that polished ƻŦŦ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ 

victory at 48-34. 
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Game 5  

Philadelphia Soul 69, Cleveland Gladiators 67  

 

 
 

¢ƘŜ !ǊŜƴŀ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ IƻƳŜ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Philadelphia 
Soul in Week 5 of the 2017 AFL season on Saturday at The Q by a final score of 69-67. With the loss, the Gladiators fell to 1-4 this 
season and currently remain alone in fifth place in the AFL standings heading into a Week 6 bye. 
 
The Gladiators claimed a 7-0 lead in the first quarter when QB Arvell Nelson connected with WR Quentin Sims from 12 yards out, but 
Philadelphia responded on their first offensive snap with a 41-yard catch and run from Soul QB Dan Raudabaugh to WR Darius 
Reynolds to tie the game at seven. Cleveland re-claimed their edge with a seven-yard scoring strike from Nelson to WR Brandon 
Thompkins to make it 13-7 before the Soul took their first lead at 14-13 by virtue of a 30-yard Raudabaugh toss to FB Mykel Benson. 
 
Later in the first quarter, Nelson and Sims hooked up from 33 yards out to make it 20-мп DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΣ ōǳǘ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜ 
provided ŀ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǳƴŎƘ ōŀŎƪΣ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ wŀǳŘǳōŀǳƎƘΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƻǳŎƘŘƻǿƴ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀ нм-yard connection 
to WR Ryan McDaniel to make it 21-20 Soul. 
 
In the second quarter, Benson provided a rushing score from two yards out to push the Soul lead to 27-20 before another 
Raudabaugh score, this time to WR Shaun Kauleinamoku from 13 yards out, made it 34-20 for Philadelphia. Cleveland scratched 
back to within a score with a three-yard Nelson rushing touchdown to make it 34-27 Soul late in the first half, but Philly made it 41-
нт ǿƛǘƘ wŀǳŘǳŀōŀǳƎƘΩǎ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ¢5 ǘƻ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ол ȅŀǊŘǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƭŀǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭŦΣ Ƙƻwever, 
with a one-yard Nelson rushing score that made it 41-34 heading into the third quarter. 
 
Raudabaugh started the third quarter the same way he ended the second, with a score through the air, this time a 14-yard 
connection with Kauleinamoku, to make it 48-34. Nelson sparked the Gladiators offense with an 18-yard rushing score on 
/ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ Ǉƻǎǎession to pull within eight at 48-40, but yet another Philadelphia passing touchdown, from Raudabaugh to 
Reynolds from three yards out, made it 55-40 for the visitors. 
 
In the fourth quarter, Nelson drew the Gladiators within a score with a 14-yard touchdown pass to Thompkins to make it 55-48, but 
tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ .Ŝƴǎƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ƻƴŜ-yard rushing score moments later to nudge the Soul edge to 62-48 with 12-plus minutes to go.  
 
From there, Nelson connected with WR Collin Taylor for a 23-yard scoring strike to make it 62-54 before Raudabaugh hooked up 
with Reynolds from 38 yards out to run the Soul lead to 69-54. A Thompkins 53-yard kick return netted another Cleveland score to 
draw the Gladiators within a single scoring play at 69-61, but a failed two-point conversion attempt for Cleveland following a Nelson 
touchdown throw to OL Aslam Sterling ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŀǘ сф-67. 

 

 

https://www.clevelandgladiators.com/team/roster/arvell-nelson
https://www.clevelandgladiators.com/team/roster/quentin-sims
https://www.clevelandgladiators.com/team/roster/brandon-thompkins
https://www.clevelandgladiators.com/team/roster/brandon-thompkins
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Game 6  

Philadelphia Soul 64, Cleveland Gladiators 46  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Soul got the scoring started early when quarterback Dan Raudabaugh hit wide receiver Shaun Kauleinamoku with a one-yard 

scoring strike. Following a Cleveland turnover, Raudabaugh found wide receiver Ryan McDaniel for a 19-yard score to quickly put 

Philadelphia in front 14-0 at the end of the first quarter. 

Gladiators quarterback Arvell Nelson got Cleveland on the board in the second quarter when he found wide receiver Larry Brackins 

streaking down the field for a 21-yard touchdown, trimming the Soul lead to 14-7. Raudabaugh and the Philadelphia offense quickly 

responded when the veteran quarterback hooked up with wide receiver Darius Reynolds for nine yards and another Soul touchdown. 

On the ensuing kickoff, Cleveland wide receiver Brandon Thompkins took the kick-off and bolted 51 yards for a touchdown, pulling 

the Gladiators to within a touchdown. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǇǇŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƘŀƭŦ ǿƘŜƴ wŀǳŘŀōŀǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ ǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ Ƴore 

Soul touchdowns, to lead the home team into the break with a 34-13 lead. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ƧŀŎƪ ƭƛƴŜōŀŎƪŜǊ WƻŜ DƻƻǎōȅΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦΣ YŀǳƭŜƛƴŀƳƻƪǳ ŦƻǳƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ŘƛǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘe 

second time on the night, this time a 25-yarder from Raudabaugh to increase the Soul lead to 41-13. Cleveland answered on their next 

drive when Nelson hit Brackins for his second touchdown of the game, a three-yard score to trim the Philadelphia lead to 41-20, but 

the Soul quickly bumped the lead back up to 28 when Raudabaugh found offensive lineman Neal Tivis for an eight-yard screen, 

extending the lead once again to 48-20. 

The Gladiators followed that up with two quick scores of their own as Nelson found Brackins for his third touchdown of the night, then 

hit wide receiver Quentin Sims for a 29-yard scoring strike, cutting the Soul lead down to 48-32. A failed onside kick on the ensuing 

kickoff, however, led to a swift answer from the Soul as fullback Mykel Benson plunged into the end zone from one yard out to pad 

the Philadelphia lead, 55-32, with 8:55 remaining in the game. 

The Nelson-.ǊŀŎƪƛƴǎ Řǳƻ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀ мо-yarder this time, to cut the score to 55-40 with 6:02 

left in the game. Raudabaugh and the Soul offense pulled away for good when Kauleinamoku caught his third touchdown of the game, 

a 12-yarder to push the lead to 62-40. The Gladiators capped the scoring when Nelson found Sims for a seven-yard touchdown. The 

two-point conversion would be returned by Philadelphia for two points, making the final score 64-46. 
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Game 7  

Baltimore Brigade 63, Cleveland Gladiators 60  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gladiators claimed a 6-0 lead in the first quarter when QB Arvell Nelson connected on a 15-yard scoring strike with WR Quentin 

Sims before Nelson and Sims combined again, this time from seven yards out, to make it 12-0 Cleveland thanks to a pair of botched 

extra-point attempts for the Gladiators. Baltimore put themselves on the scoreboard late in the opening quarter when Brigade QB 

Shane Carden connected with WR Milton Williams from 11 yards out to, after a successful Brigade extra point try, make it 12-7 

Gladiators. 

In the second quarter, Cleveland picked up right where they left off as a 21-yard strike from Nelson to Sims extended thŜ DƭŀŘǎΩ ƭŜŀŘ 

to 18-7 after another missed extra point for K Jed SolomonΦ !ŦǘŜǊ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜΩǎ /ŀǊŘŜƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ²w Wǳƭƛŀƴ ¢ŀƭƭŜȅ ƻƴ ŀ оф-yard 

touchdown pass to make it 18-14, the Gladiators faced a fourth-and-eight situation from the Brigade nine yard line late in the second 

quarter and, thanks to a nine-yard connection between Nelson and WR Collin Taylor, pushed the Cleveland advantage to 25-14. The 

Brigade battled back and drew within four points at 25-21 following a three-yard Rory Nixon touchdown run with just 2:05 remaining 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƘŀƭŦΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΣ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ он-21 with a seven-yard rushing 

touchdown before his counterpart for Baltimore, Carden, responded with a one-yard scoring scamper of his own with just one second 

remaining to make it 32-28 Gladiators at the half. 

In the third quarter, the Brigade started quickly with a 12-yard strike from Carden to Williams to push Baltimore in front for the first 

time by a score of 34-32. The GlaŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ bŜƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƛƳǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǳŎƘŘƻǿƴ Ǉŀǎǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǘƛƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ нф ȅŀǊŘǎ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƭŜǾeland at 

39-34. 

With just under niƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ /ŀǊŘŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀƭƭŜȅ 

in the end zone from 13 yards out to reclaim the lead for the home team at 41-39 following a Nelson interception. Cleveland 

orchestrated a near-ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ bŜƭǎƻƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ƴŜȄǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

scrimmage, a 47-yard strike that pushed the Gladiators back in front by a score of 46-41 with 7:33 to go in the game. Carden found 

Browning shortly thereafter for a 42-yard touchdown to make it 49-46 Baltimore, but Nelson and Taylor hooked up for the second 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ом ȅŀǊŘǎ ƻǳǘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘǎΩ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎǊŀō ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ро-49. Baltimore responded with a seven-

yard Carden-to-Williams touchdown toss to pull ahead 56-53 though, only to see a one-yard Jeramie Richardson touchdown run pull 

the visitors back in front 59-56. The Brigade ultimately had the last laugh, however, as a 54-yard Kendel Thompkins kick return 

touchdown was the difference in a 63-60 Baltimore win 

 



  
 
 
     

 

2017  GAME SUMMARIES  

Game 8  

Cleveland Gladiators 59, Washington Valor 35  
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¢ƘŜ !ǊŜƴŀ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ IƻƳŜ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ±ŀƭƻǊ on 

Saturday in Week 9 of the 2017 AFL season at Verizon Center in Washington, DC by a final score of 59-35. With the win, Cleveland 

improved to 2-6 overall this season and currently sits alone in fourth place in the AFL standings. 

The Gladiators struck first on Saturday when QB Arvell Nelson connected with WR Michael Preston for a nine-yard touchdown pass 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ т-0 in the first quarter. After Cleveland DB Rayshaun Kizer provided an interception on 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘǊƛǾe, Gladiators FB Jeramie Richardson posted a four-yard touchdown run to make it 14-0 Cleveland through one 

quarter of play. 

In the second quarter, another Gladiators pick, this time provided by JLB Terence Moore, set up a ten-yard Nelson-to-Preston 

touchdown pass that made it 21-0 Cleveland. The Valor put themselves on the scoreboard thanks to four-yard scoring strike from QB 

Sean Brackett to WR Greg Carr that made it 21-т ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎǊƛƳƳŀƎŜΣ 

a 29-yard touchdown pass from Nelson to WR Quentin Sims ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ нт-7. The Valor clawed back into things 

with a nine-yard touchdown pass from Brackett to WR Greg Carr that made it 27-14 before Nelson and Preston connected for a 22-

yard touchdown pitch-and-catch that gave the Gladiators a 20-point lead again at 34-14. Cleveland capped the first half with a three-

yard rushing score from WR Tom Gilson that made it 40-14 Gladiators at halftime. 

Washington began the third quarter with a 12-yard completion from Brackett to WR Josh Reece to make it 40-21 Cleveland before the 

Gladiators responded with a three-yard Richardson touchdown run to re-extend their edge to 46-21. After turning the Valor over on 

downs after a lengthy third-quarter drive, the Gladiators extended their lead to 53-21 at the end of the quarter with a ten-yard Nelson 

touchdown throw to OL Phillipkeith Manley. 

In the fourth quarter, Washington receiver Reese connected with WR Roger Jackson for a one-yard touchdown pass to cut into the 

Cleveland lead at 53-28 before the Gladiators struck back with a three-yard Richardson touchdown run, his third of the game, to make 

it 59-28 Cleveland with just over five minutes remaining in the game. Brackett connected with Reese on an eight-yard touchdown 

catch that drew the Valor to within four scores at 59-35, but the Gladiators held on for their second victory of the season both overall 

and vs. Washington. 

 



  
 
 
     

 

2017  GAME SUMMARIES  

Game 9  

Philadelphia Soul 59, Cleveland Gladiators 49  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gladiators QB Arvell Nelson got the scoring started with a two-yard sneak to give Cleveland an early 7-0 lead. Philadelphia QB Dan 

wŀǳŘŀōŀǳƎƘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ²w {Ƙŀǳƴ YŀǳƭŜƛƴŀƳƻƪǳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ор-yard score, knotting things up 

at 7-7. Nelson would get his first throwing touchdown of the night in the second quarter, finding WR Quentin Sims for a nine-yard 

ǎǘǊƛƪŜΦ Y WŜŘ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ƻǳƭ ǎŎƻǊŜ ōȅ a[. .Ŝŀǳ .ŜƭƭΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎ ŀ 13-9 lead 

with 13:26 remaining in the first half. 

After a big fourth down stop for the Gladiators defense, Nelson hit Sims for his second touchdown of the game, this time an 18-yarder, 

extending their lead to 20-9 with 5:27 remaining in the first half. On tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ YŀǳƭŜƛƴŀƳƻƪǳ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

big-play touchdown of the game, a 40-yard bomb from Raudabaugh to cut the Cleveland lead to 20-16.  

{ƻǳƭ Y !ŘǊƛŀƴ ¢ǊŜǾƛƴƻΩǎ ƻƴǎƛŘŜ ƪƛŎƪ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŀǘǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŦƛƴŘing the hands of WR Larry Brackins, who 

trotted into the end zone from 11 yards out. A Nelson to Sims two-point conversion extended the Gladiators lead to 28-16 heading 

into the one minute warning. Raudabaugh connected with WR Darius Reynolds on a 14-yard throw-and-catch, making the score 28-

23 heading into halftime. 

The Soul started the scoring in the second half when Raudabaugh tossed his fourth touchdown pass of the game, this time a 10-yarder 

to WR Ryan McDaniel to give Philadelphia their first lead of the game, 30-28. Cleveland answered right back when Nelson connected 

on his third touchdown pass of the game, finding WR Michael Preston for a nine-yard touchdown to re-claim the lead for the 

Gladiators, 35-30 with 5:59 left in the third quarter.  

The Soul responded with two more big-play touchdowns, with Reynolds hauling in 44 and 34-yard scoring strikes from Raudabaugh to 

give Philadelphia a 44-35 lead with 10:51 left in the game. Nelson found Sims on the next drive for an 18-yard touchdown but the 

extra point would be blocked once again and returned by the Soul for two points, giving Philadelphia a 46-41 lead with 7:59 left in the 

contest. Reynolds scored for the fourth time, an 11-yarder from Raudabaugh on the ensuing drive. A failed two-point conversion gave 

the Soul a 52-41 lead with 6:06 left in the game. 

After a Cleveland turnover, Soul FB Mykel Benson scored from four yards out to put the game out of reach, 59-41. Nelson found 

Preston on the next series for a six-yard touchdown to cap the scoring for the night, 59-49. 

 

 



  
 
 
     

 

2017  GAME SUMMARIES  

Game 10  

Cleveland Gladiators 59, Baltimore Brigade 48  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ !ǊŜƴŀ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ Cleveland Gladiators, proudly presented by Unique Home Solutions, defeated the Baltimore Brigade in 

Week 11 at The Q on Friday by a final score of 59-48. With the win, Cleveland improved to 3-7 overall this season and currently sits 

alone in third place in the AFL standings. 

Cleveland grabbed a 7-0 lead when QB Arvell Nelson connected with WR Quentin Sims from 39 yards out on the second play of the 

game and a one-ȅŀǊŘ bŜƭǎƻƴ ǊǳǎƘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΩ ŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ мп-0 before Baltimore QB Shane Carden supplied 

a four-yard scoring strike to Brigade FB Rory Nixon to make it 14-7 in the first quarter. Nelson responded by hooking up with Sims from 

25 yards out moments later to make it 20-7 before Carden found a former Gladiator, WR Brandon Thompkins, in the end zone from 

31 yards away to make it 20-14 Cleveland. 

In the second quarter, a 19-yard Nelson-to-WR Tom Gilson ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǿ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘǎΩ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ нт-мпΣ ōǳǘ .ŀƭǘƛƳƻǊŜΩǎ /ŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 

WR Julien Talley combined for a six-yard touchdown to make it 27-22 Cleveland after a successful two-point conversion. Nelson found 

WR Michael Preston in the end zone from eight ȅŀǊŘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ оо-22, but Carden 

found Baltimore WR Paul Browning shortly thereafter from four yards out to make it 33-нуΦ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŜƭǎƻƴ ŎŀǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ 

with a one-yard touchdown run, his second of the game, to take a 40-28 edge into the third quarter. 

The Brigade started quickly in the second half courtesy of a 29-yard scoring strike from Carden to Talley to climb to within five points 

of Cleveland at 40-35, but Nelson and the Gladiators punched back with three straight touchdown passes, to Preston from nine yards 

out, Sims from 23 yards out, and OL/TE PhillipKeith Manley from eight yards out, to grab firm control at 59-35. Baltimore rallied with 

a nine-yard Carden touchdown toss to WR Reggie Gray to make it 59-42, but ultimately fell by a final score on 59-48, even after a 

Carden-to-Thompkins scoring throw from 40 yards away in the final quarter. 

bŜȄǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƘƻƳŜ ŎƭŀǎƘ ǾǎΦ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ {ƻǳƭ ƛƴ ²ŜŜƪ мн ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻǾerage, live from The Q, underway 

at 7:00 pm on 92.3 The Fan, AM 1440 WHKZ and CBS Sports Network.  

 

 

 



  
 
 
     

 

2017  GAME SUMMARIES  

Game 11  

Philadelphia Soul 59, Cleveland Gladiators 28  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ !ǊŜƴŀ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ Cleveland Gladiators, proudly presented by Unique Home Solutions, were defeated by the Philadelphia 

Soul on Saturday at The Q in Week 12 of the 2017 AFL season by a final score of 59-28. With the loss, Cleveland fell to 3-8 overall this 

season and currently remain alone in fourth place in the AFL standings. 

Philadelphia grabbed a 7-0 lead with a ten-yard touchdown pass from QB Dan Raudabaugh to WR Ryan McDaniel and, after a Cleveland 

turnover on downs, the Soul made it 14-0 by virtue of a one-yard Mykel Benson touchdown run. After the Soul pushed their edge to 

21-0 with a nine-yard scoring strike from Raudabaugh to Soul WR Darius Reynolds, the Gladiators answered with a five-yard 

touchdown run from FB Jeramie Richardson that made it 21-7 at the end of the opening quarter of play. 

In the second, the Soul extended their lead to 28-7 with a 35-yard hookup from Raudabaugh to WR Shaun Kauleinamoku before 

Kauleinamoku reeled in a 28-yard toss from Raudabuagh shortly thereafter to make it 35-7 Philadelphia. Cleveland generated some 

momentum on their next drive, connecting on a 17-yard touchdown throw from QB Arvell Nelson to WR Michael Preston to make it 

35-14 with 2:16 to go in the first half. Philadelphia answered back, however, with a 15-yard Raudabaugh-to-McDaniel touchdown 

throw to push their edge to 42-14 at the half. 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ŀ ǎƛȄ-yard touchdown pass from 

Nelson to make it 42-20. Then, Gladiators DB Kenny Veal notched his second pick of the quarter, and returned it 13 yards to the end 

zone to cut the Soul lead to 42-28 with under nine minutes to go in the third. In the final quarter, the Soul pushed their lead to 45-28 

with a 25-yard field goal from former Gladiator K Adrian Trevino and sealed a 59-28 win with a 21-yard Raudabaugh-to-Kauleinamoku 

touchdown pass and a six-yard fumble return for a score from DL Justin Lawrence. 

Cleveland QB Arvell Nelson finished with 175 yards through the air on 18/36 passing with two touchdowns and four 
intercŜǇǘƛƻƴǎΧDƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎ ²w Michael Preston led all Cleveland receivers with 68 receiving yards and two touchdowns...Cleveland 
DB Kenny Veal notched a team-ƘƛƎƘ ǎƛȄ ǘŀŎƪƭŜǎ όǘƘǊŜŜ ǎƻƭƻύ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŘŜŦŜŀǘΧ{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ Y Drew BasilΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ 
to the Cleveland lineup following several weeks on injured reserve. 

 

 



  
 
 
     

 

 

2017  GAME SUMMARIES  

Game 12  

Cleveland Gladiators 41, Tampa Bay Storm 39  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ !ǊŜƴŀ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ Cleveland Gladiators, proudly presented by Unique Home Solutions, defeated the Tampa Bay Storm at 

The Q on Saturday in Week 14 of the 2017 AFL season by a final score of 41-39. With the win, the Gladiators improved to 4-8 this 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !C[ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ǉlayoff spot. 

Storm QB Randy Hippeard connected with WR Kendrick Ings for a 12-yard touchdown pass in the first quarter to open the scoring and 

make it 6-0 Tampa Bay, but Cleveland QB Arvell Nelson responded shortly thereafter, finding WR Lonnie Outlaw in the end zone from 

15 yards out to claim a 7-6 lead for the home team. 

In the second quarter, Hippeard found Storm WR Joe Hills from three yards out to make it 13-7, but Cleveland FB Jeramie Richardson 

answered that score with a three-yard rushing touchdown to claim the lead for the Gladiators at 14-13. Later in the quarter, Nelson 

struck for a six-yard rushing touchdown to make it 21-13 Cleveland at the half. 

In the third, a 29-yard hookup from Nelson to Glads WR Collin Taylor pushed the Cleveland lead to 27-13 before a 16-yard Nelson 

touchdown toss to WR Michael Preston ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΩ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ŀǘ оп-13. Tampa Bay TE Leonardo Bates 

rattled off a 23-yard catch-and-run, however, to draw the Storm within a pair of scores at 34-20 heading into the final quarter of play. 

Preston and the Gladiators started quickly in the fourth quarter, as Nelson found the Cleveland wideout in the end zone from 37 yards 

out to make it 41-20, but Tampa Bay responded with three unanswered scores the rest of the way, from Hills, WR Justin Hilton and 

Hills again, but ended up a two-point conversion short of completing their comeback and fell to the Glads by a final score of 41-39. 

bŜȄǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ²ŜŜƪ мр ōȅŜΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ²ŜŜƪ мс ǊƻŀŘ ǘƛƭǘ vs. Tampa Bay on Saturday, July 22nd will full coverage, 

live from Amalie Arena in Tampa Bay, FL, underway at 7:00 pm on 92.3 The Fan, The Word 1440 WHKZ-AM and CBS Sports Network.  

 

 

 



  
 
 
     

 

2017  GAME SUMMARIES  

Game 13  

Tampa Bay Storm 57, Cleveland Gladiators 27  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ !ǊŜƴŀ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ Cleveland Gladiators, proudly presented by Unique Home Solutions, were defeated by the Tampa Bay 

Storm on Saturday at Amalie Arena in Tampa, FL, in Week 16 of the 2017 AFL season by a final score of 57-27. With the loss, the Glads 

fell to 4-9 overall this season and currently remain alone in fourth place in the AFL staƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 

season game. 

A 36-yard touchdown pass from Tampa Bay QB Randy Hippeard to WR Joe Hills made it 7-0 Storm in the first quarter before Tampa 

Bay JLB/DB and former Gladiator Alvin Ray Jackson returned an interception 19 yards to the end zone to make it 14-0 for the home 

team. Cleveland struck back with a ten-yard scoring strike from QB Arvell Nelson to WR Michael Preston to make it 14-6, but the 

Storm responded with a 23-yard touchdown pass from Hippeard to WR Kendrick Ings to push the Tampa Bay edge to 21-6. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΣ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣ ŀ ос-yard interception return 

for a score that made it 21-13 Storm on a play that featured a pick from JLB Terence Moore and a lateral to DB Marrio Norman who 

ran the play all the way back. Tampa Bay re-established their advantage shortly thereafter, however, when Hippeard rushed for a one-

yard score on the final play of the first half. 

The third quarter saw the Storm post back-to-back scores on Hippeard touchdown passes to Ings from 27 yards out and WR LaMark 

Brown from two yards out, to claim a 41-13 lead before a one-yard Nelson touchdown run pushed the Gladiators back into the game 

at 41-20. The Storm made it 48-20 though, when Hills and Hippeard connected from 16 yards out to cap the scoring in quarter three. 

A 39-yard field goal from Tampa Bay K Mark Lewis started the fourth-quarter scoring and pushed the Storm lead to 51-20 and led to 

a four-yard net recovŜǊȅ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ƪƛŎƪƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ¢ŀƳǇŀ .ŀȅΩǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ [ƛƴŘǎŜȅΦ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ 

25-yard fumble returned for a touchdown by DL Nick Seither ǘƘŀǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎƻǊŜ ŀǘ рт-27. 

bŜȄǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƭŀŘƛŀǘƻǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Week 17 road tilt vs. the Washington Valor on Saturday, July 29th will full coverage, live from Verizon 

Center in Washington, DC, underway at 7:00 pm on 92.3 The Fan, The Word 1440 WHKZ-AM and CBS Sports Network.  

 

 

 



  
 
 
     

 

2017  GAME SUMMARIES  

Game 14  

Cleveland Gladiators 62, Washington Valor 28  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

¢ƘŜ !ǊŜƴŀ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ Cleveland Gladiators, proudly presented by Unique Home Solutions, defeated the Washington Valor on 

Saturday at Verizon Center in Washington, DC by a final score of 62-28. With the win, Cleveland capped their 2017 AFL regular season 

with a record of 5-9 and end the campaign with a Week 18 bye having already clinched a berth in the 2017 AFL Playoffs. 

The Gladiators grabbed a 7-0 lead in the first quarter when FB Jeramie Richardson ŜƴŘŜŘ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƻƴŜ-yard 

touchdown run, but Washington tied the game at seven at the end of the frame with a 19-yard scoring strike from QB Sean Brackett 

to WR Justin Wilson. 

In the second quarter, the Gladiators offense picked up where they left off in the first as Cleveland QB Arvell Nelson found WR Collin 

Taylor in the end zone from ten yards out to make it 14-7 GladiatoǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴ Řƻǿƴǎ 

on the ensuing possession, Nelson found WR Mike Preston for his first touchdown grab of the game from 12 yards away to make it 

21-7 Glads. A 14-point game became a 16-point game before long, as Cleveland MLB Derrick Summers sacked Brackett in the end 

zone for a safety that made it 23-7 Gladiators before Washington capped the half in strong fashion with a two-yard touchdown run 

from DL-turned-FB James Gordon to pull the Valor within nine points at the half at 23-14. 

The third quarter saw Cleveland extend their lead to 29-14 with a 16-yard hookup from Nelson to Preston before the Gladiators made 

it 36-14 in the wake of a 14-yard connection from Nelson to Taylor. Washington managed to claw back into the game with a 27-yard 

scoring strike from Brackett to WR TT Toliver to make it 36-нм ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘŘƻǿƴ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

game for Cleveland, from four yards out, pushed the Gladiators lead into three-score territory at 42-21.  

An 11-yard Nelson-to-Taylor hookup then extended the Gladiators lead to 49-21 and WR Lonnie Outlaw continued the trend, hauling 

in a 34-yard touchdown catch from Nelson to make it 55-нмΦ aƻǊŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀ Ŧǳmble recovery 

for a score in the end zone in the final minute from Gladiators DE Darryl Cato-Bishop to make it 62-21 for the visitors, but the Valor 

ended on a positive note when Brackett found WR Roger Jackson in the end zone from 26 yards away to establiǎƘ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 

margin of victory at 62-28. 

 

 

 



  
 
 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017  GAME AWARDS

 

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER OF THE GAME  

WK TEAM   PLAYER 

1 TB  #12 Randy Hippeard   

2 BAL  #1 Reggie Gray  

3 TB  #19 Delbert Alvarado   

4 CLE  #17 Collin Taylor  

5 PHI  #5 Dan Raudabaugh  

6  

7 PHI  #5 Dan Raudabaugh  

8 BAL  #6 Shane Carden  

9 CLE  #2 Arvell Nelson   

10  PHI  #5 Dan Raudabaugh  

11  CLE  #2 Arvell Nelson  

12   PHI  #5 Dan Raudabaugh  

13  

14  CLE  #2 Arvell Nelson  

15  

16  TB  #12 Randy Hippeard  

17  CLE  #2 Arvell Nelson  

18   

 

OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE GAME  

WK TEAM   PLAYER 

1 TB  #81 Joe Hills  

2 BAL  #6 Shane Carden   

3 TB   #12 Randy Hippeard   

4 CLE  #2 Arvell Nelson   

5 CLE   #2 Arvell Nelson   

6  

7 PHI  #7 Darius Reynolds   

8 CLE  #18 Quentin Sims  

9 CLE  #19 Michael Preston  

10  PHI   #7 Darius Reynolds  

11  CLE  #18 Quentin Sims   

12  PHI  #21 Shaun Kauleinamoku  

 

 

 

13   

14  CLE  #19 Michael Preston  

15   

16  TB  #81 Joe Hills  

17  CLE  #17 Collin Taylor  

18   

 

DEFENSIVE PLAYER  OF THE GAME  

WK TEAM   PLAYER 

1 TB  #85 Caesar Rayford  

2 BAL  #11 Dexter Davis  

3 TB   #1 Cortez Stubbs   

4 CLE  #6 Fredrick Obi   

5 PHI  #24 Torez Jones  

6  

7 PHI   #18 Joe Goosby  

8 CLE  #5 Fredrick Obi  

9 WAS  #6 Tracy Belton  

10  PHI   #2 Beau Bell  

11  CLE  #20 Kenny Veal  

12  PHI  #25 James Romain  

13   

14  CLE  #4 Brandon Stephens   

15   

16  TB  #16 Alvin Ray Jackson  

17  CLE  #50 Derrick Summers  

18   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 
     

 

  

Overall Team Statistics  

  
 

TEAM STATISTICS   CLE  OPP   
SCORING   634   687   
   Points Per Game   48.8   52.8   
   Points Off Turnovers   95   135   
FIRST DOWNS   257   228   
   Rushing   40   23   
   Passing   177   176   
   Penalty   40   29   
RUSHING YARDAGE   397   170   
   Yards gained rushing   426   185   
   Yards lost rushing   29   15   
   Rushing Attempts   120   71   
   Average Per Rush   3.3   2.4   
   Average Per Game   30.5   13.1   
   TDs Rushing   24   11   
PASSING YARDAGE   3322   3242   
   Comp -Att - Int   275 -431 -14   288 -451 -17   
   Average Per Pass   7.7   7.2   
   Average Per Catch   12.1   11.3   
   Average Per Game   255.5   249.4   
   TDs Passing   64   81   
TOTAL OFFENSE   3719   3412   
   Total Plays   569   539   
   Average Per Play   6.5   6.3   
   Average Per Game   286.1   262.5   
KICK RETURNS: # - Yards   73 -1264   63 -1060   
FG RETURNS: # - Yards   1-0  0-0  
INT RETURNS: # - Yards   17 -216   14 -80   
KICK RETURN AVERAGE   17.3   16.8   
FG RETURN AVERAGE   0.0   0.0   
INT RETURN AVERAGE   12.7   5.7   
FUMBLES - LOST   24 -13   10 -6  
PENALTIES - Yards   104 -686   98 -696   
   Average Per Game   52.8   53.5   
KICKOFFS - Yards   82 -4312   102 -5629   
   Average Per Kick   52.6   55.2   
   Net kick average   38.6   41.3   
TIME OF POSSESSION/Game   30:34   29:20   
3RD - DOWN Conversions   38/85   32/77   
   3rd -Down Pct   45%   42%   
4TH - DOWN Conversions   18/35   16/33   
   4th -Down Pct   51%   48%   
SACKS BY - Yards   17 -78   18 -79   
MISC YARDS   -35   34   
TOUCHDOWNS SCORED   94   98   
FIELD GOALS - ATTEMPTS   0-0  3-4  
ON -SIDE KICKS   2-23   6-10   
RED - ZONE SCORES   (48 -60) 80%   (49 -62) 79%   
RED - ZONE TOUCHDOWNS   (48 -60) 80%   (48 -62) 77%   
   4-point drop -kick FGs   0-0  0-0  
PAT -ATTEMPTS   (58 -81) 72%   (80 -91) 88%   



  
 
 
     

 

   2-point drop -kick PATs  0-0  0-0  
ATTENDANCE   71217   52547   
   Games/Avg Per Game   7/10174   6/8758   
   Neutral Site Games     0/0   

Score by quarters   1st   2nd   3rd   4th   Total   
Cleveland Gladiators   120   197   140   177   634   
Opponents   139   207   124   217   687   

 

KICK RETURNS   No.   Yards   Avg    TD   Long   
THOMPKINS, B.   25   524   21.0   2  53   
VEAL, Kenny   23   405   17.6   0  46   
TAYLOR, Collin   7  109   15.6   0  29   
SMITH, Damond   5  58   11.6   0  20   
RODGERS, K.   5  52   10.4   0  17   
BEAVERS, Larry   5  101   20.2   0  25   
BRACKINS, Larry   2  15   7.5   1  11   
PRESTON, Michael   1  0  0.0   0  0  
Total..........   73   1264   17.3   3  53   
Opponents......   63   1060   16.8   2  54   
FUMBLE RETURNS   No.   Yards   Avg    TD   Long   
SEITHER, Nick   2  33   16.5   1  25   
OBI, Fred   1  15   15.0   0  15   
Total..........   3  48   16.0   1  25   
Opponents......   5  30   6.0   2  15   
   PATs      
SCORING    TD   FGs   Kick   Rush   Rcv   Pass   2PT   Saf   Points   
SIMS, Quentin   26   0-0  0-0  0-0  3  0-0  0  0  162   
PRESTON, Michael   14   0-0  0-0  0-0  0  0-0  0  0  84   
NELSON, Arvell   12   0-0  0-0  1-2  0  4-6  0  0  74   
TAYLOR, Collin   9  0-0  0-0  1-1  1  0-0  0  0  58   
BRACKINS, Larry   9  0-0  0-0  0-0  0  0-0  0  0  54   
THOMPKINS, B.   6  0-0  0-0  0-0  0  0-0  0  0  36   
RICHARDSON, J.   6  0-0  0-0  0-0  0  0-0  0  0  36   

RUSHING   GP  Att   Gain   Loss   Net   Avg    TD   Long   Avg/G   
NELSON, Arvell   12   48   233   12   221   4.6   12   43   18.4   
RICHARDSON, J.   8  38   98   4  94   2.5   6  10   11.8   
MANLEY, Phillip K.   11   9  34   0  34   3.8   2  15   3.1   
BRACKINS, Larry   6  6  17   0  17   2.8   1  7  2.8   
SIMS, Quentin   9  6  16   0  16   2.7   2  6  1.8   
THOMPKINS, B.   4  3  11   0  11   3.7   0  6  2.8   
MARSH, Tanner   4  3  10   0  10   3.3   0  5  2.5   
GILSON, Tom   4  1  3  0  3  3.0   1  3  0.8   
VAUGHAN, A.   1  1  3  0  3  3.0   0  3  3.0   
TAYLOR, Collin   10   2  0  6  -6  -3.0   0  0  -0.6   
BOYD, Shane   1  3  1  7  -6  -2.0   0  1  -6.0   
Total..........   13   120   426   29   397   3.3   24   43   30.5   
Opponents......   13   71   185   15   170   2.4   11   15   13.1   




